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Shabbat Succot 

Join us virtually in our Succah, this Friday night 

October 2, 2020 07:00 PM  
Join our Zoom Shabbat Succot Celebration 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995106273 

 

Yizkor Service 
October 9, 2020 06:15 PM  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88370437660 

 

 
Shabbat - Simchat Torah 

October 9, 2020 07:00 PM  
Join our Celebration with a special tour through Torah 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81401656920 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995106273
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88370437660
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81401656920


When I was a young child, I didn’t understand why there were so many ‘holidays’.  A holiday was, 

in my mind, a vacation.  And there we were, every fall, going to the ‘Holidays’ at Temple.  There 

was Rosh HaShannah with its adult services (but we kids were expected to be there for at least 

half of the services) and there was Yom Kippur, which seemed to last an eternity.  Finally, maybe, 

it would be time to play.  But somehow, there were even more services!  I did not want to go to 

yet another service.   

It seemed that most of us were not really aware of Succot, or for that matter, Simchat Torah.  I know, as a 

child, I never had a succah in my back yard.  Nor did any of my Jewish neighbors have one.  We were all 

fairly oblivious to these special experiences.  When our new Rabbi came, he told us all we had to be at 

Succot or we’d miss something really special.   We dutifully went to the Synagogue because the Rabbi said 

we had to.  And you know what?  It wasn’t bad.  We actually had fun!  Our Temple had a big succah, and 

we all fit in it.  We sang songs and we ate red candy apples.  I didn’t quite understand the lulov and etrog 

yet, but this holiday surprised me with its joy and beauty. 

As a teenager, I was excited.  Members of the youth group got to stay overnight at the Temple after the 

Yom Kippur break-fast.  We stayed up all night building and decorating the Succah.  And we did a really good job, with the help of a few adults 

who made sure it was stable and safe.  And then we ate the rest of the candy apples that were in the fridge. 

I liked Succot.  I was pretty good.  But it was not until I began to build my own Succah at home that I really began to love Succot.  My first Succah 

was the one I built in Jerusalem during my first year of Rabbinic School.  Andy, my apartment mate and I had student visas that year in 

Jerusalem.  We were not allowed to work.  Money was very tight.  We worried a lot about how we could manage building our first ever beautiful 

succah.   

So here goes.  We needed stuff to make our succah.  The house next to ours was a disaster!  We thought it  was deserted, so we borrowed 

whatever we thought might be able to withstand a week in our backyard, without falling down.  We found old rusty bed frames and stood them 

up on their sides.  We found some broken splintered ladder pieces.  Wonderful!  They could go across the top of the Succah.  There were a few 

broken cement blocks and we used them to make sure everything didn’t topple.  We tied the bed frames and the ladder together with the rope 

and hung all the white sheets we could find.  The sheets hung on the inside walls and you couldn’t even see the rust or mess that was holding up 

our succah.   Then we realized that no succah is complete without decorations.  A friend of ours brought his four year old so to our apartment 

and the child decorated our succah.  It truly was ‘a temporary structure.’  We were thrilled that we had no major winds to know it over that 

week. 

 From the outside, it had to be one of the ugliest succot ever built.  But when we sat down at the table inside and ate our meals, it was one of the 

most calming and peaceful experiences I’ve ever had.  There was something very humbling and very special about eating in our Succah in 

Jerusalem.  

The Succah we are commanded to build is meant to remind us of God's power. Sitting in a very flimsy structure, feeling exposed to the elements, 

looking through the branches at the heavens above does that. The holiday of Succot is our reminder to thank God for the bounty of the harvest, 

and the bounty in our lives. By exposing us to nature in its own special way, Succot reminds us that no matter how high and strong and seemingly 

permanent the structures we build may appear in our lives, if we build alone we create only temporary dwellings. We are not as powerful as we 

like to think.  

 This year, we have all felt the awesome power of God in our universe.  With COVID 19 devestating our lives in so many ways, we need to 

reclaim our tradition and connect ourselves back to God and to each other.  And so I challenge you. 

 I challenge you to build a Succah in your back yard, or on your porch.  I challenge you to decorate that Succah, to sit in it, to eat your meals 

there.  Make it a place of joy, and of wholeness.  Decorate your Succah in any way you feel it is appropriate.  Sit outside with your family, your 

closest friends, or, just yourself enjoying the peace and contentment. 

You can build a succah of wood, or of rusty iron bedframes, or of poles.  You can hang fabric on the sides.  Bring in some flowers.  Enjoy the 

special peace of Succot. 

 It is only when we work with God that we are able to build structures in time which are eternal. Because only God is eternal. Succot reminds us 

of this, and urges us to act in accordance. May this new year into which we have entered be one of working together, in partnership with 

God, so that with God's help we can build a stronger, more permanent future for all. 

Succot begins this Friday night, October 2nd, and concludes at sundown on October 9th.   

For those of you who would like to be in a succah during Succot, you are also welcome to come and sit with us in our succah.  Jack and I ask that 

you call us first and make an appointment to come to our home so that we are all able to keep each other safe and physically distant while still 

enjoying being in the succah.  We would love to have you over during Succot.   

  

May you and your family enjoy the true joy and wonder of Succot. 

And may you celebrate this year in your own family Succah! 

The Rabbi’s Corner 
By Rabbi Lynn Goldstein 



 

For Your Information 
Congregational Happenings 

October 2020 

Sunday Oct 18 at 7:00 pm 

 ARUM DEM FEYER 

 Sit and sing around the virtual campfire with Tracey and Bob. 

 Some Yiddish, some English ..some old...some older... 

 Sing along or just listen from the comfort of your own couch. 

 Zoom Link will follow. 

Thank you to all who participated in the High Holiday services 
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Succot Shabbat, Friday, October 2 at 7:00 pm:  The Temple building is closed.  I will be holding Zoom Erev Succot Services on Friday, 

October 2 at 7:00.   For those of you who would like to actually be in a Succah at some time during the holiday, I will be happy to host 

you in our Succah (Jack and Rabbi).  You will need a mask, of course.  We will have snacks for you and we will do the blessings for 

dwelling and eating in the Succah .  To make sure that we don't have too many people, I ask you to make an appointment with me.  

Please call me at 519-966-3727 to reserve a time.   

Join us on Friday, October 9th at 6:15 pm for Zoom Yizkor Services 

Shabbat Simchat Torah:  Join us on Friday, October 9th at 7:00 the Zoom Shabbat of Simchat Torah.  We will all participate in reading 

an English verse from the Torah as part of our celebration. 

I am happy to bring this new idea to our Simchat Torah Celebration, courtesy of Rabbi Michele Medwin. 



Our Friday night service features the rituals, melodies and warmth of our congregation. The service features a sermon or presentation by our 

rabbi. During this COVID-19 time period, we are celebrating Shabbat together. We will meet in the Zoom room (information will be sent out to 

you to join us from your Shabbat table). We will begin each service with candle lighting. We invite you to light your own candles with all of us.  

Shabbat Services and Tanakh Study 

October 2020 

13 Tishrei - 13 Cheshvan 

 ֲעבֺוׇדה
Worship and Spirituality 

Join us for Tanakh Study 9:30 am every Saturday unless otherwise noted.  Discussion of the weekly portion is lively, informed and well-

researched, Participants express a wide range of interpretations of the central text of our faith. 

And God blessed the seventh day and called it holy. 
        Genesis 2:3 

Tanakh Study 

Saturday, October 3 

Shabbat Sukkot  יֹום ִראׁשֹון ֶׁשל ֻסֺּכת 

Tanakh Study 

Saturday, October 10 

Shabbat Shmini Atzeret - Simchat Torah 

ִׂשמַחת תֹוָרה  -ְׁשִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת     

Saturday, October 17 

B’reishit  ְּבֵראִׁשית 

Tanakh Study 

Saturday, October 24 

     Noach   ֺנַח   

Tanakh Study 

Saturday, October 31 

Lech Lecha ְלָך  -ָלְך  

Tanakh Study 

 

 

  

All Shabbat Service and Tanakh Study dates 

subject to change. Details will be sent by e-Blast 

and email as information becomes available. 

Shabbat Services 

Friday, October 2 

Candle Lighting 6:52 pm 

Shabbat Services 7:00 pm 

Friday, October 9 

Candle Lighting 6:41 pm 

Yizkor Service 6:15 pm 

Shabbat Services 7:00 pm 

Friday, October 16 

Candle Lighting 6:29 pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 7:00 pm 

Friday, October 23 

Candle Lighting 6:19 pm 

Shabbat Services 7:00 pm 

Friday, October 30 

Candle Lighting 6:09 

Shabbat Services 7:00 pm 

Shabbat Services and Tanakh Study will be 

held using Zoom. Please look for the invita-

tion to join the group and participate virtu-



 Zoom  Instructions for participating in High Holyday Services  

1. A Zoom account is not required if you are joining a Zoom meeting as a participant.  

2. In order to join a Zoom meeting with video, you must have a computer, tablet or phone with a 

camera. You must also be connected to the internet.  

3. If you have used Zoom before, skip to Step 8.  

4. Before joining a Zoom meeting on a computer, tablet or phone, download the Zoom app.  

5. Computer - download from zoom.us/download. Under Zoom Client for Meetings click the Download button. 

There should be a prompt asking if you want to run Zoominstaller.exe. Click on Run. This will automatically install 

Zoom for you. From here you can Join a Meeting (if you have a meeting ID) or click Sign up for Free, to create a Free 

Account. Go to Step 8.  

6. iPad– download Zoom from the App store. Go to Step 8.  

7. Android Tablet – download Zoom the Google Play store.  

8. On any of these devices, you are now ready to join a meeting. You can click the link from the e-blast and Zoom 

will launch and join the meeting that you selected. Or you can launch Zoom and select Join Meeting and enter the 

Meeting ID (and Passcode, if there is one). You should also enter the Name you wish the Host and other participants 

to see.  

9. You will be placed in a Waiting Room until the Host allows you to join the meeting. This is a safety precaution to 

control unwanted participants.  

10. Once you have installed Zoom on your device, here is a Test meeting to try everything out.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81582481256?pwd=Ykg0Q0FDd0RGdVR6MDBVS1o4Rk9Pdz09  

Click the link above, or launch Zoom and enter Meeting ID 815 8248 1256 and Passcode 750078  

Hopefully you have had success! If you are still having trouble, please call the office and we will help get you set up.  

Tips and Tricks  

1. If you do not have a webcam, or a device with a camera, you will still be able to listen and speak during the meeting 

and view the video of other participants.  

2. If you do have a device with a camera, you can choose to turn the video off at any point in time.  

3. Look for the Mute/Unmute buttons to control your microphone.  

4. If you click on Participants you can see who is currently in the meeting.  

5. You can switch between Speaker View and Gallery View. Speaker view will be focussed on the active speaker. 

Gallery view will display multiple participants.  

6. You can leave the meeting at any time by clicking on Leave Meeting.  

Join via Telephone  

1. If you are unable to join from Zoom on a computer or mobile device, then you can join on the telephone instead.  

2. If you would like more information on this option, please contact the office.  

 



Bringing Beth El into Your Home 

Mikdash M’at ~ Small Sanctuary 

What kind of intention can we set for how we arrange and decorate our chosen space? Just as the Beth El sanctuary 

was created with thought, intention and planning, we can create a sacred space in our homes using the same princi-

ples. Create a setting that helps set an intention to be present in sacred time even if we are participating online. While 

services will surely be different this year, they can be spiritual, meaningful and moving. Here are some ideas to help 

you enhance the High Holy Day experience and bring Beth El into your home. 

1. Choose your prayer space carefully in advance by spending a few moments of individual contemplation/family discus-

sion. Do not wait for the last minute! 

2. After choosing your space, say a blessing or kavanah (“intention”) over it to mark it as your mikdash m’at. (See 

blessing below). 

3. Put a festive pillow on your chair, or drape it with a tallit, special piece of fabric, or scarf. 

4. Change your computer workspace to a contemplative space by covering the desk or table with a white tablecloth, 

white runner, or white placement, and add a vase of flowers. 

5. Find meaningful objects to grace your space. On Rosh Hashanah include holiday objects like candlesticks, kiddush 

cup, apples and honey. On Yom Kippur you can place cherished mementoes, family heirlooms, and photos of loved 

ones to surround you. If you have a shofar, put it where it is visible. 

6. If possible, move the computer back so that you are ‘watching’ the screen more than ‘manipulating’ it. Consider 

connecting to a TV screen so it feels less like a work device. 

7. Try to limit or disconnect auditory distractions. Consider turning off your phone, putting it on silent or leaving it in 

another room so you can be fully present during the service. 

8. Wear clothing that makes you feel as if you are entering a spiritual space. Kippah and tallit are welcome if they help 

you feel a connection to this special worship. 

9. Have your machzor with you, just like on past High Holidays when we gathered. We will be using Mishkan 

HaNefesh this year. When you receive your High Holiday package, take some time to familiarize yourself with the new 

prayer books. The books are also offered in an online format on the CCARNET.org website if you prefer to use the 

electronic version. 

10. Consider attending one of Beth El’s online Shabbat services to become more familiar with the format. The more 

services you attend before the High Holy Days, the more you will be able to enjoy them and to find the right kavanah, 

mental and spiritual setting. 

The last line of the blessing said at havdalah separating Shabbat from the weekday can be used to “separate” this sa-

cred space:  

ַהַמְבִדיל ֵּבין ֺקֶדׁש ְלחֹול’, ָּברּוְך ַאָתה ה  

Baruch atah Adonai, hamavdil bayn kodesh lechol. Blessed are You Adonai, who separates between holy and ordinary. 



Sukkot 

The Festival of Booths October 2-9, 2020 

Sukkot, a Hebrew word meaning "booths" or "huts," refers to the Jewish festival of giving thanks for the fall harvest. It also 

commemorates the 40 years of Jewish wandering in the desert after the giving of the Torah atop Mt. Sinai. Sukkot is celebrated 

five days after Yom Kippur on the 15th of the month of Tishrei, and is marked by several distinct traditions. One, which takes the 

commandment to dwell in booths literally, is to erect a sukkah. Sukkot (the plural of sukkah) are commonly used during the seven-

day festival for eating, entertaining and even for sleeping. 

Sukkot also called Z’man Simchateinu (Season of Our Rejoicing), is the only festival associated with an explicit commandment to 

rejoice. A final name for Sukkot is Chag HaAsif (Festival of the Ingathering), representing a time to give thanks for the bounty of 

the earth during the fall harvest. 

Ritual Objects 

Sukkah: The sukkah symbolizes the frail huts in which the Israelites lived during their 40 years of wandering in the desert after the 

Exodus from Egypt. It also serves to remind Jews of the biblical account of how God protected them, provided for their needs in 

the wilderness, and by implication, still watches over us today. 

Sukkot come in many variations, but there are some guidelines to follow when building them. Two important ones are: 

A sukkah has to have two and a half walls. Only one can be an existing wall, like the side of a house. The walls may be constructed 

of any material, generally canvas, wood or metal. Today, it is possible to buy ready-to-assemble sukkah kits. 

The roof is to be temporary, covered with loose branches from trees or anything that grows out of the ground, and has been cut 

off from the ground. According to tradition, this roof covering, s’chach, should give shade and yet allow those in the sukkah to see 

the stars through the roof at night. 

Once the sukkah is built, it is common to decorate it by hanging fruit and other items from the s’chach, putting posters on the 

walls, and even laying carpet on the floor. 

Music 

Hallel (praise) refers to a specific selection from the Book of Psalms. These psalms—113 to 118—are sung or recited in the 

synagogue on all festivals, as well as on Rosh Chodesh (the first day of each month), on each day of Hanukkah, and, in recent years, 

on Yom HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day). Hallel also is recited on the eve of Passover during the seder. According to early 

rabbinic tradition (M. Pesahim 5:7), the Levites chanted these Hallel psalms in the Temple courtyard while the Passover lambs were 

being slaughtered; they are also associated with the waving of the lulav and etrog during Sukkot (M. Sukkah 3:9). 

In the synagogue, Hallel is recited immediately following the Amidah and before the Torah reading (or the reading from the Festival 

Megillah, which precedes the Torah reading). Hallel is one of the musical highlights of festival services; there are many melodies for 

each of the Hallel psalms. 



Sukkot 

The Festival of Booths October 2-9, 2020 

History 

Sukkot is one of the most joyful festivals on the Jewish calendar. “Sukkot,” a Hebrew word meaning "booths" or "huts," refers to 

the Jewish festival of giving thanks for the fall harvest. The holiday has also come to commemorate the 40 years of Jewish 

wandering in the desert after the giving of the Torah atop Mt. Sinai. 

Also called Z’man Simchateinu (Season of Our Rejoicing), Sukkot is the only festival associated with an explicit commandment to 

rejoice. Sukkot is celebrated five days after Yom Kippur on the 15th of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, and is marked by several 

distinct traditions. One, which takes the commandment to dwell in booths literally, is to erect a sukkah, a small, temporary booth 

or hut. Sukkot (in this case, the plural of sukkah) are commonly used during the seven-day festival for eating, entertaining and even 

for sleeping. 

Our sukkot have open walls and open doors, and this encourages us to welcome as many people as we can. We invite family, 

friends, neighbors, and community to rejoice, eat, and share what we have with each other. 

Another name for Sukkot is Chag HaAsif (Festival of the Ingathering), representing the importance in Jewish life of giving thanks for 

the bounty of the earth. 

Customs & Rituals 

Lulav and Etrog: Sukkot celebrates the fall harvest, expressed by blessing and waving the lulav and the etrog, symbols of the 

harvest; by building and decorating a sukkah; and by extending hospitality to friends and family. 

The lulav is a combination of date palm, willow and myrtle branches, held together by a woven palm branch. The etrog, or citron, 

is a lemon-like fruit with a wonderful citrus smell. When reciting the blessing over the lulav and etrog, one should wave them in six 

directions—north, south, east, west, up, and down. This action symbolizes that God can be found in all directions, not only in one 

particular place. 

Torah 

Following an ancient practice of Babylonian Jews that is now observed throughout the world, the Five Books of Moses (Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) are divided into 54 sections called parashat hashavua, the weekly portion. A 

different section is read each Shabbat. Special sections of the Torah are designated to be read at each Jewish holiday. Often, these 

sections are thematically related to the holiday. 

On the first day of Sukkot, the Torah portion Emor (Leviticus 23:33-44) is read, which includes the instructions to dwell in booths. 

The haftarahhaftarahַהְפָטָרהSelection from the Prophets read or chanted after the weekly Torah portion; plural: haftarot is from 

Zechariah 14:7-9, 16-21. The Torah is read on every day of the festival, including the Shabbat that falls during Sukkot. On this 

Shabbat, the Book of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) is read. 



Simchat Torah & 

Sh'mini Atzeret October 9-10, 2020 

Immediately following Sukkot, we observe Sh'mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, a fun-filled day during which we celebrate the 

completion of the annual reading of the Torah and affirm Torah as one of the pillars on which we build our lives. As part of the 

celebration, the Torah scrolls are taken from the ark and carried or danced around the synagogue seven times. During the Torah 

service, the concluding section of the fifth book of the Torah, D’varim (Deuteronomy), is read, and immediately following, the 

opening section of Genesis, or B'reishit, is read. This practice represents the cyclical nature of the relationship between the Jewish 

people and the reading of the Torah. 

Historically, Sh’mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah were two separate holidays (a day of reflection after the end of Sukkot and a 

celebration of Torah the following day). However, in Israel and in Reform congregations, which generally observe one day of 

holidays rather than two, Sh’mini Atzeret is observed concurrently with Simchat Torah. 

Customs & Rituals 

The symbolic message of the customs associated with Simchat Torah emphasize that the Torah represents our heritage and 

history, and links Jews to each other over many generations. The words recited at the end of reading each book of the Torah 

inspire and represent this history: Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazeik. “Be strong, be strong, and we will strengthen each other,” building 

a living Judaism through study, action, and commitment. 

During congregational Simchat Torah celebrations and services, the Torah scrolls are taken from the ark and carried by 

congregants around the synagogue seven times. During these seven hakafot, those not carrying a Torah often will wave brightly 

colored flags, sing Hebrew songs and dance. The singing, dancing, and flag-waving that accompany the hakafot symbolize the 

collective joy of Torah study and a commitment to lifelong Jewish learning. 

The origin of making, decorating, and carrying flags during the hakafot is unclear. Some scholars hold that marching with flags 

recaptures the history of the 12 ancient tribes of Israel, when each tribe had its own banner. Other scholars believe this practice 

originated in the Middle Ages and was borrowed from certain Christian customs. 

Some congregations also unroll an entire Torah scroll as part of the celebration and read from well-known sections or stories. 

The Torah service is the focal point of the Simchat Torah celebration. One rabbi, cantor, or member of the congregation opens 

the Torah and reads the last section of the fifth and final book of the Torah, D’varim (Deuteronomy). A second person then opens 

another Torah scroll and reads the opening section of the first book of the Torah, B’reishit (Genesis). The selection 

from D’varim tells of the death and legacy of Moses, the prophet and leader of the Jewish people. The reading from B’reishit, the 

very first words of the Torah, recounts the story of God’s creation of the world. 

In many synagogues on Simchat Torah, various members of the congregation are called to the Torah for an aliyah (“going up,” 

which refers to the honor of ascending the bimah to recite the blessings before and after the Torah is read). Other synagogues 

may call all the children who have not yet reached the age of bar or bat mitzvah for a blessing in front of the Torah. Before the 

entire congregation, with a tallit spread above their heads, the children receive a special blessing from the clergy. In many Reform 

synagogues, Simchat Torah also is a time when children just entering religious school are blessed. This custom is 

called Consecration. 



Due to the AMAZING  AND GENEROUS response 

of the Windsor Community to the Miracle Food Drive June 27, 2020  

our food banks are filled with food at this time SO 

instead of sharing food, please help out by donating items  

from the following list for our annual Yom Kippur collection: 

TOILETRIES 

Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Toilet Tissue 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Hand Sanitizer, Lysol Wipes 

Dish or Laundry soap 

FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

Tampons Panty Liners, Sanitary Pads 

BABY PRODUCTS 

Diapers Pull-ups, Baby Wipes 

These items can be costly for families struggling at this time. 

Watch the sales and pick up an extra when you are shopping for yourself! 

DROP OFF DONATIONS SUNDAY, OCT. 4; 10 am to 1 pm 

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

Annual Yom Kippur Collection 
Congregational Happenings 

October 2020 



As we all remain isolated in our homes, we need to turn to God, asking for God to heal our souls.  Below you will find four 

versions of the healing prayers.  Just cut and paste in the URLs and you will be able to listen to any of these four. 

Four Versions of the Mi Sheberach 

              1.       Cantor Leon Sher,  El Na Refanah, O God Heal Us Now 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIW6I-S5LLM 

2.       Cantor Benjie Schiller, Mi Sheberach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xag7aIEr0yw  

3.        Debbie Friedman, Mi Sheberach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHKo3CjuzpY 

4.        Rick Recht, El Na Refanah La 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsTGZzPHYN0 

Congregational Happenings October 2020 

 

ZOOM EXPERIENCES 

“Zoom…provides remote conferencing services that combines video conferencing, online meetings, chat, 

and mobile collaboration.”  Instructions to follow….look for them in your email 

 

OCTOBER CLASSES AND EVENTS 

Wednesday Evening, 6:30 pm 

Life Unworthy of Life, Holocaust Studies, Wednesday evenings, starting October 14  

Thursday 

Thursday Lunch N Learn, continuing with Jewish Spirituality at 11:30 am. resuming October 15 

Thursday afternoon class, Women and Judaism, beginning at 1:00 pm  resuming October 22 
 
Friday 

Erev Shabbat, Friday Evening, 7:00 pm    Bring your wine/grape juice and bread for blessings.  
 
Saturday 

Saturday, Tanakh Studies, I Samuel, every Saturday at 9:30 am.  Bring your wine/grape juice and bread for blessings. 

On the 2nd Saturday of the month, we will continue with a community Havdallah.  Join us at 8:00 for schmoozing and 

8:25 for Havdallah. 

 

Zoom Learning with Rabbi Goldstein - October, 2020 

 



Congregational Happenings September 2020 

The practice of hand washing dates all the way back to 

the time of the First Temple period when the 

Israelites made special offerings on Shabbat. In order 

to make these offerings, they needed to cleanse their 

hands with fresh water then raise up their hands and 

recite a blessing before eating. 

Washing Hands 

After Kiddush and before the meal, each person in the 

household should wash hands by filling a cup with 

water and pouring it over the top and bottom of the 

right hand and then the left hand. Some say that it is 

to be done three times.  Before wiping the hands dry 

on a towel, the following blessing should be recited: 



The building is closed until further notice, based 

on the local and provincial guidelines.  You will be 

notified of the opening in the eblast and the 

bulletin and after the building has been sanitized.  

 

 

 

 

 

OUR NEW AND IMPROVED  

WEBSITE IS UP! CHECK IT 

OUT @ 

bethelwindsor.ca 

Congregational Happenings 

October 2020 
For Your Information 

Office Closures in October 

Monday, October 12, Thanksgiving 

Office hours 

Open Mon-Fri. 9-12,  

by appointment in the afternoon 

Did You Know? 

Ecclesiastes - for Sukkot 

The “Five Megillot (or Scrolls)” is a collective 

designation for the five shortest books of the Holy 

Writings (KETUVIM), the third division of the Hebrew 

Bible. Each one of these Scrolls is traditionally 

connected with one of the five holidays in the Jewish 

year and is read in many synagogues as part of the 

liturgy on these occasions.  

Board of Directors 

Meeting  

7:00 pm  

October 20  

by Zoom 

Jaron Kupsov was finally called to the Torah as a Bar 

Mitzvah, on Monday Sept.7, 2020 with family and friends 

attending in person and remotely.  Jaron’s Bar Mitzvah was 

delayed by the Covid 19 protocols from May 23. 

Mazal Tov to Jaron and his parents Steven & Julie Kupsov. 

 



Special thanks to Marilee Marcotte, Karen Rosen, Cheryl Blacher,  

Diane Rubin,  Ann Bennett Winograd, Jackie Putterman, Sandi Malowitz,  

Tracey Atin and Brenda Cohen. 

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS 

  Friendship Circle 

I hope everyone is starting the New Year sweetly! Let’s pray that this year will bring with it recovery and hope.  The opportunity 

for cross border families to be reunited and of course a vaccine. 

 What has been especially joyful in the current climate, is how so many of us worked together, to create the special Rosh 

Hashanah bags that were given out to every member. It was a Beth El effort! 

The Friendship Circle, along with several additional volunteers worked hard creating them, packing them, and giving them out.  

Many of you picked them up, a little celebration itself to finally see you! On and off there was a little parade of cars!  That was so 

nice!  

 A special thank you to B'nai Brith men and Dr. Mike Malowitz and family for making a generous donation that has allowed us to 

purchase the beautiful prayer books we have been enjoying.  

 Please remember to return them to us on Sunday, October 4th between 10:00 am and 1:00pm.  We are also collecting toiletries 

and baby items, please think of this when you are out shopping. 

We hope that enjoyed your “Holiday in a bag”.  Even the apples and honey were produced here in Essex County.  Thank you to 

the delivery drivers, who made their way to many homes.  You let us bring the warmth of the holidays to our Beth El family.   

A very deserved thank you to our president Karen Rosen, for making so many things possible. 

 L’Shana Tova – The Friendship Circle 

 

 

           

Highlights of Committee Activities 

October 2020 
For Your Information 

Please remember to drop off your High Holiday 

Prayer books along with your bag of toiletries for 

the Mitzvah Project to the Temple on October 4 

between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm 

Delivery Day 

Assembly Day 



Religious School News 
“And you Shall Teach Them Diligently To Your Children” 

 ושננהם לבניף ודברה בם

Shana Tova! 

I remember reading once that the holiday of Sukkot has many important purposes in addition to what we are  taught 

as children. Yes, it is the signal of the approach of the last of the holidays in the month of Tishrei. And yes, Sukkot is 

one of the pilgrimages that the Jewish people took to Jerusalem (the other two being Pesach and Shavuot) to offer 

their bounty to HaShem. So what are we missing? 

 Sukkot counterbalances Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year. How? 

 On Yom Kippur we stay inside. On Sukkot we stay outside. On Yom Kippur we fast. On Sukkot we feast. On Yom 

Kippur we are serious and alone with our souls. On Sukkot we are joyful in our celebration with our family and 

friends.  

 Sukkot is also called Z’man Simchateinu, a time for our happiness, where along with our family and friends, we are 

reminded of the strong bond that unites our people. A holiday that engages all of our senses: seeing the sky above as 

we sit in the sukkah, hearing the sounds of the songs and conversations of our loved ones, tasting the wonderful 

bounty of the feast spread out before us, smelling the four species (lulav and etrog), the touch of warmth that we feel 

when we appreciate the many blessings we have and especially at a time like this, how lucky we are to be healthy and 

safe. And let’s not forget the feeling we have when we realize how connected we are to past generations when we 

invite ushpizin, our symbolic visitors, to our sukkah. Where would we be today without them? 

 Sukkot comes to an end with the holidays of Simchat Torah/Shemini Atzeret where we rejoice over the completion 

of the reading of the Torah. With song, dance and treats for all, we celebrate a job well done and then immediately 

start reading the Torah from the beginning all over again. A reminder to us that we are never finished reading and 

learning the Torah. A message that we will remind our students in this new year.   

 Wishing you all a G’mar Chatima Tova followed by a Chag Sameach! 

 

Ruthy Nadler 

 

 



 

If you wish to have your birthday or a family member's birthday or your anniversary listed in the bulletin, please contact the 

Beth El office at 519-969-2422.. To ensure that you receive your bulletin, please call us if you have a change of address or if 

you wish to receive your bulletin by e-mail. 

Thank you to all our members who contribute to our many funds. A gift of $18 to the Temple is a very meaningful way to con-

gratulate a friend or family member on happy occasions or to express get wells or condolences.  Please remember Beth El 

with your donations.  All donations are eligible for a tax receipt. 

Dorothy Buckhalter 

Ed Levitt 

Valerie Horner 

Annette Teich 

Jackie Farrell 

Louise Ziff 

Brenda Kay 

Kenneth Karp 

Richard McGuinty 

Jenna Whisitt  

Hannah Levin 

Mildred Silver 

Nel Chelsky 

Rona Paquette 

Miriam Schnayer 

Wayne Katz 

Beth Horowitz 

Avraham Labe 

Marla Rivard 

 

Suzanne Selby 

Pat Routliffe 

Nina Zlotnik 

Sidney Chelsky 

Cathy Selby 

Robin Martin Duttman 

Morton Kaplan 

Samantha Lock 

Tony Lee 

Cindy Jeris 

Mark Vruble 

Dr. Milton Cohen 

Avigail Sarah Bat Devorah 

Alan Orman 

Marilyn Guss 

Peter Winagar 

Sheldon Indig 

 

Good Health Wishes -  

Refu’ah Sheleimah 

A complete healing to: 

Mishpacha-Our Congregational Family 

October 2020 

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes 

1 Alana Sara Silver 

1 Quinn Scarlett Shanfield 

5 Simha Teshuba 

5 Ainsley Madison Shanfield 

6 David Shulman 

9 Jori Rosenberg 

9 Chloe Klein 

9 Nathan Tepperman 

10 Julie Kupsov 

10 Janet Lebenbaum 

11 Devin Jarcaig 

15 Erica Jarcaig 

18 Jake Ableser 

18 Rachel Ableser 

19 Victoria Shanfield 

21 Alan Shulman 

25 Josh Morrison 

28 Zachary Pazner 

30 Sarah Botton 

To those celebrating 
 birthdays in October 

David Shulman 

To those  

celebrating  

anniversaries in October 

29 Alan & Marcie Warsh 
Mazel Tov to Michael 

and Cheryl Blacher on 

the engagement of 

their daughter Aviva 

Blacher to Tyler. 



Yizkor  for 

Shemini Atzeret 

October 9 

6:15 pm 

prior to Shabbat  

Services 

 

 

In Memoriam    Condolences are extended 

To the family of Elliott Swartz, one of the founding members of 

Congregation Beth. 

Yahrzeits 

October 2020 

May their memories always be for a blessing 

 Zichronam L’vracha - We remember  זייל  

To be read September 25, 2020 

26  Nathan Rotenberg 

26  Sophie Cohen 

26  Sam Kamen 

26  Dr. Barry Taub 

27  Charles Talberg 

28  Fanny Marder 

28  Charles Halpert 

30  Nancy Dougherty 

30  Sheila Kurtz 

30  Paul Felberbaum 

1   Dr. Saul Fainstein 

1   Sonia Tencer 

 

 

 

To be read October 2, 2020 

3   Sylvia Morris 

3   Ruth Hirsch 

4   Alexander Hassan 

4   Miriam Muroff 

4   Alex Bricker 

4   Leslie David Coppel 

4   Israel Marder 

5   Sara Taub 

5   Hyman Rosenbaum 

5   Dorothy Oventhal 

6   Nathan Linden 

7   Joseph Flagg 

7   Abraham Zarnoweicki 

7   Nathan Smeer 

7   Sarah Sacksioni Smeer 

8   Ruth Katz 

8   Dr. Aubrey Goldstein 

8   Sam Kamen 

9   Maurice Rush 

9   Harriett Colman Folkman 

9   Abraham Rudover 

To be read October 9, 2020 

10   Celia Rotenberg 

10   Laurence Kaufman 

11   Richard Bennett Weingarden  

11   Craig Allen Smelsey 

11   Mary Teich 

12   Lillian Grebs 

12   Harry Klamer 

13   Jessie Pazner 

13   Florence Cohen 

15   Archie Cherniak 

15   William Joffe 

15   Sybil Lewis 

15   George Miller 

16   Leonard Buckler 

16   Ida Shoot 

16   Chaim Telchen 

 

To be read October 16, 2020 

17   Leo Mandell 

18   Arthur Barat 

19   Jack Winograd 

19   Beatrice Smelsey 

19   Sylvia Strosberg 

19   Ruth Fruchter 

20   Leah Krever 

20   Louis Silverman 

21   Sherman Morrison 

21   Gertrude Brodsky 

23   Sam Dalfen 

 

To be read October 23, 2020 

24   Betty Weinberg 

25   Bertha Lander 

25   Morris Pearl  

26   Hyman Talberg 

26   Henry Weinberg 

26   Jelena Papo 

27   Reuben Haron 

27   Ben Selby 

28   Jack Stein 

28   Bunny Dalfen 

29   Max Weingarden 

29   Larry Kaiman 

 

To be read October 30, 2020 

31   Joan Weingarden 



 

Arthur & Brian Barat Memorial Fund 

Good health wishes to Jim Relle by:  Nels Katzman. 

The Friendship Circle 

In memory of beloved mother Sylvia Selby by:  Stu & Sue Selby. 

Joseph M. & Florence Cohen Endowment 

In memory of Bonnie Kowal, beloved sister of Brenda Kovinsky by:  Jim & Betty Cohen. 

Ted Hochberg Memorial Fund 

Happy New Year wishes to Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gutman by:  Sharon Hochberg. 

Happy New Year wishes to Mrs. Barbara Silverberg by:  Sharon Hochberg. 

Ronald Meretsky Memorial Fund 

In memory of Bonnie Kowal, beloved sister of Brenda Kovinsky by:  Dana Meretsky & Joe Katzman. 

Religious School Fund 

In memory of the beloved father of Shael Liebman by:  Cheryl & Michael Blacher & family. 

Harold Taub Scholastic Memorial Fund 

In memory of Kenneth Karp, beloved husband of Rita Karp by:  Paula Taub & family;  Burton & Betty Pazner. 

Remembering Harold Taub, beloved husband of Paula Taub by:  Brenda & Philip Cohen. 

The Yizkor Fund 

Donation made in memory of loved ones by:  Stu & Sue Selby. 

Donation made in memory of loved ones by:  Marilee Marcotte. 

Contributions 

October 2020 

Thank you to those who have given generously to Congregation 

Beth El this month. Gifts are a wonderful way to celebrate a 

birthday, an anniversary, the arrival of a child, or to remember 

the life of someone who has passed away. Your donations to 

these Temple funds are greatly appreciated.  

 

 צ ד ק ה

Our Anniversary Tree will soon be installed in the social hall. Leaves are available for purchase and can be inscribed for many 

occasions – celebrating family simchas, to remember a loved one or adding a permanent dedication to this milestone In our 

congregation’s history 



Sh'mini Atzeret - Simchat Torah ִׂשמַחת תֹוָרה       -ְׁשִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת   Deuteronomy 33:1  October 10, 2020 

Immediately following Sukkot, we observe Sh'mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, a fun-filled day during which we celebrate the completion of the 

annual reading of the Torah and affirm Torah as one of the pillars on which we build our lives. As part of the celebration, the Torah scrolls are 

taken from the ark and carried or danced around the synagogue seven times. During the Torah service, the concluding section of the fifth book 

of the Torah, D’varim (Deuteronomy), is read, and immediately following, the opening section of Genesis, or B'reishit, is read. This practice 

represents the cyclical nature of the relationship between the Jewish people and the reading of the Torah. 

Historically, Sh’mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah were two separate holidays (a day of reflection after the end of Sukkot and a celebration of 

Torah the following day). However, in Israel and in Reform congregations, which generally observe one day of holidays rather than two, Sh’mini 

Atzeret is observed concurrently with Simchat Torah. 

B'reishit ְּבֵראִׁשית In the Beginning   Genesis 1:1− 6:8  October 17, 2020 

God creates the world and everything in it in six days and rests on the seventh. (1:1 -2:3) 

Adam and Eve are placed in the Garden of Eden, where they eat the forbidden fruit and are subsequently exiled. (2:15 -3:24) 

Adam and Eve have two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain kills his brother, Abel. (4:1 -24) 

Adam and Eve have another child named Seth. The Torah lists the ten generations from Adam to Noah. (4:25 -5:32) 

God regrets having created human beings and decides to destroy everything on earth, but Noah finds favor with God. (6:5 -6:8)

Yom Rishon shel Sukkot   יֹום ִראׁשֹון ֶׁשל ֻסֹּכת  Leviticus 23:33-44  October 3, 2020 

In these verses, we are instructed to observe the festival of Sukkot for seven days. The first of the seven days is a sacred day, one on which we 

refrain from work. Our ancestors brought sacrifices to the Temple on each of the days and lived in a booth. Why would we be expected to 

dwell in a fragile booth, exposed to the elements? Perhaps it is so that we do not take our possessions for granted. Anyone who has experienced 

a hurricane or a fire in their home knows just how fragile our dwellings really are. We are told of the lulav and the etrog and we are commanded 

to rejoice on each of the seven days. How wonderful to be commanded to celebrate! 

Noach  ֹנַח  Noah    Genesis 6:9− 11:32  October 24, 2020 

God decides to cause a flood that will destroy the world, sparing only Noah's family and the animals that Noah gathers together on the ark. (6:9-

8:22) 

Life starts over again after the Flood. The Noahide Commandments are listed, and God uses a rainbow to make a symbol of the first covenant. 

(9:1-17) 

People start to build a city and the Tower of Babel. God scatters the people and gives them different languages to speak. (11:1-9) 

The ten generations from Noah to Abram are listed. (11:10-29:2) 

"It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to it is happy; its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all it paths are peace." 

(Proverbs 3:17-18)  

Lech L’cha ְלָך -ָלְך   Go Forth   Genesis 12:1− 17:27  October 31, 2020 

Abram, Sarai, and Lot go to Canaan. (12:1-9) 

Famine takes them to Egypt, where Abram identifies Sarai as his sister in order to save his life. (12:10-20) 

Abram and Lot separate. Lot is taken captive, and Abram rescues him. (13:1-14:24) 

Abram has a son, Ishmael, with his Egyptian maidservant, Hagar. (16:1-16) 

God establishes a covenant with Abram. The sign of this covenant is circumcision on the eighth day following a male baby's birth. (17:1-27) 



YOUR CONGREGATIONAL RABBI- Rabbi Lynn Goldstein is available for all congregants for all life cycle events, including funerals and unveilings. She 

will also visit those in hospital, nursing homes or homebound. She is also available if you are struggling with an issue, if you would like to talk or if you 

would just like to say “hi”. If you know of someone who would appreciate a visit; or would like more information, please call or email the Temple office. 

SIMCHAS- Please notify the office by the 15th of each month, if you wish to have a special event in your life (simchas, life-cycle events, etc.) published in 

your bulletin. 

STONE DEDICATIONS & UNVEILINGS- Rabbi Goldstein is available to perform Unveilings and Stone Dedications. Please contact her to make 

arrangements. We kindly request that you  advise the Beth El office of any Unveiling dates to be announced in the Beth El bulletin (please advise us if 

you wish the unveiling to be private and unpublished). The office will contact the Cemetery Caretaker to make the necessary preparations at the 

Cemetery before the unveiling. 

SPECIAL NOTICE- When scheduling a simcha, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, or Kiddush, please schedule your date first with the Rabbi, and then, after 

talking with the Rabbi, please confirm arrangements with the Beth El office. When holding such events please advise the office of catering details, 

deliveries, set-up of tables, number of guests expected, etc. so that we may avoid any misunderstandings and your event will be a pleasant one for all.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

SUPPORTING CONGREGATION BETH EL- A donation to Beth El is a wonderful way to congratulate friends and family on simchas, as well as a 

thoughtful and meaningful way to extend condolences.  A contribution card will be mailed to the recipient (minimum donation $18). You can phone the 

office at 969-2422 or the office can take your requests for donations on-line (or any other request, such as names to be included on our Mi Sheberach 

list, yahrzeits to be read, reservations for events) through our email address: bethelwindsor@cogeco.net. 

NOTICE- We would like to recognize the achievements of all our members, from our youngest children to our seniors.  Whatever your achievement, 

we would like to send a hearty mazal tov to you in the Bulletin so everyone will know of your efforts!  If you have a simcha, please call and provide us 

with details!  Thank you for your cooperation.  

BAR/BAT MITZVAH- Please contact the Rabbi to set a date for your family's simcha (joyous event) a year in advance.  After the Rabbi and family set the 

date, please notify the office so your special event will be on the community calendar as well as our Temple calendar.   

CANNABIS POLICY- As our Members will be aware, the recreational use of Cannabis has been legalized by the Provincial Government as of October 

17th, 2018.  The Board of Directors considered the impact of this new legislation at their Board Meeting convened October 16th, 2018.  At that time, 

the Board agreed that not only would the recreational use of Cannabis on Beth El property not be in keeping with the family values that Beth El aspires 

to, but the recreational use of Cannabis in public places is still prohibited, despite the new legislation.  The Board accordingly unanimously agreed to 

prohibit the use of Cannabis on Beth El property, at all times.  The Board asks that Members and their guests respect this decision and adhere to it fully. 

 

LET US KNOW WHO IS IN THE HOSPITAL 

Privacy laws do not permit the hospital to call and advise Beth El when 

our congregants are hospitalized.  

Please remember that we cannot identify Jewish patients in the hospital 

unless our Rabbi is notified they are there!  Rabbi Goldstein very much 

wants to visit with any of our members who are hospitalized or 

homebound.  Please call her and let her know.  If you are calling during 

business hours, please call the Temple.  In an after-hours emergency, 

please call our Rabbi on her cell phone at 314-591-8559.   

Bikkur Cholim or “Visiting the sick, is a very important Jewish value.  In 

addition to the calls and visits to your ill family and friends, you can help 

our rabbi to perform this mitzvah too.  Call the Rabbi Goldstein so that 

she can help perform this mitzvah. 

CEMETERY NOTICE 

The Beth El Cemetery gates are open on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 8:00 

a.m. - 5:00 p.m., with the exception of 

Jewish Holidays.  Please Note: even though 

the gates are open on the days and hours 

stated above, you will notice that there are chains wrapped around 

the gates and they appear to be locked.  In the past few years, due to 

youths in the area gathering at the cemetery on occasion, the care-

taker had closed the gates with a chain to make it appear they were 

locked. Unfortunately at times this chain and lock were difficult to 

remove by our members, and has now been removed on the above 

mentioned days when the cemetery will be open.   

Events and Announcements For Your Information 



Mishkan ha Nefesh 

Without doubt, the book of the month is the new two-volume prayer book for the holidays that we 

experienced a few days ago.  It’s too bad that it could not have been introduced during “normal” times when 

we could have had more time to peruse it, think about it, and perhaps discuss its rich content before using it, 

but we will have the chance to do all that in the future.  It really is a major change in many ways, but all the 

traditional prayers are there in their original Hebrew texts and they and all the translations and comments 

may be selected to suit any congregation.  In this year of Pandemic, we have been thrown into a different 

kind of worship service than ever before, and what Rabbi Lynn and the team have put together in a short 

time has been a commendable experience for us all. 

If you have not yet had the opportunity to look extensively into these volumes, you will be pleased, I believe, 

at the short essays that introduce each volume.  Written by leading scholars, they reflect the advances in 

Reform Judaism’s appreciations of the variety of worshippers in Abraham’s tent today.  The compilers as a 

group wrote “We believe that the Reform nature of this machzor will be most evident in its respectful yet 

fresh approach to tradition, in its unwavering commitment to the equality of men and women….and perhaps, 

most of all, in its effort to deal with the tension between the historical theology of the High Holy Days 

(God’s sovereignty and judgment) and more contemporary beliefs, such as the theology of human 

empowerment.”   

In addition to the brilliant introductory essays in both volumes, there are a few pages of new “For Study and 

Reflection” passages for our time, quite different in so many ways from the world of 1978 when our 

“current” Holiday prayer book was released.  I think all of us who have lived through the past year would 

even say that the world of 2020 is quite different from the world that preceded it.  Mishkan ha Nefesh will 

be with us for many years, and we will have the chance to read it carefully over the years, the pages that we 

will use in our services and the pages that we will not read in communal worship, but will be available for us 

to read individually and perhaps talk about with each other.   

 

Jewish Book Club 

Sponsored by Congregation Beth El 



Community Events 

October 2020 

 ֲחבּוָרה
Save the date, attend the event and 

 support your community 

Cineplex Odeon Theaters 

 Devonshire Mall 

Enjoy the films and 

become a 2021 sponsor to 

support our 18th (chai) year! 

The 18th Annual  

Ruth & Bernard 

Friedman 

Windsor Jewish 

Film Festival 

Due to the 

Coronavirus Covid-

19 outbreak, the 

Windsor Jewish 

Film Festival has 

been  tentatively 

rescheduled for 

Spring 2021. 

ment. He is looking forward to applying his skills to the growth and 

transformation of the Windsor Jewish community.    

  

Thank you to Howard Spinner as chair of the search committee 

along with Roz Breshgold, Naomi Levitz, Dr Michael Malowitz, and 

Rhea De Verteuil for the hours they spent on this extensive search 

process.  Also, a big thank you to the Executive of the Board for their 

commitment and work to finalize this important decision. 

  

I would like to thank the staff at the WJCC for their creativity and 

hard work during this unusual time.  In particular, I would like to 

extend appreciation to Ronna Hope Warsh who has acted at Interim 

Executive Director since May.  She was able to step in quickly and 

provide leadership at a critical time, especially with the I. L. Peretz 

House and our vulnerable seniors population.  In November Ronna 

will work with Dan to transition this job to him and ensure he is up 

to speed on the needs of our local community. 

  

This has been a difficult time for everyone I know many of you have 

been attending the JCC events either virtually or in person with dis-

tancing. I am delighted with the participation of the community over 

the summer months in our virtual and socially distanced events. 

  

May you enjoy this time of reflection and renewal. 

  

S h a n a h  T o v a h  f r o m  m y  f a m i l y  t o  y o u r s . 

WJCC STAFFING UPDATE:  

MESSAGE FROM WJCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESIDENT, 

MARK ABRAHAM:  

After an extensive search led by a selection committee of the Board 

with the assistance of a executive search professional specializing 

in Jewish community leadership roles, we are pleased to announce 

the selection of Dan Brotman as our new Executive Director.   

  

Dan is an accomplished, passionate and articulate Jewish commu-

nity professional and entrepreneur. Born and raised outside of Bos-

ton, Dan moved to Israel after high school and completed a year of 

service in the Education Corps of the Israel Defence Forces. He 

graduated with an Honours BA in International Studies from the 

University of Oregon, where he was active in Jewish campus life and 

taught Hebrew at a local synagogue. He has spent the past 10 years 

in positions of increasing responsibility within Jewish communities 

in South Africa, serving initially as Head of Media and Public Affairs 

for the South African Jewish Board of Deputies in Cape Town, and 

subsequently as Executive Director of the South Africa-Israel Forum 

in Johannesburg.  Most recently, he was the co-founder and CEO of 

a successful corporate experiential education company, connecting 

Africa's private sector to ten countries around the world, including 

Israel. Dan has substantial and proven skills in community and pro-

gram development, fundraising and board and volunteer engage-



MESSAGE FROM INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

RONNA WARSH:  

   I have been privileged to lead our Jewish Community Center during this pandemic. It was a daunting task at first but became 

easier as staff and members pulled together. 

   We hired young people from our community to use their creative skills and deliver very fun programs to both youth and adults. 

Thanks to all of the summer students and permanent staff who have been working full steam to support our new directions. We 

made the best of a tough situation. 

   I am delighted the Mazal is back in our kitchen and that so many of you ordered her food for the holidays. Many of us will all be 

eating her brisket on Rosh Hashana and her wonderful Break Fast meal. 

   The JCC is open now open with safety protocols in place. Feel free to come into our safe and quiet gym to work out on our 

new equipment.  (Reservations are required due to COVID, call or text Jamie McCurdy at 226-787-2428 to reserve your time.) 

We all need to keep in shape right now!! 

   I am happy to continue to work as a part time Executive Director until mid- November when Dan Brotman our new Executive 

Director takes the reigns. I am sure that Dan will enjoy the role as much as I have this past 5 months. 

   I have enjoyed talking to so many of you this summer and your input and guidance has been most appreciated. 

 Happy New Year and please stay safe, 

  

Fondly 

Ronna Hope Warsh 

Interim Executive Director 

  

Community Events 

October 2020 

 ֲחבּוָרה
Save the date, attend the event and 

 support your community 

Community Shofar Blowing at Jackson Park 



 

 

Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directors 

Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-2021 Board of Directors 

 

Rabbinic Chair  

George and Rosanne Agree Endowment 

Arthur and Brian Barat Memorial  

Camp George Scholarship  

Building  

Friendship Circle 

Cheifetz Family Memorial  

Beatrice Cherniak Memorial Flower  

Charles and Ethel Cohen Endowment 

Joseph M. and Florence Cohen Endowment 

Sam M. and Celia Cohen Scholastic Endowment 

Faye, Morris and Harvey Duke Memorial 

Saul and Marion Fainstein Memorial 

Aron Fink Endowment   

Jane and Sam Freed Memorial 

Golden Book 

Maurice and Esther Goldstein Endowment 

Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial 

Ted Hochberg Memorial 

Ethel and Harry Hoffman Memorial 

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music 

Larry Kaiman Memorial 

Fran and Aaron Katzman Endowment 

Ronald Meretsky Memorial 

Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut Memorial 

Rabbi W. Gunther and Elizabeth S. Plaut Memorial  

Rabbi’s Discretionary  

Religious School 

Harry and Dora Rosen Memorial  

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School 

William Silver and Doreen Silver-Bricker Memorial 

Social Action Projects 

Sam and Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial 

Torah  

Dorothy T. & Max Weingarden Endowment 

Joyce Weingarden Memorial 

Yahrzeit 

Congregation Beth El Special Fund List 

What better way to celebrate, honor, or remember loved ones, 

special occasions or friends through a generous tax-deductible 

donation. Minimum donation is $18. Golden Book and Mitzvah Fund 

donations are $36.00. New prayer books are now available for plating 

with the cost remaining $54.00. Thank you for making a culture of 

giving to Congregation Beth El an integral part of your Jewish life.   

Dr. Zoia Sherman  

  

  

  

  

Michael Blacher Stephen Lutvak 

Audrey Bondy Dr. Michael H. Malowitz  

William Botton Dr. Reuben Schnayer 

Brenda S. Cohen Paula M. Taub 

Carl S. Cohen, Q.C., LL.D. Al Teshuba 

James L. Cohen Arthur B. Weingarden 

William Goldstein  

Marc S. Katzman  

  

Tree of Life 

Inscribe your family “Simchas” on our synagogue’s Tree of Life. An inscription is a permanent dedication to the happy meaningful events that touch our lives. Leaf inscriptions are 

$150.00 and stone inscriptions are $1000.00 Please call the Beth El office to order 

Golden Book 

The Golden Book in the Beth El lobby may be inscribed for Simchas for any occasion for a donation of  $36.00. 

Memorial Plaques 

To honour your loved ones who have passed away, a memorial plaque shows a genuine sign of religious feeling. It bears the individual’s name with the Hebrew and secular dates of 

death. A contribution of $450.00 to the Temple secures this memorial inscription. Please call the Beth El office 519-969-2422 to order.  

President  Karen Rosen 

Vice President Julie Tepperman 

Vice President  

Secretary Dr. Michael H. Malowitz 

Treasurer  

Past-President Lawrence Pazner 


