Congregation Beth El
“A Reform Congregation
with a warm approach to tradition”
Celebrating 60 years 1960-2020

The Rabbi’s Corner
By Rabbi Lynn Goldstein

February, 2020
6 Shevat - 4 Adar, 5780
Vol. 59, No. 8

שבטאדר תש"פ

Years ago, I interviewed at a congregation in the States that wanted me to come in and fix
their problems. Now, all rabbis want to fix the problems that we see. We all are giving our
lives to creating Jewish journeys and experiences for our congregations and our individual
members. So, when this particular congregation laid out all their problems, and begged me
to come to the congregation, I thought long and hard. Everything was a mess. There were
no programs, no classes, but they did have a religious school. The congregation rarely even
had two or three people at services. The rabbi told me she usually prayed alone in the
sanctuary. I called my husband and told him ‘no way’ would we go there. There was nothing
to go to.
They told me that the sanctuary was gorgeous. It was very old, constructed of beautiful Italian marble, brought over from
Europe in, I believe, the 1800s. I asked how many of the members of that congregation had been to services at least once in
the past four months. No one present could say they had gone to services even once in four months. But, that empty
sanctuary they kept telling me about was indeed breathtaking. It was lovely. It was empty. It was lonely.
I challenged the Board members and the members of the Search Committee in the States. I told them that if every single
one of them were willing to be at services at least twice a month for a year, and if they came to at least two or three class
sessions over that year, and if they came to one special program, all during that year, then I would agree to come there. I
totally did not expect that they would want me to come. They asked me to leave the room so they could deliberate.
When I was invited back into the room, each person there promised to commit themselves to that first year. And they
kept their promises. And the congregation grew and flourished.
So I want to challenge each of you. We all know how much you care about Beth El. We all know how important it is to
you. We all know how important it is to have Beth El as an active participant in the Windsor religious community.
You can make a big difference. Get more involved. Join a committee. Come to a class. Participate in our interfaith
efforts. If you don't know how you want to get involved, let's talk. What are your interests? In what way might you want
to get active? Do you need a ride?
Try making a commitment to yourself that you will come to services once a month. Or make a commitment that you will
join a committee and get involved. Or try taking any of our Mini Jewish University classes. Is there something you've
always wanted to make happen at Beth El? Talk to me, and lets try to make it happen! Make a commitment to be an
integral part of the heart and soul of Beth El!
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Dear Chaverim
You may see calls on the internet to "Vote Reform" in the upcoming elections to the World Zionist Congress.
Canadian Jews do not vote in the US Zionist election for the Congress. Below we explain the significance to
Canadian Reform Jews.
The World Zionist Congress elections are indeed important, because they will help to determine the strength of
the Reform Movement in Israel and, consequently, the character of our beloved country. While the US is
required to hold Zionist elections, it is rare that other participating countries do so. The Canadian Zionist
Federation (CZF), of which ARZA Canada is a member, determines the procedure to allocate mandates to the
member Zionist organizations in Canada.
With your support we have indeed increased ARZA Canada membership numbers and believe we are in a strong
position to maintain our mandates despite increased competition within the CZF. Of the 500 delegates in the
Congress, Israel has 199, US has 152, and the remaining countries with Zionist organizations have in total 173.
Canada has once again been allocated 20 mandates for the upcoming Congress.
Your membership matters. Your voice matters.
Thank you for your support.
Miriam
Miriam Pearlman

Inside this issue
•

Rabbi’s Message

•

Congregational Happenings

•

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Mazel
Tovs, Good Health Wishes

•

Yahrzeits and Condolences

•

Contributions

•

Committee information

•

Community events

Thank You
Being part of our Jewish
community is so important.
It
certainly is wonderful to celebrate
together. And it is also extremely
important when we reach out to
those mourning and offer our
condolences.
Jack and I would like to thank all of
you for your love and support, your
hugs, your caring and concern, the
meals your brought for us, the
lovely plants, and all the cakes,
vegetables and fruits.
We
appreciate your concern and thank
all of you for the many ways you
have helped and supported us in
these difficult times.

Vote Reform - the Canadian perspective
“Vote Reform” rings a note of vim, dedication and even resistance. “Vote Reform” is the rallying cry of the
Reform and Reconstructionist movements in the United States of America for the next two months – they are
vitally important for the realization of a Jewish State which represents progressive Jewish values. For us in Canada,
I hope that they remind us of our duty to encourage our friends living in the US to vote.
Theodore Herzl’s legacy lives on through the Old-New institution called the World
Zionist Congress (WZC). Many of us are familiar with the First Zionist Congress held
in Basel, 1897. It is less well known that the 38th WZC is meeting in Israel in October
2020 – and that we are represented there.
This political body has significant power today to influence the course of the State of
Israel and of Diaspora Jewish communities through the Jewish Agency and the
leadership of the JNF-KKL. The JNF currently holds around 13% of all land in Israel and,
in addition to planting trees, has been gaining interest and rental income on its holdings, making it a major player
in shaping the vision of the State of Israel.
Our international Reform Zionist
the largest coalition in the WZC, as a
years ago. We have been able to bring
have real influence over policy at JNFstop overt purchases of land in areas
when covert purchases were discovered,

organization, Arzenu, is the leader of
result of the last WZC elections five
our Reform values to the table. We
KKL and the Jewish Agency. We can
which don’t align with our values. And
they were stopped as well.

What this means for us in Canada:
We cannot vote from Canada in the United States election. Miriam Pearlman, President of ARZA Canada, is in
the decision-making process within CZF to see if there will be a vote in Canada, or if we will maintain the statusquo which gives our movement six of the twenty Canadian seats. If Canadian elections are held they will be in
May or June so stay tuned.
We must urge our friends, who are permanent US residents, to vote. Send them this
link: https://azm.org/elections or tag them on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/helfmanj/posts/10116220738751334
If you have friends who are interested in the future of the Jewish people, but not yet members of a Reform
community, or not yet ARZA Canada members, they can join ARZA Canada at $18 by contacting ARZA Canada
Senior Vice-President, Lee Weisser, at leeweisser96@gmail.com.

Shabbat Services and Tanakh Study
February 2020

עֲבוֺ דׇ ה
Worship and Spirituality

Our Friday night service features the rituals, melodies and warmth of our congregation. The service features a sermon or presentation by our
rabbi. At the conclusion of the service, the Oneg Shabbat provides worshippers with an setting for sharing stories, greetings and desserts, and for
celebrating the joy of Shabbat. It is also an opportunity to sponsor an Oneg in honour of or in memory of a loved one, a special birthday , a job
promotion, a retirement or just because. Services begin promptly at 7:00 pm. On the first and third Friday evenings each month, we have a pot
luck dairy dinner prior to the service beginning at 6:00 pm.
Join us for Torah Study 9:30 am every Saturday unless otherwise noted or inclement weather. Discussion of the weekly portion is lively, informed
and well-researched, Participants express a wide range of interpretations of the central text of our faith.

Shabbat Services

Tanakh Study and Learning

Friday, February 7

Saturday, February 1

Candle lighting 5:35 pm

Bo

Pot luck dinner 6:00 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, February 8

Friday, February 14

Beshalach

Candle lighting 5:44 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, February 15

Friday, February 21

Yitro

Candle lighting 5:53 pm

Tanakh Study

Pot luck dinner 6:00 pm

Saturday, February 22

Services 7:00 pm

Mishpatim

Friday, February 28

Tanakh Study

Candle lighting 6:02 pm

Saturday, February 29

Services 7:00 pm

Terumah
Tanakh Study

And God blessed the seventh day and called it holy.
Genesis 2:3

How Your Congregation Can
Move Up the Change Continuum

A Message from the URJ

It is universally acknowledged that the world around us is changing faster than ever. To stay relevant and thrive in this new world, change will be necessary in all
congregations, even those that are doing well. The pace of change in the outside world demands it. Many congregational leaders are willing to change, but in most
congregations, we see either disagreement or a lack of understanding about the depth of change required.
This continuum of change framework, adapted from the work of Dr. Robert Marshak, may be helpful as congregations grapple with issues surrounding change:

Most conversations in congregational life live at the bottom of this chart. How can we better do
what we already do? How can we add something to what we already do to enhance it?
For much of what congregations do, we need to move into the realm of transformational, if not
disruptive, change. The principle that we have to "start with why" drives us to re-examine our goals
in light of existing conditions, which, in turn, likely will drive us to conclude that transformational
change, minimally, is necessary for most congregations.
What we don’t know yet is whether it will be enough.
Transformational change, brought about by a change in goals, can get us to be the very best congregation we can be. Disruptive change allows us to compete in a
world in which the current value proposition of congregations is not clear. To be relevant to new people in our communities, we may need to move to more
disruptive change.
For example, Temple Sinai Congregation in Toronto, ON, recently re-envisioned its Tot Shabbat program. Their leadership describes a process in which they first
considered improvements or technical changes – basically doing the same thing they’d been doing, but a little bit differently. Examining childhood development led
them to change the prayer space and to keep the music in the service the same, rather than mixing it up. They could have stopped there and would have ended up
with a similar Tot Shabbat service in the social hall instead of the sanctuary.
It was when they changed their goals and moved toward transformational change that they saw the real payoff. Rabbi Daniel Mikelberg and Cantor Katie Oringel
write:
We also revisited the goal of Tot Shabbat. In the past, we intended for children to gain synagogue skills so they would be comfortable praying as adults. We now
aspire to engage the youngsters in prayer as the rambunctious, curious Jews they are today.
Restating the why of Tot Shabbat allowed them to change the schedule, the activities, and ultimately, the outcomes, making extraordinary progress toward their
goal. As a result, they now engage more current congregants and attract many others who would not have come to a congregation in the past. Their willingness to
change their goal from preparing children to be participating adults – which reduces the goal of Tot Shabbat to continuity of the synagogue for continuity’s sake –
to creating an excellent experience for children today led the leaders to a new status quo.
The next step for this congregation, should they decide to take it, would be to consider an even deeper change that moves toward disruption.
Such a change would shift the vision – and allocated resources – from providing programming to families within the congregation to serving families in the
community as a whole. This change could be accomplished by moving Tot Shabbat out of the social hall and into local parks or people’s homes. Eventually,
however, the congregation will need a different economic model to fund a program that serves families who aren’t paying dues.
By not relying on the asset of their building (which is likely a deterrent for many people) and by removing the barrier of membership, they could potentially reach
an entire new audience of families with young children. North Shore Congregation Israel in Glencoe, IL met with success when it made this type of disruptive
change.
Although the prospect of transformational change – let alone disruptive change – is daunting to us as leaders, it’s important to consider the outcomes for our
congregations when there is no change. As former U.S. Secretary of Veterans Affairs General Eric Shinseki put it: “If you don’t like change, you are going to like
irrelevance even less.”
Amy Asin is the URJ’s Vice President and Director of Strengthening Congregations. She is
a past president of Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos Hills, CA, and a former board
member of URJ Camp Newman. Asin holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and
spent 15 years consulting to Fortune 500 businesses with Booz, Allen & Hamilton.

Tu BiShvat: History

February 9 - 10, 2020

Although the celebration of Tu BiShvat has a long and varied history, the theme most commonly ascribed to the holiday today is the environment. It is considered a festival of nature, full of wonder, joy, and thankfulness for creation in anticipation of the renewal of the natural world. During this festival, Jews recall the
sacred obligation to care for the world, and the responsibility to share the fruits of the earth with all.
Tu BiShvat falls at the beginning of spring in Israel, when the winter rains subside and the pink and white blossoms of the almond trees begin to bud. It is for
this reason that almonds and other fruits and nuts native to the Land of Israel – barley, dates, figs, grapes, pomegranates, olives, and wheat – are commonly
eaten during a Tu BiShvat seder (a special ritual meal for the holiday).
What Does "Tu" Mean?
Tu BiShvat is sometimes also called Chamishah-Asar BiShvat (the “15th of Sh’vat”), because the holiday is observed on the 15th day of the Hebrew month of
Sh’vat, roughly corresponding to February in the secular calendar.
Every letter in Hebrew has a numerical equivalent. Thus, alef equals one, bet equals two, gimel equals three, and so on. The Hebrew letters tet (nine) and vav
(six), used to make up the “Tu” in Tu BiShvat, have a combined numerical value of 15 (chamishah-asar in Hebrew). Tu BiShvat, then, is an abbreviated way of
saying Chamishah-Asar BiShvat or “15th of Sh’vat.”
When Was Tu BiShvat Started?
Tu BiShvat is first mentioned in the Mishnah, the code of Jewish law that dates back to around 200 C.E. There, in Rosh HaShanah 1:1, the text speaks of four
different new years, all of which are connected to an ancient cycle of tithes. Each year, the Israelites were expected to bri ng one-tenth (a “tithe”) of their fruits
to the Temple in Jerusalem, where they were offered to God and also helped sustain the priestly class and the poor. Since fruit from one year could not be
used to tithe for another, the Rabbis had to determine when a crop year would begin and end. They chose the month of Sh'vat as the cut-off date, for this is
when, in Israel, the sap begins to run and the trees start to awaken from their winter slumber, before beginning to bear fruit.
Some scholars hold that this was also a day for planting trees, especially “marriage trees.” It was customary for parents who had been blessed with children
during the preceding year to plant special seedlings on the 15th of Sh’vat. Cedars were planted for boys, cypress trees for girls. When the children grew up and
married, the trees were cut down and used as part of the chuppah (marriage canopy). Some Israelis continue this custom today.
Has Judaism Always Valued Trees?
Like Hanukkah, Tu BiShvat is a post-biblical festival, instituted by the Rabbis. However, the holiday has biblical roots. The tithing system upon which it is based
dates back to the Torah and its deep concern with trees, harvests, and the natural world, all of which are at the heart of Tu BiShvat. Beginning with the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden all the way through to Deuteronomy’s injunction against destroying fruit trees in times of war, our biblical
text is replete with trees, both literal and metaphorical. Indeed, the Torah itself often is referred to as an Eitz Chayim (Tree of Life), based on a passage in the
Book of Proverbs.
Trees are part of the natural wonder of our world and have always been a special symbol for Jews. Trees were protected in times of war (Deuteronomy 20:19).
A midrashic Sage said: “Trees were created for man’s companionship.” And Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav proclaimed, “If a man kills a tree before its time, it is as
though he had murdered a soul.”
In modern times, Tu Bishvat was nourished by the rise of the Zionist movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, which re-emphasized the Jewish people’s connections to the land and the natural world. It was the Zionist pioneers who – with strong financial support from Jews throughout the world who donated trees to mark smachot (special occasions) – re-forested the land of Israel, largely under the auspices of the Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemet l’Yisrael). As a result of this emphasis on tree-planting – on Tu BiShvat and all year long – Israel stands as the only country in the world with an almost constant net
growth of trees.
Above all, the Torah itself is seen as a “Tree of Life,” a growing and abundant source of spiritual sustenance to a great people. Perhaps this is the best indication
of the reverence and respect that Judaism holds for God’s world. The tree has been a symbol of life and continues to be a source of life for Israel today. On Tu
BiShvat, we celebrate that life in joy and gladness.

Congregational Happenings
February 2020
Chanukah Party December 27, 2019

Photo Album
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Thank You
To those congregants who work
bingos at Breakaway Gaming Centre
Funds raised by bingo help to support the cost of our
Religious School.
Please patronize Breakaway and help in our fundraising.

For Your Information

We now have over 150 larger thick
books. As you know, we received 100
books from the Weingarden Family, and
just this fall, received an additional 100
paperback copies of Mishkan Tefillah from
the Canadian Council of Reform
Judaism. The Congregation wishes to
thank the CCRJ for their generous
donation of these siddurs.

Thought
for the Month

If it’s working DO MORE OF IT
If it’s not working DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT
If you don’t know if it is working, FIND OUT

Congregational Happenings
February 2020
Pot Luck Dairy Dinners prior to
Shabbat Services
Friday, February 7 & 21
6:00 pm

For Your Information

We are seeking more volunteers to help with Onegs.
They would be scheduled once every 4 to 6 weeks,
with a partner.
Responsibilities include putting out the food, kiddush wine and bread, and cleaning up after the
Oneg.

SNOWBIRDS

Office Closings in
February

Please let us know if you
wish to receive the Beth El
bulletin by mail or email to
your Southern address.

February 17 Family Day
Board of Directors' Meetings 7:00pm
February 18

OUR NEW AND
IMPROVED
WEBSITE IS UP! CHECK
IT OUT @
bethelwindsor.ca

Thank You
Thank you to Jori Rosenberg, Lawrence
Pazner and family for sponsoring the
Oneg on Friday, January 10th in
memory of Jori's beloved Father and
Uncle Robert and Melvin Rosenberg.

Beth El’s
Mini Jewish University
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein

Talmud Torah - Adult Education

תַּ לְ מּוד תוֺ ׇרה

Modern Jewish Thought

Lunch ‘N Learn, Spirituality

Join us as we study “Choices in Modern Jewish Thought”, major Jewish
philosophers of the last century. We are learning about the works of
Hermann Cohen, Leo Baeck, Mordecai Kaplan, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin
Buber, Abraham Heschel and Joseph Solovetchik as well as the theories and
events that caused a shift into modern Jewish thinking. Topics we study will
include Zionism, Holocaust, personal autonomy, and more. This course is
ongoing through the early spring. We meet Wednesdays from 5:00 pm to
6:30 pm.

Thursdays 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings, 1:15 - 2:45 pm
From the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem:
Memory is a central element in defining modern Jewish identity. As we look
to Israel's future, we need to engage anew with our past and explore its
meanings and consequences. Through the consideration of major historic
moments, this class grapples with the different ideas and values that shape
the meaning of modern Israel, Zionism, and Jewish identity today.
This course explores the pivotal events of 1947 and 1967 - following the
1917 Balfour Declaration - as key moments when Zionism unleashed new
thinking about the meaning of Jewishness for generations to come. The
course engages Jews in an open and pluralistic discussion about issues of
Jewish identity, peoplehood, ethics, and theology, as they relate to nationhood, land, sovereignty, Jerusalem, occupation, moral red lines.
Sessions include a video lecture and a roundtable video discussion with
senior Hartman Institute faculty, as well as primary sources and background readings. Class begins Sunday, Nov. 17 at 1:15 pm
TOPICS INCLUDE:
1917: Balfour Declaration: Idea of a Homeland for the Jewish People
1947: The United Nations Partition Plan: The Jews in the World
1967: The Six Day War: Power, Land, and God
Judea and Samaria: Occupation or Liberation
One State, Two States: Moral Red Lines
Jerusalem of God, Prayer and Peoplehood
Jerusalem of Responsibility, Loss, and Hope
The Jubilee Year and Beyond: Milestones and their Meanings

We have selected Rabbi Lawrence Kushner’s wonderful book. Rabbi Kushner is a beautiful story teller, and encourages us to delve deep into his and
our own spirituality.
Jacob was running away from home. One night he lay down in the wilderness
to sleep and had one of the great mystical experiences of Western religion.
He dreamed there was a ladder, with messengers ascending and descending,
stretched between heaven and earth.
For thousands of years, people have tried to understand what the messengers came down to tell Jacob, and us. Now in a daring blend of scholarship
and imagination, psychology and history, Lawrence Kushner gathers an inspiring range of interpretations of Genesis 28:16 given by sages, from Shmuel bar
Nachmani in third-century Palestine to Hannah Rachel Werbermacher of
Ludomir who lived in Poland two hundred years ago. Through a fascinating
new literary genre and Kushner’s creative reconstruction of the teachers’ lives
and times, we enter the study halls and sit at the feet of these spiritual masters to learn what each discovered about God’s Self and ourselves as they
ascend and descend Jacob’s ladder.
In this illuminating journey, our spiritual guides ask and answer the fundamental questions of human experience: Who am I? Who is God? What is God’s
role in history? What is the nature of evil? How should I relate to God and
other people? Could the universe really have a self?
God Was in This Place & I, i Did Not Know is about God and about you; it is
about discovering God’s place in the universe, and yours.

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes

Mishpacha-Our Congregational Family
February 2020

To those
celebrating
anniversaries in
February

7

Cecilia & Dr. Michael McLauchlin

To those celebrating birthdays
Good Health Wishes Refu’ah Sheleimah
A complete healing to:

in February

8
18
22
22
25
27
27

Aviva Schnayer
Morgan Miller
Jim Cohen
David Shanbaum
Stephen Ellis
Emelia Brynn Polsky
Hannah Williams

Dorothy Buckhalter

Hannah Levin

Suzanne Selby

Tony Lee

Ed Levitt

Mildred Silver

Pat Routliffe

Cindy Jeris

Lil Lederman

Nel Chelsky

Nina Zlotnik

Mark Vruble

Valerie Horner

Rona Paquette

Annette Teich

Miriam Schnayer

Jackie Farrell

Wayne Katz

Louise Ziff

Beth Horowitz

Sidney Chelsky
Florence Cohen
Kathy Selby
Robin Martin Duttman

Brenda Kay

Avraham Labe

Kenneth Karp

Marla Rivard

Jackie Eisenberg

Richard McGuinty

Sharon Kaplan

Morton Kaplan

Dr. Milton Cohen
Avigail Sarah Bat Devorah
Alan Orman
Marilyn Guss
Peter Winagar
Sheldon Indig
Samantha Zlotnik

Thank you to all our members who contribute to our many funds. A gift of $18 to the Temple is a very meaningful way to congratulate a friend or family member on happy occasions or to express get wells or condolences. Please remember Beth El
with your donations. All donations are eligible for a tax receipt.

If you wish to have your birthday or a family member's birthday or your anniversary listed in the bulletin, please contact the
Beth El office at 519-969-2422.. To ensure that you receive your bulletin, please call us if you have a change of address or if
you wish to receive your bulletin by e-mail.

Yahrtzeits
February 2020
Week of February 1-7

May their memories always be for a blessing

זייל

Zichronam L’vracha - We remember

9

MORRIS NOVOMINSKY

20

HARRY KAPLAN

1

RHONA LAZAR

9

HARRY ESKIN

20

WILLIAM E. KOVINSKY

1

JOSEPH LUTVAK

9

ALBERT SCHWARTZ

20

MARIE KATZMAN

1

PEARL REDBURD

9

DR. BERNARD SPRING

21

BARRIE (ROBERT) WEINGARDEN

1

SAUL BURAK

10

WILLIAM KAIMAN

21

JENNIE WHITEMAN

1

GALINA SIONOV

10

RABBI W. GUNTHER PLAUT

21

MORRIS ZLOTNIK

2

ROBERT FENWICK

10

FAYE SPRING

2

SYLVIA COPPEL

12

SYREL GREENE

2

SAMUEL MOCK

12

MOLLY ROTHENBURG

2

JOHN KALBOL

12

MARK GOLDBERG

2

HANA GAMBERG

12

REBECCA ARBER

3

MIKHAIL FEDYUK

13

EVA KUTCHAI

4

CHARLES SHUMER

13

SOL STEINBRUCK

5

REISA PERLMAN

13

ROSE LEVY

5

JOANNE MORRISON

14

VICTOR LINDEN

5

LEE ABLESER

6

DR. HAROLD LAKER

6

JOSEPH ARNOFF

6

ARTHUR RASHBAUM

6

HARRY M. CHERNIAK

6

SYDNEY MORRIS

6

ALBERT JOSEPH LAURIE

6

ROSE PAYMAN

7

SAM WARSH

Week of February 8-14

Week of February 15-21

Week of February 22-29
22

ANNIE ROSENBAUM

23

JACK SHUSTER

23

RONALD E. MERETSKY

23

LILLIAN PEVZNER

23

HILDA GERCHICOFF

24

ABNER WEINGARDEN

24

DOROTHY WEINGARDEN

24

ESTHER EVERETT

24

BERNARD PUTTERMAN

15

MARKUS FICHGENDLER

25

ARON FINK

15

LISA JACOBS

25

ROSE CHELSKY

15

JACOB COHEN

26

WILLIAM GLAZER

15

MOLLY COHEN

26

MORRIS EGBER

16

DANIEL KATZMAN

26

ROSANNE AGREE

17

DOROTHY ATIN

26

ISAAC BLECHMAN

17

EDITH NEWMAN

26

CECIL HOFFMAN

18

HANNAH COREN

26

WOLFIE BLACHER

18

PAULINA MOLDOWANSKY

26

BESSIE JOFFE

8

RACHEL SHUMER

19

NATHAN (NORM) SHKLOV

27

JOANNE BRODSKY

9

ANN GREENE

19

SHELDON WAX

27

SEYMOUR GOLDSTEIN

9

ANNE ARBER

20

KATE (KAY) HARON

In Memoriam

Condolences are extended

To Rabbi Lynn Goldstein, Jack Doughtery and Family on the loss of their beloved mother,
mother-in-law, and grandmother Joan Goldstein.

Contributions
February 2020

ק ה

ד

צ

Thank you to those who have given generously to Congregation
Beth El this month. Gifts are a wonderful way to celebrate a
birthday, an anniversary, the arrival of a child, or to remember
the life of someone who has passed away. Your donations to
these Temple funds are greatly appreciated.

Camp George Scholarship Fund
In memory of beloved father Arthur Rashbaum by: Sue & Stu Selby.

Maurice & Esther Goldstein Endowment Fund
In memory of Esther Goldstein, beloved mother of Will Goldstein by: Mary Ann Hamelin.

Social Action Committee
In memory of Patrick Leathorn, beloved husband of Rosemary Selby by: Stu & Sue Selby.
Good luck to Cheryl Blacher on her new life journey by: Sandi & Mike Malowitz.

Keep thinking Camp George!
The Jewish Summer Camp experience is something that all Beth El children should have access to; but it comes at a
cost not everyone can afford.
Beth El has a Camp George Fund to which a number of people have donated which can make funds available to any
of our children who attend the Reform Movement's Camp George.
Madie and Art Weingarden have recently made a substantial donation to the fund in memory of Madie's father Isaac
Muroff. Madie and Art strongly believe that our future is our children and camp is a great start. Thank you
Weingardens.
It seems odd to publicize this during the winter months. But it is important that parents know there is some help
available far in advance of camp registration.

Effective January 1, 2018 if you wish to make a donation to one of the many funds listed on the last page, the minimum amount will be
$18.00 in order to send an acknowledgement card.
The cost of placing an inscription in the Golden Book is $36.00.

Highlights of Committee Activities
February 2020

For Your Information

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
Social Action
Get in the Habit!
As you grocery shop consider purchasing non-perishable food. The Unemployed Help Centre is very appreciative of our ongoing
food drive. Our help provides their clients with much needed food.

Keeping Warm!
As you clean out your closets, please save hats, scarves, gloves and (yes!) underwear for those in need. We will
be collecting items throughout the holiday season.

We are Beth El!
Join the Mishpacha Committee
and help bring in new members!
Be part of growing our congregation.
Email Cheryl Blacher at cblacher@gmail.com
or email Rabbi Lynn (RabbiLynnGoldstein@gmail.com) or call her
at Temple at 519-969-2422

Scent-free Policy

Congregation Beth El Cannabis Policy

In response to members health concerns,
Congregation Beth El has developed a Scent-Free
Policy. Scented products such as hair spray,
perfume and body spray can triggers reactions
such as respiratory distress and headaches.
Members and their guests are asked to not use
these products when attending services or other
events at Congregation Beth El.

As our Members will be aware, the recreational use of Cannabis has been
legalized by the Provincial Government as of October 17th, 2018. The Board of
Directors considered the impact of this new legislation at their Board Meeting
convened October 16th, 2018. At that time, the Board agreed that not only
would the recreational use of Cannabis on Beth El property not be in keeping
with the family values that Beth El aspires to, but the recreational use of
Cannabis in public places is still prohibited, despite the new legislation. The
Board accordingly unanimously agreed to prohibit the use of Cannabis on Beth
El property, at all times. The Board asks that Members and their guests respect
this decision and adhere to it fully.

Events and Announcements

For Your Information

YOUR CONGREGATIONAL RABBI- Rabbi Lynn Goldstein is available for all congregants for all life cycle events, including funerals
and unveilings. She will also visit those in hospital, nursing homes or homebound. She is also available if you are struggling with an
issue, if you would like to talk or if you would just like to say “hi”. If you know of someone who would appreciate a visit; or would
like more information, please call or email the Temple office.
SIMCHAS- Please notify the office by the 15th of each month, if you wish to have a special event in your life (simchas, life-cycle
events, etc.) published in your bulletin.
STONE DEDICATIONS & UNVEILINGS- Rabbi Goldstein is available to perform Unveilings and Stone Dedications. Please contact
her to make arrangements. We kindly request that you advise the Beth El office of any Unveiling dates to be announced in the
Beth El bulletin (please advise us if you wish the unveiling to be private and unpublished). The office will contact the Cemetery
Caretaker to make the necessary preparations at the Cemetery before the unveiling.
SPECIAL NOTICE- When scheduling a simcha, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, or Kiddush, please schedule your date first with the
Rabbi, and then, after talking with the Rabbi, please confirm arrangements with the Beth El office. When holding such events please
advise the office of catering details, deliveries, set-up of tables, number of guests expected, etc. so that we may avoid any
misunderstandings and your event will be a pleasant one for all. Thank you for your consideration.
SUPPORTING CONGREGATION BETH EL- A donation to Beth El is a wonderful way to congratulate friends and family on
simchas, as well as a thoughtful and meaningful way to extend condolences. A contribution card will be mailed to the recipient
(minimum donation $18). You can phone the office at 969-2422 or the office can take your requests for donations on-line (or any
other request, such as names to be included on our Mi Sheberach list, yahrzeits to be read, reservations for events) through our
email address: bethelwindsor@cogeco.net.
NOTICE- We would like to recognize the achievements of all our members, from our youngest children to our seniors. Whatever
your achievement, we would like to send a hearty mazal tov to you in the Bulletin so everyone will know of your efforts! If you
have a simcha, please call and provide us with details! Thank you for your cooperation.
BAR/BAT MITZVAH- Please contact the Rabbi to set a date for your family's simcha (joyous event) a year in advance. After the
Rabbi and family set the date, please notify the office so your special event will be on the community calendar as well as our
Temple calendar.

CEMETERY NOTICE

The Beth El Cemetery gates are open on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 8:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., with the exception of
Jewish Holidays. Please Note: even though
the gates are open on the days and hours
stated above, you will notice that there are chains wrapped around
the gates and they appear to be locked. In the past few years, due to
youths in the area gathering at the cemetery on occasion, the caretaker had closed the gates with a chain to make it appear they were
locked. Unfortunately at times this chain and lock were difficult to
remove by our members, and has now been removed on the above
mentioned days when the cemetery will be open.

LET US KNOW WHO IS IN THE HOSPITAL
Privacy laws do not permit the hospital to call and advise Beth El when
our congregants are hospitalized.
Please remember that we cannot identify Jewish patients in the hospital
unless our Rabbi is notified they are there! Rabbi Goldstein very much
wants to visit with any of our members who are hospitalized or
homebound. Please call her and let her know. If you are calling during
business hours, please call the Temple. In an after-hours emergency,
please call our Rabbi on her cell phone at 314-591-8559.
Bikkur Cholim or “Visiting the sick, is a very important Jewish value. In
addition to the calls and visits to your ill family and friends, you can help
our rabbi to perform this mitzvah too. Call the Rabbi Goldstein so that
she can help perform this mitzvah.

Bo

Go [to Pharoah]

Exodus 10:1 - 13:16

February 1, 2020

Then the Eternal One said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh. For I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his courtiers, in order
that I may display these My signs among them." - Exodus 10:1
God sends the plagues of locusts and darkness upon Egypt and forewarns Moses about the final plague, the death of every Egyptian firstborn.
Pharaoh still does not let the Israelites leave Egypt. (10:1-11:10)
God commands Moses and Aaron regarding the Passover festival. (12:1-27)
God enacts the final plague, striking down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt except those of the House of Israel. Pharaoh now allows the Israelites to leave. (12:29-42)
Speaking to Moses and Aaron, God repeats the commandments about Passover. (12:43-13:16)

B’shalach

Now When [Pharaoh] Let [the People] Go

Exodus 13:17 - 17:16

February 8, 2020

Now when Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although it was nearer; for
God said, "The people may have a change of heart when they see war, and return to Egypt." - Exodus 13:17
The Children of Israel escape across the Sea of Reeds from Pharaoh and his army, who drown when God drives back the sea. (13:17-14:31)
Moses and the Israelites sing a song praising Adonai. (15:1-21)
In the wilderness, God provides the grumbling Israelites with quails and manna. God instructs the Israelites to gather and prepare on the
sixth day food needed for Shabbat. (15:22-16:36)
The people complain about the lack of water. Moses hits a rock with his rod and brings forth water. (17:1-7)
Israel defeats Amalek, Israel's eternal enemy. God vows to blot out the memory of Amalek from the world. (17:8-16)

Yitro

Jethro

Exodus 18:1 - 20:23

February 15, 2020

Jethro, priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard all that God had done for Moses and for Israel, God's people, how the
Eternal had brought Israel out from Egypt. - Exodus 18:1
Yitro brings his daughter Zipporah and her two sons, Gershom and Eliezer, to his son-in-law Moses. (18:1-12)
Moses follows Yitro's advice and appoints judges to help him lead the people. (18:13-27)
The Children of Israel camp in front of Mount Sinai. Upon hearing the covenant, the Israelites respond, "All that God has spoken we will do."
(19:1-8)
After three days of preparation, the Israelites encounter God at Mount Sinai. (19:9-25)
God gives the Ten Commandments aloud directly to the people. (20:1-14)
Frightened, the Children of Israel ask Moses to serve as an intermediary between God and them. Moses tells the people not to be afraid.
(20:15-18)

Mishpatim

These [Are the] Rules

Exodus 21:1 - 24:18;

February 22, 2020

These are the rules that you shall set before them. - Exodus 21:1
Interpersonal laws ranging from the treatment of slaves to the exhibition of kindness to strangers are listed. (21:1-23:9)
Cultic laws follow, including the commandment to observe the Sabbatical Year, a repetition of the Sabbath injunction, the first mention of
the Three Pilgrimage Festivals, rules of sacrificial offerings, and the prohibition against boiling a kid in its mother's milk. (23:10-19)
The people assent to the covenant. Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy elders of Israel ascend the mountain and see God. Moses
goes on alone and spends forty days on the mountain. (24:1-18)

Religious School News

“And you Shall Teach Them Diligently To Your Children”

ושננהם לבניף ודברה בם

Welcome to the start of a New Year. The children got right into their routine and had a great first day
back. Along with their studies, the school decorated Tzedakah boxes and had a great time painting them.
The following Sunday, Ben led the music programme and the children enjoyed their time singing and
dancing. Thank you to everyone who helped organize our school Shabbat, which included a pizza dinner and
service. We will be celebrating TuBishvat on Sunday February 9th, a programme organized by J.N.F. More
details to follow. There will be no school on Sunday February 16th so everyone can enjoy the long weekend
and Family day on the Monday.
Looking forward to seeing everyone on Sunday.

Continued from page 15

T’rumah

Gifts

Exodus 25:1 - 27:19

February 29, 2020

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: "Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every
person whose heart is so moved." - Exodus 25:1-2
God asks the Children of Israel to donate gifts (t'rumah) for the building of the Tabernacle so that God may "dwell among them." (25:1-9)
Instructions for the construction of the Ark, table, and menorah are provided. (25:10-40)
Detailed directions are given on how to build the Tabernacle. (26:1-27:19)

Congregational Happenings
February 2020
Religious School Shabbat Service January 24, 2020

Photo Album

Jewish Book Club
Sponsored by Congregation Beth El
The Old Bunch by Meyer Levin
I am glad that, on a recommendation from a host of the Union for Reform
Judaism’s 2019 Biennial in Chicago, our Book Club chose The Old Bunch as its
next selection. Some of us who remember the 1950s may remember that Meyer
Levin was very much in the news back then, both for the huge best-seller
popularity of his novel Compulsion about the infamous Leopold-Loeb murder case
of the 1920s, and for his lawsuit against Otto Frank for the plagiarism of his play
based on The Diary of Anne Frank – a play which he had written and produced as
the man who had brought the diary to America after reading it in French in Europe.
But as Marek Breiger wrote in Jewish Currents in 2011, “That writer was Meyer
Levin — a journalist and novelist who died over thirty years ago and is today
altogether too unread and unsung…. Levin was an honest writer and honest man
who deserved better from both the Jewish community and its public
intellectuals. The Old Bunch, in particular, is a novel that should be read by
contemporary readers for how it confronts rather than sentimentalizes the Jewish present and past.” So
we are doing that, almost by accident, as contemporary readers looking back at one of the most
successful and best-selling novels of pre-War America and discovering a different and less flattering
“world of our fathers” than we are accustomed to reading. It is an epic work following young Chicago
Jews from high school in 1921 to their marriages and careers in 1934, the year of the Chicago Century of
Progress exposition.
I am not nearly finished reading the book myself, but it has surprised me with
how much I can learn about my parents’ generation’s struggles to be both Jewish
and American, coming from Yiddish-speaking families and breaking away from
their safe neighbourhoods into the big cities around them, be it Montreal, New
York, Detroit or Meyer Levin’s Chicago. More than that, however, I am rediscovering a Meyer Levin I had forgotten about: born in 1905, a University of
Chicago graduate who was a hard-boiled journalist, a kibbutznik long before
Americans and Canadians went to Eretz Yisrael, a leftist reporter during the
Spanish civil war which presaged WWII, an American soldier in Europe who
documented the liberation of the camps, and a writer who continued to write
until his death in Jerusalem in 1980. I will write more about the man next
month, but get yourself a copy of The Old Bunch as an e-book, paperback or on
the used book market, and immerse yourself in our parents’ or grandparents’
world.

We will meet Tuesday noon, May 5th, 2020 place to be selected

Community Events
February 2020

ֲבּורה
ָ ח
Save the date, attend the event and
support your community

April 27-30, 2020

April 27-30, 2020
Cineplex Odeon Theaters

The 18th Annual

Devonshire Mall

Ruth & Bernard
Friedman

Enjoy the films and
become a 2020 sponsor to
support our 18th (chai) year!

Windsor Jewish Film
Festival

2019-2020 Board of Directors

Congregation Beth El Special Fund List

Executive

Rabbinic Chair
George and Rosanne Agree Endowment

President

Karen Rosen

Vice President

Julie Tepperman

Camp George Scholarship

Vice President

Marilee Marcotte

Building

Secretary

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

Treasurer

Maria Belenkova

Past-President

Lawrence Pazner

Arthur and Brian Barat Memorial

Friendship Circle
Cheifetz Family Memorial
Beatrice Cherniak Memorial Flower
Charles and Ethel Cohen Endowment
Joseph M. and Florence Cohen Endowment
Sam M. and Celia Cohen Scholastic Endowment

Directors

Faye, Morris and Harvey Duke Memorial
Saul and Marion Fainstein Memorial
Aron Fink Endowment
Jane and Sam Freed Memorial
Golden Book
Maurice and Esther Goldstein Endowment
Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial
Ted Hochberg Memorial
Ethel and Harry Hoffman Memorial

Trustees
Michael Blacher

Stephen Lutvak

Audrey Bondy

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

William Botton

Dr. Reuben Schnayer

Brenda S. Cohen

Paula M. Taub

Carl S. Cohen, Q.C., LL.D.

Al Teshuba

James L. Cohen

Arthur B. Weingarden

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music
Larry Kaiman Memorial
Fran and Aaron Katzman Endowment
Ronald Meretsky Memorial
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi W. Gunther and Elizabeth S. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Religious School

William Goldstein

Harry and Dora Rosen Memorial

Marc S. Katzman

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School
William Silver and Doreen Silver-Bricker Memorial
Social Action Projects
Sam and Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial

What better way to celebrate, honor, or remember loved ones,
special occasions or friends through a generous tax-deductible
donation. Minimum donation is $18. Golden Book and Mitzvah
Fund donations are $36.00. New prayer books are now available
for plating with the cost remaining $54.00. Thank you for making a
culture of giving to Congregation Beth El an integral part of your
Jewish life.

Torah
Dorothy T. & Max Weingarden Endowment
Joyce Weingarden Memorial

Tree of Life
Inscribe your family “Simchas” on our synagogue’s Tree of Life. An inscription is a permanent dedication to the happy meaningful events that touch our lives. Leaf inscriptions are
$150.00 and stone inscriptions are $1000.00 Please call the Beth El office to order

Golden Book
The Golden Book in the Beth El lobby may be inscribed for Simchas for any occasion for a donation of $36.00.

Memorial Plaques
To honour your loved ones who have passed away, a memorial plaque shows a genuine sign of religious feeling. It bears the individual’s name with the Hebrew and secular dates of
death. A contribution of $450.00 to the Temple secures this memorial inscription. Please call the Beth El office 519-969-2422 to order.

