Congregation Beth El
“A Reform Congregation
with a warm approach to tradition”
Celebrating 60 years 1960-2020

The Rabbi’s Corner
By Rabbi Lynn Goldstein

March, 2020
5 Adar - 6 Nissan, 5780
Vol. 59, No. 9

ניסן תש"פ-אדר

Purim Tidbits from two wise Rabbis
From Rabbi Stephen Pinsky
The festival of Purim, with all its lovely nonsense remains one of our most entertaining
holidays. Nothing about it is serious. Nothing about it is factual. And as for religious,
the name of God does not even appear in the entire Book of Esther. Nor is there even
passing reference to worship or to prayer. The story is fiction. it is secular. And it
gives every appearance of being straight out of Arabian Nights....

Excerpts from "Faith and Laughter" by Irving Greenberg
On Purim the laughter reaches surprising heights...Purim is a put on in many ways: Witness the broad caricature of
the Megilla and the raucousness of the celebration. The humor carries a religious message, however. Humor
expresses transcendence of unredeemed reality, and it takes sanctity itself with a sense of limits. Satire prevents us
from making the sacred absolute (only God is absolute). The unchecked tendency to respect religion all too often
leads to deifying the ritual and the outward form of God. If people take the sacred too solemnly, they are confusing
their religious expression ---which is relative and limited in truth---with the infinite God Whom they really seek to
serve.
There is another element involved, an element one can appreciate a bit more in the generation after the
Holocaust. The humor is in part a defiance and an outcry. In a sense, is it not absurd that the genocide came so
close? That a tyrant was enraged and a whole nation was condemned? That a drunken, fatuous king casually agreed
(and a week later he didn't remember) and a whole people's doom was sealed? Is it not ridiculous that but for Esther's
tricks and by that narrow margin Jews were barely saved from total savagery? Does this momentary confrontation
with mass death not strip the veil of rationality from reality, exposing its tragic and outrageous nature?
One can only respond with laughter and mockery and put-on, satirizing God and the bitter joke this world threatens
to become...but as the hilarity reaches its climax Jews move from bitterness to humor. In laughing at religious forms
and at reality, one admits the fallibility of religious hopes but one also affirms them. In satire and humor, the
pretensions of the moment are punctured. Through the humor, Jews project themselves into future redeemed reality
that transcends the moment. Thus hope is kept live and the Messiah remains possible.
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Able and eager to help their children in their Hebrew
reading homework.

Windsor, Ontario N9E 2W2

The psychological impact of that parental involvement

519-969-2422
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A second twenty-year dream will come to be.

Past President: Lawrence Pazner
Rabbi Emeritus: Jeffrey Ableser

And to be transformed

In that second dream,
That Hebrew will resound loud and clear in every
synagogue of our land,

Every college in the land
Will offer courses in Hebrew conversation

Inside this issue

Alongside courses in Spanish, French and other
tongues.

•

Rabbi’s Message

•

Congregational Happenings

•

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Mazel
Tovs, Good Health Wishes

I have a dream that somewhere a philanthropist ,

•

Yahrzeits and Condolences

Will be eager to designate many millions of dollar s

•

Contributions

For the achievement of the initial ten- year dream,

•

Committee information

And the subsequent twenty-year dream.

•

Community events

I have a dream that by the year 2040, the nightmare of
the " Vanishing American Jew"

By the year 2040, Hebrew will become the second
language of most college educated American Jews.

A dreamer, a " soul on fire,"

Will vanish like smoke
And never again haunt our days and our nights.

Back by Popular Demand

That a culturally transformed Jewish community

Hebrew Marathon

Will forge ahead with assurance

March 2nd and 3rd

Towards a great and meaningful Survival.
Eliezer Ben Yehudah, Theodore Herzl, Ben Gurion,

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Natan Scharansky, Yosef Begun are calling upon us:

Please RSVP
In a thousand congregations,
Who can read, will teach the hundreds of
thousands who can't
In short mini-courses that will follow up the
Marathons,
Until every Marathon graduate acquires full fluency
And full confidence.
I have a dream that this ten- year revival

Summon all your courage, Summon all your vision.
Never say impossible!
If you will it, it shall not be a fairy tale.
I have a dream!!! Please share it with me! ''Proclaim

Hebrew literacy throughout the land! "

- Noah (" Hebrew Literacy”) Golinkin

Shabbat Services and Tanakh Study
March 2020

עֲבוֺ דׇ ה
Worship and Spirituality

Our Friday night service features the rituals, melodies and warmth of our congregation. The service features a sermon or presentation by our
rabbi. At the conclusion of the service, the Oneg Shabbat provides worshippers with an setting for sharing stories, greetings and desserts, and for
celebrating the joy of Shabbat. It is also an opportunity to sponsor an Oneg in honour of or in memory of a loved one, a special birthday , a job
promotion, a retirement or just because. Services begin promptly at 7:00 pm. On the first Friday evening each month, we have a pot luck dairy
dinner prior to the service beginning at 6:00 pm.
Join us for Torah Study 9:30 am every Saturday unless otherwise noted or inclement weather. Discussion of the weekly portion is lively, informed
and well-researched, Participants express a wide range of interpretations of the central text of our faith.

Shabbat Services

Tanakh Study and Learning

Friday, March 6

Saturday, March 7

Candle lighting 6:10 pm

T’tzaveh

Pot luck dinner 6:00 pm

No Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, March 14

Friday, March 13

Ki Tisa

Candle lighting 7:18 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, March 21

Friday, March 20

Vayak’heil-P’kudei

Candle lighting 7:26 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, March 28

Friday, March 27

Vayikra

Candle lighting 7:34 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

And God blessed the seventh day and called it holy.
Genesis 2:3

Jewish Philanthropy
A Message from the URJ

5 Shifts Congregations Need to Make to Keep Up with the Changing Times
By Rabbi Esther Lederman and Amy Asin
Current societal and religious trends offer Reform congregations in North America an urgent and unprecedented opportunity to reimagine their way into the
future.
First, let’s review some key data: The Jewish community is dramatically more diverse than we once realized it was: One in every seven to eight Jews is a person
of color; we have a sizeable LGBTQIA+ population; and the number of Jewish-adjacent individuals in our communities is growing. At the same time, religious
affiliation is in decline, more houses of worship are shutting their doors than opening up for business, and “Jews of no religion” are on the rise. What’s more,
today’s increasing lifespans mean we’re serving as many as five generations of adults in our congregations.
Although this diversity of life experience is a blessing, it can also be a challenge. Often, as with any group of different experiences and generations, its
members have varying needs and desires.
What do these and other trends mean for the future of the congregational model? We at the Union for Reform Judaism recognize the need for, at a minimum,
five key shifts in the mindsets and behaviors of congregations and their leaders.
Shift 1: Move away from developing leaders in specific positions and instead focus on developing leaders who can make things happen, without regard to title
or role.
Becoming more focused on leaders who can deliver means saying “yes” more often. When someone says, “I’d love to be in a photography group. Does the
congregation have one of those?” we don’t respond with, “Let’s put that on the agenda of the next program committee.” Instead, we say, “Not yet. Would you
like to start one?”
Often, this type of behavior will come from leaders outside the congregational leadership system – including those who haven’t yet joined and members who
don’t have a title or a position of authority. To implement this approach, then, congregations and other legacy institutions will need to learn how to reward
entrepreneurial behavior and find ways to develop leaders who behave this way.
Shift 2: Move away from text-to-life approaches (engaging people by starting with prayer, or Hebrew, or ritual and texts) and instead embrace life-to-text
approaches that engage people by starting with their lives.
Rather than the standard text-to-life approach – i.e., trying to engage people with a piece of text or by just urging people to come to services – starting with
people’s lives requires embracing a life-to-text approach.
That means that, instead of offering a congregational course on “Shabbat: An Oasis in Time,” filled with text study and Heschelian quotes, we might instead
offer a course called “Answering the Challenge of Being Overwhelmed,” held at the local school. It might mean partnering with therapists to offer a learning
opportunity for couples to talk about strengthening their marriages – using Jewish lessons and stories to teach the values that help support healthy
partnerships.
This approach has implications for how clergy and educators prepare to work with individuals on a life-to-text basis. Addressing individuals’ needs may require
different skills and mindsets from leaders who have embraced the status quo and who are primarily concerned with filling seats in programs.
Shift 3: Worry less about affiliation and membership; instead, move toward a culture of belonging.
When we become more focused on building a culture of belonging, we have to change the questions we ask ourselves. Now, we often ask: How do I get soand-so to join? Why aren’t they members? Instead we need to ask: Do people feel seen, heard, known, and loved? Do people feel like they are home?
Congregations will need to recognize that although they occupy an important part of the Jewish ecosystem, they will not be its sole residents. As Jewish startups experience explosive growth (which only will continue), individual Jews and their families will likely not claim allegiance to just one place but rather may
seek to belong in multiple venues and spaces. This will open up the opportunity to embrace participants who have not joined and to welcome the energy they
bring to the community, finding other ways to have them pay for their participation. It will also reinforce the need to collaborate even more.
All of these changes will put pressure on congregations’ economic models, which will need to account for the fact that, going forward, people may not join a
single institution for a long period of time. These communities will need to devise new ways to fund what they do.

Continued on page 5
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A Message from the URJ

Shift 4: Worry less about what the Jewish community looks like now; instead, build for what the Jewish community is becoming.
Imagine what it would mean to create and co-construct with new audiences, rather than only imagining with the current folks coming through
your doors.
It means acknowledging that just because you don’t see Jews of Color in your congregation – or transgender Jews, or working-class Jews – it
doesn’t mean they don’t exist; it means we haven’t yet eliminated the barriers to their participation.
It means taking a hard look at who we honor with positions of authority on our boards.
It means asking hard questions about what Jewish life and rituals look like for Jewish-adjacent folks in our community. What might a rabbi-led
funeral look like for a member of our community who isn’t Jewish – someone for whom the synagogue is the only spiritual home they’ve ever
known? What would it look like to build a community with folks whose grandparents are an integral part of their children and grandchildren’s
lives?
It means stopping the use of the language of welcome that assumes that new people are invited to adapt themselves to our existing framework
and saying instead, “We recognize that the Jewish people is made up of all kinds of Jews. Let’s co-create a Jewish experience or a Jewish space
together.”
Shift 5: Focus less on the needs of the institution and more on the needs of people.
When we become more person-centric and less focused on the needs of the institution, we become more empathetic and curious about people.
Rather than simply asking, “Why aren’t they giving more of their time and money to this place?” we wonder about their pain points and how they
want to live their lives. Instead of organizing a congregation’s central activities around the needs of what leadership deems important, the organizing principles become the questions that animate people’s lives.
There are, of course, implications of this approach, particularly for congregations, which are often so attached to the assets of their buildings,
infrastructures, and staffing models that they are unable to innovate or take risks. In order to truly shift the focus from the needs of the congregation to the needs of the people it serves, leaders will need to develop the ability to ask whether their current assets serve them or keep them
from experimenting.
We should also realize that many congregations, as they are structured today, aren’t engaging with the real, human, Jewish needs of our clergy
and professionals. For every rabbi who aspires to be a senior rabbi, there are twice as many who don’t want that life. Our educators, cantors,
rabbis, and executive directors were called to the sacred work of transforming people’s lives; they didn’t want to run membership institutions.
How do we work together to get create a place where we can all flourish?
Putting people at the center of our work will help congregational leaders see that serving the needs of the community will make it more likely
that the institution will survive – rather than the other way around. This will allow congregations to embrace greater collaboration, instead of
seeing other institutions as the competition.
When Jerusalem was under attack, and the Temple on the verge of collapse, a visionary named Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai snuck out under cover
of night, hiding as a corpse, to create a new way of Jewish life without the Temple at its center. But we need not wait for the Romans to destroy
our Temple to realize that this is a moment of deep change for those of us leading and supporting congregations.
Today, there are hundreds of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai’s ready to imagine and build new possibilities of Jewish life – and we don’t want to have
to do it in darkness, hidden under the cover of a shroud. Let us become what the future needs us to be, and let us do so boldly, unapologetically,
in broad daylight.

Rabbi Esther Lederman is the director of congregational innovation at the Union for Reform Judaism. Amy Asin is the vice president for strengthening congregations at the Union for Reform Judaism.

Purim

March 9 - 10, 2020

The story of Purim is found in the Book of Esther, one of the books in the Ketuvim (Writings) section of the Bible. It is set in the
land of Persia (current day Iran) at the time when Ahashverosh (Ahasuerus) was king. King Ahashverosh held a banquet in the
capital city of Shushan and ordered his queen, Vashti, to come and dance before his guests. She refused to appear and lost her
royal position.
Acting on advice from his counselors, Ahashverosh had women from all over the kingdom brought to him, so he could choose a
new queen. Esther, a young Jewish woman from Shushan, was chosen. However, following the advice of her cousin, Mordechai
(who raised her after her parents died), Esther did not reveal her Jewish origins to the king.
Mordechai often sat near the gate of the king's palace. One day he overheard two men, Bigthan and Teresh, plotting to kill the
king. Mordechai reported what he had heard to Esther. She then reported the information to the king. The matter was
investigated and found to be true, and Bigthan and Teresh were put to death. Mordechai's deed was recorded in the king’s diary.
Meanwhile, the king's evil adviser, Haman, paraded through the streets, demanding that all bow down to him. Because Jews do not
bow to anyone but God, Mordechai refused to bow down to Haman. Upon learning that Mordechai was Jewish, Haman decided to
kill all the Jews in the Persian empire. He plotted to kill them—convincing King Ahashverosh to go along with the plan—and cast
purim ("lots," plural of pur), a kind of lottery, to determine the day on which he would carry out his evil deed: the 13th of Adar.
However, Mordechai alerted Esther to Haman's evil plot, and Esther, in turn, revealed her Jewish identity to the king, convincing
him to save the Jews and foiling Haman's plot. The Jews were allowed to fight back against the king’s soldiers, and triumphed after
a fierce battle. Haman was hanged, Mordechai received his estates and the position of royal vizier (adviser), and the Jews of Persia
celebrated their narrow escape on the 14th of Adar, the day after they were supposed to be annihilated.
Thus, the fate Haman had planned for the Jews became his own. The holiday of Purim celebrates the bravery of Esther and
Mordechai and the deliverance of the Jewish people from Haman’s decree of death.
Over the centuries, Haman has come to symbolize every anti-Semite in every land where Jews were oppressed. The significance of
Purim lies not so much in how it began, but in what it has become: a thankful and joyous affirmation of Jewish survival.
When We Celebrate
Although Purim is celebrated in most places on the 14th of Adar, in Jerusalem, it is celebrated on the 15th. M’gillat Esther explains,
“on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month—that is the month of Adar—when the king’s command and decree were to be
executed, the very day on which the enemies of the Jews intended to have rule over them, the opposite happened, and the Jews
prevailed over their adversaries.” The Jews fought and won on the 13th of Adar and celebrated the following day. However,
M’gillat Esther continues by explaining that the Jews did not defeat their enemies until the 14th of Adar in the walled city of
Shushan. Therefore, cities that were enclosed during the time of Joshua do not celebrate until the 15th of Adar, which has been
appropriately named Shushan Purim. Because of the significance of Jerusalem, Purim is celebrated there on Shushan Purim.

Congregational Happenings
March 2020

March 8th,
2020

Purim Carnival

To volunteer to help make this
the best…. just let the office
know! We need people to staff
booths, sell food, give prizes,
and lots more. We need you to
help make this a never to be
forgotten event! Call or email
the Temple office:
bethelwindsor@cogeco.net or
519-969-2422.

Congregational Happenings
March 2020

Thank You
To those congregants who work
bingos at Breakaway Gaming Centre
Funds raised by bingo help to support the cost of our
Religious School.
Please patronize Breakaway and help in our fundraising.

For Your Information

We now have over 150 larger thick
books. As you know, we received 100
books from the Weingarden Family, and
just this fall, received an additional 100
paperback copies of Mishkan Tefillah from
the Canadian Council of Reform
Judaism. The Congregation wishes to
thank the CCRJ for their generous
donation of these siddurs.

Comments on Lively Synagogues - taken from another synagogue’s bulletin

Thought

A lively synagogue has lots of noisy children and young people; A dead synagogue doesn't

for the Month

A lively synagogue often changes the way things are done. A dead synagogue doesn't have
to.
A lively synagogue asks people to open up and risk involvement; A dead synagogue plays it
safe and never risks.

A lively synagogue sees challenges and opportunities; A dead synagogue sees problems and dangers.
A lively synagogue apologizes, forgives and seeks forgiveness; A dead synagogue never makes mistakes.
A lively synagogue uses its traditions and facilities to serve people. A dead synagogue uses people to serve facilities and functions.
A lively synagogue believes in God's future and "lets go" with faith; A dead synagogue believes in the past and "hold on."
A lively synagogue is filled with committee givers; A dead synagogue is filled with tippers.
A lively synagogue dares to dream great dreams for what can be; A dead synagogue has nightmares.

Congregational Happenings
March 2020
Pot Luck Dairy Dinner prior to
Shabbat Services
Friday, March 6
6:00 pm

For Your Information

We are seeking more volunteers to help with Onegs.
They would be scheduled once every 4 to 6 weeks,
with a partner.
Responsibilities include putting out the food, kiddush wine and bread, and cleaning up after the
Oneg.

Pot Luck dairy dinners
to be held the first
Friday of each month

Office Closings in March
There are no closings in the month
of March
Board of Directors' Meetings 7:00pm
March 24

OUR NEW AND
IMPROVED
WEBSITE IS UP! CHECK
IT OUT @
bethelwindsor.ca

Thank You
To Dr. Zoia Sherman for
sponsoring the oneg on
February 14, 2020 in memory of her
beloved parents Paulina Moldowansky and
Markus Fichgendler.

Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov to Selma Cheifetz
on the upcoming marriage of
her granddaughter Jordana
Cheifetz to Brian Kirsch. The
wedding will be in Michigan Sunday, March 8, 2020.

To Norma Fink for sponsoring the oneg on
February 21, 2020 in memory of her
beloved husband Aron Fink and beloved
mother Bessie Joffe.

Beth El’s
Mini Jewish University
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein

Talmud Torah - Adult Education

תַּ לְ מּוד תוֺ ׇרה

Modern Jewish Thought

Lunch ‘N Learn, Spirituality

Join us as we study “Choices in Modern Jewish Thought”, major Jewish
philosophers of the last century. We are learning about the works of
Hermann Cohen, Leo Baeck, Mordecai Kaplan, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin
Buber, Abraham Heschel and Joseph Solovetchik as well as the theories and
events that caused a shift into modern Jewish thinking. Topics we study will
include Zionism, Holocaust, personal autonomy, and more. This course is
ongoing through the early spring. We meet Wednesdays from 5:00 pm to
6:30 pm.

Thursdays 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings, 1:15 - 2:45 pm
From the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem:
Memory is a central element in defining modern Jewish identity. As we look
to Israel's future, we need to engage anew with our past and explore its
meanings and consequences. Through the consideration of major historic
moments, this class grapples with the different ideas and
values that
shape the meaning of modern Israel, Zionism, and
Jewish
identity today.
This course explores the pivotal events of
1947 and 1967 following the 1917 Balfour Declaration - as key moments
when Zionism unleashed new
thinking about the meaning of
Jewishness for generations
to come. The course engages Jews
in an open and pluralistic discussion about issues of Jewish
identity, peoplehood, ethics, and theology, as they relate to
nationhood, land, sovereignty, Jerusalem, occupation,
moral red
lines.
Sessions include a video lecture and a roundtable video discussion with
senior Hartman Institute faculty, as well as primary sources and background readings. Class begins Sunday, Nov. 17 at 1:15 pm
TOPICS INCLUDE:
1917: Balfour Declaration: Idea of a Homeland for the Jewish People
1947: The United Nations Partition Plan: The Jews in the World
1967: The Six Day War: Power, Land, and God
Judea and Samaria: Occupation or Liberation
One State, Two States: Moral Red Lines
Jerusalem of God, Prayer and Peoplehood

We have selected Rabbi Lawrence Kushner’s wonderful book. Rabbi Kushner is a beautiful story teller, and encourages us to delve deep into his and
our own spirituality.
Jacob was running away from home. One night he lay down in the wilderness
to sleep and had one of the great mystical experiences of Western religion.
He dreamed there was a ladder, with messengers ascending and descending,
stretched between heaven and earth.
For thousands of years, people have tried to understand what the messengers came down to tell Jacob, and us. Now in a daring blend of scholarship
and imagination, psychology and history, Lawrence Kushner gathers an inspiring range of interpretations of Genesis 28:16 given by sages, from Shmuel bar
Nachmani in third-century Palestine to Hannah Rachel Werbermacher of
Ludomir who lived in Poland two hundred years ago. Through a fascinating
new literary genre and Kushner’s creative reconstruction of the teachers’ lives
and times, we enter the study halls and sit at the feet of these spiritual masters to learn what each discovered about God’s Self and ourselves as they
ascend and descend Jacob’s ladder.
In this illuminating journey, our spiritual guides ask and answer the fundamental questions of human experience: Who am I? Who is God? What is God’s
role in history? What is the nature of evil? How should I relate to God and
other people? Could the universe really have a self?
God Was in This Place & I, i Did Not Know is about God and about you; it is
about discovering God’s place in the universe, and yours.

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes

Mishpacha-Our Congregational Family
March 2020

To those
celebrating
anniversaries in
March

There are no anniversaries in March
To those celebrating birthdays
in March
3
4
4
5
9
9
9
11
11
12
16
17
18
18
19
19
19
21
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
27
27
27
28
28

Barbara Lewis
Joan Shuter
Benjamin Tepperman
Dr. Sharon Horlick
Francine Botton
Barrie Rubin
Dr. Gerald Silverman
Andrea Silverman
Maximus Davis
Melissa Polsky
Austin Teshuba
Marc S. Katzman
Judy Ableser
Savannah Cedroni
Miriam Goldstein
Lyudmila Sionov
Liam Williams
Xavier Cedroni
Whitney Shanfield
Miriam Gifford
Charles Rosen
Adam Sionov
Al Teshuba
Audrey Bondy
Lisa Ann Katzman
Norma Fink
Burton Pazner
Ronald Polsky
James Atin-Godden
Irina Davis

Good Health Wishes Refu’ah Sheleimah
A complete healing to:
Dorothy Buckhalter

Hannah Levin

Suzanne Selby

Tony Lee

Ed Levitt

Mildred Silver

Pat Routliffe

Cindy Jeris

Lil Lederman

Nel Chelsky

Nina Zlotnik

Mark Vruble

Valerie Horner

Rona Paquette

Annette Teich

Miriam Schnayer

Jackie Farrell

Wayne Katz

Louise Ziff

Beth Horowitz

Brenda Kay

Avraham Labe

Sidney Chelsky
Florence Cohen
Kathy Selby
Robin Martin Duttman

Kenneth Karp

Marla Rivard

Jackie Eisenberg

Richard McGuinty

Sharon Kaplan

Morton Kaplan

Dr. Milton Cohen
Avigail Sarah Bat Devorah
Alan Orman
Marilyn Guss
Peter Winagar
Sheldon Indig
Samantha Lock

Thank you to all our members who contribute to our many funds. A gift of $18 to the Temple is a very meaningful way to congratulate a friend or family member on happy occasions or to express get wells or condolences. Please remember Beth El
with your donations. All donations are eligible for a tax receipt.

If you wish to have your birthday or a family member's birthday or your anniversary listed in the bulletin, please contact the
Beth El office at 519-969-2422.. To ensure that you receive your bulletin, please call us if you have a change of address or if
you wish to receive your bulletin by e-mail.

Yahrtzeits
March 2020
Week of February 29-March 6
1 Charlotte Appel
1 Geraldine Morton
1 Dr. Jack Gorov
1 Rachel Magder
1 Morley Silver
1 Sylvia Garber
1 Esther Barat
1 Jack Arber
1 Charles Cohen
2 Maurice Berg
3 Nathan Tepperman
3 Judy Eskin
3 Nan Rosenberg
4 Jack Novominsky
4 Bessie Lederman
4 Nathan Brown
4 Dvorah Schlossberg
5 Marshall Lefcourt
5 Alex Gril
5 Rose Appel
5 Robert Tucker
5 Rachel Mondschein
6 Eva Pollock
6 Samuel Taub
6 Esther Goren

May their memories always be for a blessing

זייל
12
13
13
13
13

Bruce Fortier
Nan Rosenberg
Dr. Seymour Smelsey
Sara Rotman
Aaron Shabsove

Week of March 14-20
14 Robert Brown
14 Lillian Anderson
14 Sam F. Cohen
15 Alfred Brown
15 Freda Tabachnick
15 Seymour Brodsky
15 Louis Lutvak
16 Elrick C. Shumer
16 Sara Nicole Cohen
17 Rubin Shklov
18 Sam Winograd
19 Gerald Verk
19 George Agree
19 Shirley Shanbon
19 Louis Tabachnick

Zichronam L’vracha - We remember

Week of March 21-27
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
25
25
25
25
26
27

Ethel Hoffman
Dorothy Krever
Gail Rosenblum
Louis Shanbon
Lazer Dzodin
John Kaplan
Johanna Holzel Bennett
Robert Krever
Rosanne Agree
Ben Kline
Rae Hankin Shklov
Sam Freed
Alice Brown Presser
William Silver
Mildred Shuster
William Sapperstin
Tema Goldberg
Arthur Weingarden

Week of March 28-April 3
30 Rachel Jacquart
31 Alexander Brown

Week of March 7-13
7 Zelda Stotland
7 Joseph Lev
7 Elka Zhelner
7 Sylvia Finestone
8 Isaac Indig
9 Elaine Greenstein
10 Morley Bodnoff
10 Allen Kaplan
12 Esther Giller

Correction
The names of JENNY BASS, HARRY ROSENTHAL,
SALLY FARKUS, and MONA HORLICK were
inadvertently from the February bulletin yahrzeit list.
We regret any inconvenience.

Contributions
March 2020

ק ה

ד

צ

Thank you to those who have given generously to Congregation
Beth El this month. Gifts are a wonderful way to celebrate a
birthday, an anniversary, the arrival of a child, or to remember
the life of someone who has passed away. Your donations to
these Temple funds are greatly appreciated.

Arthur & Brian Barat Memorial Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Nancy Barat.
In memory of Dr. George Liss, beloved father of Marvin Liss by: Nels Katzman.

The Building Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Lawrence Pazner, Jori Rosenberg & family; Dan & Audrey Bondy.
In memory of William Kovinsky, beloved brother of Anna Levin by: Anna Levin.

The Friendship Circle
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Janet Rosenbaum.
In memory of Annie Rosenbaum, beloved mother-in-law of Janet Rosenbaum by: Janet Rosenbaum.

Aron Fink Endowment Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Norma Fink & Salomon Smeer.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Cheryl & Michael Blacher; David & Susan Berger; Kathy Cohen;
Anne B. Winograd; Nels Katzman; Reuben & Aviva Schnayer; Steven & Julie Kupsov; Mendy & Rosalie Dalfen; The Lesansky Family; Carl
& Elaine Cohen.

Rabbinic Chair Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Stu & Sue Selby.

Social Action Committee Fund
In memory of Joan Goldstein, beloved mother of Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Barbara Lewis.

Sam & Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial Fund
Mazel tov to Paula Taub on the birth of her great-granddaughter Isla by: Brenda & Philip Cohen.
Mazel tov to Sharyl & Alan Ackerman on the birth of their granddaughter Isla by: Brenda & Philip Cohen.

Keep thinking Camp George!
The Jewish Summer Camp experience is something that all Beth El children should have access to; but it comes at a cost
not everyone can afford.
Beth El has a Camp George Fund to which a number of people have donated which can make funds available to any of
our children who attend the Reform Movement's Camp George.
Madie and Art Weingarden have recently made a substantial donation to the fund in memory of Madie's father Isaac
Muroff. Madie and Art strongly believe that our future is our children and camp is a great start. Thank you Weingardens.
It seems odd to publicize this during the winter months. But it is important that parents know there is some help
available far in advance of camp registration.

Effective January 1, 2018 if you wish to make a donation to one of the many funds listed on the last page, the minimum amount will be
$18.00 in order to send an acknowledgement card.
The cost of placing an inscription in the Golden Book is $36.00.

Highlights of Committee Activities
March 2020

For Your Information

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
Social Action
Ronald McDonald House
We are pleased to announce that we are returning to Ronald McDonald House to prepare four
delicious dinners this year. The dates are:
Thursday March 12, Thursday June 11, Thursday August 13 and Thursday October 29
We meet at 4:30 pm and leave about 7:30 pm. We need five people to prepare and serve each
meal. If you are interested in participating, contact Sandi Malowitz, smalowitz@hotmail.com or
(519) 966-5522 or Congregation Beth El.

Get in the Habit!
As you grocery shop consider purchasing non-perishable food. The Unemployed Help Centre is very appreciative
of our ongoing food drive. Our help provides their clients with much needed food.

We are Beth El!
Join the Mishpacha Committee
and help bring in new members!
Be part of growing our congregation.
Email Cheryl Blacher at cblacher@gmail.com
or email Rabbi Lynn (RabbiLynnGoldstein@gmail.com) or call her
at Temple at 519-969-2422

Congregation Beth El Cannabis Policy
As our Members will be aware, the recreational use of
Cannabis has been legalized by the Provincial Government
as of October 17th, 2018. The Board of Directors
considered the impact of this new legislation at their Board
Meeting convened October 16th, 2018. At that time, the
Board agreed that not only would the recreational use of
Cannabis on Beth El property not be in keeping with the
family values that Beth El aspires to, but the recreational
use of Cannabis in public places is still prohibited, despite
the new legislation. The Board accordingly unanimously
agreed to prohibit the use of Cannabis on Beth El property,
at all times. The Board asks that Members and their guests
respect this decision and adhere to it fully.

Events and Announcements

For Your Information

YOUR CONGREGATIONAL RABBI- Rabbi Lynn Goldstein is available for all congregants for all life cycle events, including funerals
and unveilings. She will also visit those in hospital, nursing homes or homebound. She is also available if you are struggling with an
issue, if you would like to talk or if you would just like to say “hi”. If you know of someone who would appreciate a visit; or would
like more information, please call or email the Temple office.
SIMCHAS- Please notify the office by the 15th of each month, if you wish to have a special event in your life (simchas, life-cycle
events, etc.) published in your bulletin.
STONE DEDICATIONS & UNVEILINGS- Rabbi Goldstein is available to perform Unveilings and Stone Dedications. Please contact
her to make arrangements. We kindly request that you advise the Beth El office of any Unveiling dates to be announced in the
Beth El bulletin (please advise us if you wish the unveiling to be private and unpublished). The office will contact the Cemetery
Caretaker to make the necessary preparations at the Cemetery before the unveiling.
SPECIAL NOTICE- When scheduling a simcha, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, or Kiddush, please schedule your date first with the
Rabbi, and then, after talking with the Rabbi, please confirm arrangements with the Beth El office. When holding such events please
advise the office of catering details, deliveries, set-up of tables, number of guests expected, etc. so that we may avoid any
misunderstandings and your event will be a pleasant one for all. Thank you for your consideration.
SUPPORTING CONGREGATION BETH EL- A donation to Beth El is a wonderful way to congratulate friends and family on
simchas, as well as a thoughtful and meaningful way to extend condolences. A contribution card will be mailed to the recipient
(minimum donation $18). You can phone the office at 969-2422 or the office can take your requests for donations on-line (or any
other request, such as names to be included on our Mi Sheberach list, yahrzeits to be read, reservations for events) through our
email address: bethelwindsor@cogeco.net.
NOTICE- We would like to recognize the achievements of all our members, from our youngest children to our seniors. Whatever
your achievement, we would like to send a hearty mazal tov to you in the Bulletin so everyone will know of your efforts! If you
have a simcha, please call and provide us with details! Thank you for your cooperation.
BAR/BAT MITZVAH- Please contact the Rabbi to set a date for your family's simcha (joyous event) a year in advance. After the
Rabbi and family set the date, please notify the office so your special event will be on the community calendar as well as our
Temple calendar.

CEMETERY NOTICE

The Beth El Cemetery gates are open on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 8:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., with the exception of
Jewish Holidays. Please Note: even though
the gates are open on the days and hours
stated above, you will notice that there are chains wrapped around
the gates and they appear to be locked. In the past few years, due to
youths in the area gathering at the cemetery on occasion, the caretaker had closed the gates with a chain to make it appear they were
locked. Unfortunately at times this chain and lock were difficult to
remove by our members, and has now been removed on the above
mentioned days when the cemetery will be open.

LET US KNOW WHO IS IN THE HOSPITAL
Privacy laws do not permit the hospital to call and advise Beth El when
our congregants are hospitalized.
Please remember that we cannot identify Jewish patients in the hospital
unless our Rabbi is notified they are there! Rabbi Goldstein very much
wants to visit with any of our members who are hospitalized or
homebound. Please call her and let her know. If you are calling during
business hours, please call the Temple. In an after-hours emergency,
please call our Rabbi on her cell phone at 314-591-8559.
Bikkur Cholim or “Visiting the sick, is a very important Jewish value. In
addition to the calls and visits to your ill family and friends, you can help
our rabbi to perform this mitzvah too. Call the Rabbi Goldstein so that
she can help perform this mitzvah.

T’tzaveh

[You] Shall Further Instruct

Exodus 27:20 - 30:10

March 7, 2020

You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear oil of beaten olives for lighting, for kindling lamps regularly. - Exodus
27:20
The children of Israel are commanded to bring pure olive oil for the ner tamid "a constantly burning light," above the sanctuary. (27:20-21)
Aaron and his sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, are chosen to serve as priests. (28:1)
God instructs Moses to make special clothes for the priests. (28:2-43)
Aaron and his sons are ordained in a seven-day ceremony (29:1-29:46)
Aaron is commanded to burn incense on an acacia altar every morning and evening. (30:1-10)

Ki Tisa

When You Take A Census

Exodus 30:11 - 34:35

March 14, 2020

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: "When you take a census of the Israelite men according to their army enrollment,
each shall pay the Eternal a ransom for himself on being enrolled, that no plague may come upon them through their being
enrolled." - Exodus 30:11-12
Moses takes a census of the Israelites and collects a half-shekel from each person (30:11-16)
God tells Moses to construct a water basin and to prepare anointing oil and incense for the ordination of the priests. Bezalel and Oholiab,
skilled artisans, are assigned to make objects for the priests and the Tabernacle. (30:17-31:11)
The Israelites are instructed to keep Shabbat as a sign of their covenant with God. God gives Moses the two tablets of the Pact. (31:12-18)
The Israelites ask Aaron to build them a Golden Calf. Moses implores God not to destroy the people and then breaks the two tablets of the
Pact on which the Ten Commandments are written when he sees the idol. God punishes the Israelites by means of a plague. (32:1-35)
Moses goes up the mountain with a blank set of tablets for another 40 days so that God will again inscribe the Ten Commandments. Other
laws, including the edict to observe the Pilgrimage Festivals, are also revealed. (34:1-28)
Moses comes down from the mountain with a radiant face. (34:29-35)

Vayak’heil-P’kudei

[Moses] Assembled / [The] Records [of the Tabernacle] Exodus 35:1 - 40:38,
March 21, 2020

Exodus 12:1-20

These are the records of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Pact, which were drawn up at Moses' bidding--the work of the
Levites under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. - Exodus 38:21
Moses then convoked the whole Israelite community and said to them: "These are the things that the Eternal has commanded
you to do." - Exodus 35:1
Moses teaches the rules of Shabbat. (35:1-3)
Moses asks the Israelites for a donation of gifts and those who are skilled help build the Mishkan [Tabernacle] under the direction of Bezalel
and Oholiab. (35:4-38:20)
A statistical summary of the materials used for the Tabernacle and an account of producing the priestly vestments are recorded. Moses
blesses the Israelites for the work they did. (38:21-39:42)
Upon God's instruction, Moses sets up the Mishkan and the priests are anointed and consecrated. (40:1-33)
A description is given of a cloud that covers the Mishkan by day and a fire that burns by night, indicating God's Presence therein. (40:33-38)

Religious School News

“And you Shall Teach Them Diligently To Your Children”

ושננהם לבניף ודברה בם

March is upon us with fun and exciting events happening. We finished February
with an awesome J.N.F. program at Bloomin' Gardens. Last week, each class at
Sunday School decorated a canvas to cheer up a sick child in our community. It
was wonderful to see how all the classes came together to experience this
mitzvah. The community Purim Carnival is taking place on Sunday March 8th at the Temple. Details to
follow. There is no school on March 15th, and the 22nd; everybody enjoy March break. On March 29th, the
school is going to the Matzah Factory at the J.C.C. in West Bloomfield. I will be sending out more
information closer to the date. This is a school event so parents, siblings, and grandparents only. Have a
great March!

Picture made by
the Religious
School for a sick
child

Continued from page 15

Vayikra

[God] Called Out

Leviticus 1:1 - 5:26

March 28, 2020

The Eternal One called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying: "Speak to the Israelite people and say to
them: When any of you presents an offering of cattle to the Eternal: You shall choose your offering from the herd or from the
flock." - Leviticus 1:1-2I
God instructs Moses on the five different kinds of sacrifices that were to be offered in the sanctuary:
The olah or "burnt offering" was a voluntary sacrifice that had a high degree of sanctity and was regarded as the "standard" offering. The
entire animal, except for its hide, was burned on the altar. (1:1-17)
The minchah or "meal offering" was a sacrifice made of flour, oil, salt, and frankincense that was partly burned on the altar and partly given
to the priests to eat. (2:1-16)
The zevach sh'lamim or "sacrifice of well-being" was a voluntary animal offering from one's herd, sometimes brought to fulfill a vow. (3:1-17)
The chatat or "sin offering" was an obligatory sacrifice that was offered to expiate unintentional sins. This offering differs from the others in
the special treatment of the blood of the animal. (4:1-5:13)
The asham or "penalty offering" was an obligatory sacrifice of a ram that was required chiefly of one who had misappropriated property. (5:126)

Jewish Book Club
Sponsored by Congregation Beth El
The Old Bunch by Meyer Levin
The Book Club has never had so long a delay between its last meeting in 2019
and the next meeting in May of 2020, and I have never had a situation where I
will have put together five pages for the Bulletin on the same book. One of the
purposes of this page is to share a little insight into Jewish books that few
readers of the Bulletin will choose to read, but will provide some contact with
their thoughts and ideas. Book Club members who are reading THE OLD
BUNCH are finding themselves deeply immersed in the lives of young Jews in
Chicago, Illinois in the 1920s and 1930s. For even the oldest of us, it tells us of
the life of our parents, not ours—and for middle-aged readers, it may refer to
the life of their grandparents-- the first generation of Jews who were born in
North America to the Yiddish-speaking parents who actually left Europe to
make the painful transition of immigration.
THE OLD BUNCH tells in great depth the stories of those boys and girls who
became the young men and women who achieved success as doctors, lawyers,
accountants and business men, and the women who married them. And it tells the story of Chicago in those
years -- not so different from other cities. Chicago is today the third largest metropolis in the United States
with the fifth largest Jewish community in America, but In 1930, Chicago was “the second city” with the
second largest American Jewish community - estimated at 350,000 Jews. Although its Jewish population was
a hundred times larger than Windsor’s, we can identify with characters like Mitch Wilner, Sam Eisen, Mort
Abramson, Lil Klein, Celia Moscowitz and Estelle Green, six of the
eighteen whose life we follow in the book. And we can learn what it
was like on opening night of the gigantic and ornate Chicago Theater,
Balaban and Katz’s downtown movie palace and we an recognize that
it was much like opening night of Windsor’s Capitol Theater, Marcus
Loew’s movie palace on University Avenue. This book, published in
1937, has Jewish content from start to finish, and provides Jewish
social history up close and personal. I see my father and mother in
the “old bunch” and you will probably find your parents or
grandparents among these young Jews who came of age after World
War I and went through the “jazz age” into the “great depression”.

We will meet Tuesday noon, May 5th, place to be selected

Community Events
March 2020

ֲבּורה
ָ ח
Save the date, attend the event and
support your community

April 27-30, 2020

April 27-30, 2020
Cineplex Odeon Theaters

The 18th Annual

Devonshire Mall

Ruth & Bernard
Friedman

Enjoy the films and
become a 2020 sponsor to
support our 18th (chai) year!

Windsor Jewish Film
Festival

2019-2020 Board of Directors

Congregation Beth El Special Fund List

Executive

Rabbinic Chair
George and Rosanne Agree Endowment

President

Karen Rosen

Vice President

Julie Tepperman

Camp George Scholarship

Vice President

Marilee Marcotte

Building

Secretary

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

Treasurer

Maria Belenkova

Past-President

Lawrence Pazner

Arthur and Brian Barat Memorial

Friendship Circle
Cheifetz Family Memorial
Beatrice Cherniak Memorial Flower
Charles and Ethel Cohen Endowment
Joseph M. and Florence Cohen Endowment
Sam M. and Celia Cohen Scholastic Endowment

Directors

Faye, Morris and Harvey Duke Memorial
Saul and Marion Fainstein Memorial
Aron Fink Endowment
Jane and Sam Freed Memorial
Golden Book
Maurice and Esther Goldstein Endowment
Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial
Ted Hochberg Memorial
Ethel and Harry Hoffman Memorial

Trustees
Michael Blacher

Stephen Lutvak

Audrey Bondy

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

William Botton

Dr. Reuben Schnayer

Brenda S. Cohen

Paula M. Taub

Carl S. Cohen, Q.C., LL.D.

Al Teshuba

James L. Cohen

Arthur B. Weingarden

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music
Larry Kaiman Memorial
Fran and Aaron Katzman Endowment
Ronald Meretsky Memorial
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi W. Gunther and Elizabeth S. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Religious School
Harry and Dora Rosen Memorial

William Goldstein

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School

Marc S. Katzman

William Silver and Doreen Silver-Bricker Memorial
Social Action Projects
Sam and Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial

What better way to celebrate, honor, or remember loved ones,
special occasions or friends through a generous tax-deductible
donation. Minimum donation is $18. Golden Book and Mitzvah Fund
donations are $36.00. New prayer books are now available for plating
with the cost remaining $54.00. Thank you for making a culture of
giving to Congregation Beth El an integral part of your Jewish life.

Torah
Dorothy T. & Max Weingarden Endowment
Joyce Weingarden Memorial

Tree of Life
Inscribe your family “Simchas” on our synagogue’s Tree of Life. An inscription is a permanent dedication to the happy meaningful events that touch our lives. Leaf inscriptions are
$150.00 and stone inscriptions are $1000.00 Please call the Beth El office to order

Golden Book
The Golden Book in the Beth El lobby may be inscribed for Simchas for any occasion for a donation of $36.00.

Memorial Plaques
To honour your loved ones who have passed away, a memorial plaque shows a genuine sign of religious feeling. It bears the individual’s name with the Hebrew and secular dates of
death. A contribution of $450.00 to the Temple secures this memorial inscription. Please call the Beth El office 519-969-2422 to order.

