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I always look forward to the Biennial. Its like getting a shot in the arm filled with energy, excitement, new
ideas, new friends, and a giant spiritual boost. I also get to reconnect with rabbis and cantors, and to see old
friends I haven't seen in a while. This year, I was really thrilled to have three members of our congregation
join with me; Sandi and Mike Malowitz and Delia Cabrero. You will hear from them in the pages to come.
The Biennial Convention of the Union for Reform Judaism happens every other year, Wednesday through
Sunday. Usually there are about 5,500 to 6,000 Jews in attendance: this year was no different. Our goals in
attending the Biennial were to:
1. Feel the excitement and energy of 5,500 Jews from all over Canada and the U.S. To reinvigorate
ourselves. To remember how much we love being Jewish.
2. To determine which Biennial workshops would best serve our congregation. To make sure we covered the most important workshops,
and to share the information we gathered with Beth El.
3. To feel the intense holiness of the Erev (evening) Shabbat and Shabbat Morning Services, and other services throughout the week.
4. To learn everything we could, and have fun doing it.
5. To meet new friends, new contacts, and to immerse ourselves in new ideas.
Over the years, I have attended numerous Biennials and more workshops than I can recount.
experience more, and have a great time.

And every time I go to a Biennial, I learn more,

This year, I attended a number of workshops including: Leadership Development--Best Principles, Strategies, and Myths; Overcoming Resistance
to Change and Transition; A New Approach to Relational Engagement; Pirkei Avot--Unlocking Transformational Moral Wisdom for Our Time;
ARZA-Canada/CCRJ Reception for Israeli and Canadian Delegates; Rabbis and Cantors Meeting with the URJ Leadership; Will You Still Need Me
When I'm 64? (or 74? or 84?) and lots more. We made sure to divide and conquer...each of us going to a different workshop so we would bring
more ideas home.
We were treated to Shabbat Song Sessions (they were incredible!!!!), a special Shabbat Dinner with our 5,500 closest friends, and time for
Rabbis to get together. And of course, there was time to go shopping in between workshops. We saw all kinds of beautiful Judaica, including
handicrafts, jewelry, clothing, tallitot, wall hangings, and much more. Every time we went in to the vendor area, we came out wanting to buy
more. It was all spectacular!
Mike, Sandi, Delia and I will be looking forward to sharing the learning we experienced. Feel free to speak to any of us. You will be hearing
more about the Biennial in the near future.
Mark your calendars now! Plan to join me at the next Biennial, in Washington DC, December 8 - 11, 2021. It is an incredible experience, one
that you will truly treasure!

Will You Still Need Me When I’m 64…74…84?
OK, so you’re not old, and not exactly middle age either. Rather you are 60s into your early 80s, now labeled as the
Encore Generation. The generation that is perhaps planning or experiencing retirement. The generation that travels. Or
the one that doesn't have the money to travel. The generation that is trying to figure out what comes next, how to make
life matter, how to make a difference. The generation that is seeking to create meaning and to make a difference.

Boomers in this cohort are leaving congregations all over the continent in large numbers in their 60s and 70s. But they are
living much longer too. This group faces four fears: becoming invisible, becoming isolated, becoming without purpose, and
becoming dependent. Are we addressing this problem as we should be?
We need to create more responses to our Encore Generation. We need new rituals, new life cycle events, new
understandings. What kind of life cycle passages can we create for adults who are leaving the homes where they raised
their families? How do we acknowledge becoming grandparents? How can a connection to the synagogue make a
difference? Friends are far more crucial now. Loneliness is palpable. And yet, this is the most age-segregated part of
society.
It’s time for us to initiate a listening campaign. We need to be asking: what keeps you up at night, and what gets you up in
the morning. Has the Jewish community been here for you? If not, what should it look like? If so, how can we make it
better?
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A Few of My Highlights of the URJ Biennial 2019

Sandi Malowitz
I was engaged, enriched and motivated by my participation. It opened my eyes and
broadened my thinking in ways to strengthen our congregation.
1) The Jewish community is changing from how we were 20, 30, 60 years ago. How
do we connect and be a meaningful organization and house of worship to those
who identify as Reform Jews?
2) Social Justice is a pillar of URJ and provides opportunities to do tikkun olam,
making the world a better place. Social justice activities strengthen the engagement
of members. This confirms our successful Ronald McDonald meal program. There
are other multi-generational programs that we hope to do to involve others.

3) We are more than a house of worship.
Who are we, what are our goals and how will we achieve them? We cannot be
stagnant and afraid of change.
4) The 2 1/2-hour Shabbat morning service was a new experience for me. Being
with more than 5000 Jews to pray, sing and learn was joyful and moving. As the
pulpit Rabbi stated, “The prayers are the same, but how we say or sing them may
differ, but it doesn’t matter”. The music, led by 2 cantors and backed up by a full
orchestra and a large choir was lively, spiritually moving, and brought us to our feet.
All in all, I was thrilled that I was one of our delegates. Hopefully my participation
will benefit our congregation. It certainly benefited me as an individual.

Message
from the
Editor
Mike Malowitz

Why would anyone want to go to Chicago, the Windy City, in the middle of December? Certainly not to warm up
or thaw out. But inside experiencing the Union of Reform Judaism Biennial was heart-warming. December 1115 Delia Cabrera, Rabbi Lynn, Sandi and I went to Chicago to attend the URJ 2019 Biennial joining
approximately 5500 other Reform Jews to learn, network, pray and bring back new ideas to our congregation.

We divided forces to attend a multitude of workshops with varied topics including social justice, synagogue
management, and community. We attended general plenary sessions to listen to amazing, articulate and very
committed Reform Jews, learn about the powerful political voice of the Union of Reform Judaism and the
Canadian Council of Reform Judaism, and vote on three resolutions adopted by the URJ. These included
support and education for those affected by the opioid crisis, resolution against private for-profit prisons and
support for their closure and reparations for slavery and other systemic racism and the many forms that
reparation can take especially against African Americans. It must be remembered that we were once slaves in
Egypt.
The Shabbat morning service with 5500 other worshippers was led by a Rabbi from California, two cantors, a
large choir and an orchestra as we all sang and recited the familiar liturgy. We came from different places. Our
melodies and customs might sound unfamiliar but when we came together it was one of the most inspiring
and emotional experiences to add our voices in prayer. The sermon, delivered by URJ President Rabbi Rick
Jacobs, challenged us to transform and improve our congregations. He spoke of transformation personally,
communally and globally through teen and family immersive programs offered by congregations and URJ
camps. The URJ is inclusive accepting all Jews with audacious hospitality regardless of color, ability or sexual
orientation. He also spoke of the young generation (millennials and Gen-X) and how they will transform our
world with their own ideas in ways relevant to them. Transformation is hard and we must fight for things we
care about and do it in such a way that others will join us.
There was a large commercial exhibit area offering services to congregations, Judaica art and jewelry. The
Biennial, which takes approximately two years to plan, was supported by generous donations from individuals
from Chicago families and other companies. It is interesting to note that many congregations are experiencing
to some degree many of the same issues, including financial, membership retention, attendance and aging
membership. However, through networking and discussion, there are many resources available to help deal
with such problems and I brought back pages of notes and business cards to help us begin to solve these
problems.
I went with a little apprehension not knowing quite what to expect from the Biennial and returned with a new
sense of inspiration and armed with a new set of resources to help us improve our congregation. The next
Biennial will be held in Washington, DC in December 2021 and all members of the congregation are urged to
plan to attend and be inspired by this beautiful event.

Delia
Cabrera

URJ Biennial 2019
I had no clue what to expect at the biennial. I was excited and totally terrified just thinking of going away for 5 days and mingling with a lot of people that I
didn’t know. I’m an introvert and really, it was not an easy task to take the decision, I kept second guessing it as we were traveling on the way to Chicago and once
there I was sure I made a great mistake!
Nevertheless I attended my first workshop after just arriving to the first presentation Beyond Welcoming: Addressing Racism, Homophobia, Ableism, and
More in our Congregations. It was fantastic. The presenters were well prepared, clear and to the point. I lamented it ended so quickly (1 hour or so) but thankful
for all that was learned.[1] Listening to the experience of a Jewish person of color was eye opening, being mistaken for the help, questioned, asked to leave or
facing microaggressions, people trying to overlook color overcompensating with awkward moves or sayings[2]; the same with people from the LGBTQ community
facing uncomfortable questions or attitudes.
“Until All of Us Are Free, None of Us Is Free”, the words of MLK Jr. were used to name a Ted talk pointing out that if we want to live in a truly just
society and have a welcoming community we need to support each other and work pursuing social justice.
When the Opening Plenary came, the energy in the ballroom was infectious and excitement overcame fear until I learned that the next day I had to be up and
ready before 7:00am. I am not a morning person and always cut it so close to my engagements, but at 7:00 we were going to meet all the Canadians present at the
Biennial. I made it on time and I was so graciously welcomed and at ease, there was no better way to start the day.
Mobilizing Around the Environment and Climate Change: How Your Community Can Take Action was a powerful presentation about how to ensure we
have a community engaged in impacting the environment to be as green as possible. Focusing on “greening the Temple”, being energy efficient, recycling, reusing,
organizing activities to protect the environment, talking to authorities for clear policies about the environment. The need to Educate, Connect, and Advocate.[3]
I had the chance to walk around and see beautiful art, Judaica and services provided to the whole community. I was so incredibly excited when I found a
hannukiah that was out of stock on the internet and ran to buy it. My very first hannukiah to celebrate my very first Hannukah! It made me so happy and the
background music played was perfect for energizing the day.
The Opioid Crisis in the Jewish Community and Beyond was a powerful one, Gabrielle Leon Spatt shared with us her personal story of how she founded
The Blue Dove Foundation in Atlanta that focuses on mental health and substance abuse. Under the premise of “What is left unsaid becomes unspeakable” she and
the other speakers encouraged us to speak about this epidemic that touches everyone, to educate ourselves and gather resources at hand so we can reach to
people in our community that might be affected and are carrying the weight of the stigma not knowing what to do, where to go and unsure of the support the
synagogue and their fellow congregants might give them.[4]
Congregations and Crisis: Leading Under Pressure was very insightful and eye opening in these times of crisis with antisemitism on the rise. Being in
contact with the leaders of other communities and the police force and authorities is paramount, getting to know the people, not only the leaders is very
important.
During the day I walked miles and miles (no kidding!) from one talk to the other, while everyone else was also on their way to their chosen workshops.
Everything felt right and empowering. We were one, on the same page, seeking knowledge, learning better ways.
One of the most empathic sessions I attended was Supporting “Jewish Adjacent” Members in your Congregation. It was all about inclusion, supporting
non-Jewish family members of the congregations, and how to make them feel welcome and safe. Safe in the sense of not being afraid of making mistakes during
services or just mingling when socializing, or not being afraid of asking “stupid” or offensive questions. Having material with translation and transliteration from the
Hebrew is very helpful. Explaining things that are a given to a Jewish person are not such a given for the others so be mindful of that and encourage them to join in.
Shabbat services were so touching. I was in awe and totally overwhelmed being surrounded by 5,500 people in the same space joining in prayers and songs.
Cantor Daniel Mutlu’s voice is angelic, deep, vibrant, something out of this world. Then came dinner and later on the song session. It was amazing but for sure an
experience than it will take me two years to want to replicate. For an introvert was too much but wonderful at the same time.
Finally came the session I had been waiting for all along, A Jewish Learning in the White House and Beyond, where Sarah Hurwitz, former speech writer to
Michelle Obama talked about her book Here All Along. I read the book and it made such an impact on me that I just had to go and listen to her and get a signed
copy of her book. Her book inspired me to keep learning, growing, celebrating what I love about Judaism. Listening to her was very emotional for me as well as
enlightening. When I went to have my book sign and told her what it meant for me just at the time of my conversion, she was the sweetest and welcomed me to
the family. I’m of course was (still am) over the moon for that.
Continued on Page 11… Delia Cabrera
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Photo Album

Taken
at the
Biennial
Left and Right
Delia
Cabrera,
Rabbi Lynn, Sandi
and Mike Malowitz
at the Biennial

Left
Mezuzah placed
on the doorpost
to the Plenary
meeting room
Right
Saturday Shabbat
Service
with
approximately
5500 worshippers

Chanukah at Devonshire Mall
Mayor Drew Dilkens speaking and lighting the Shamash candle

Shabbat Services and Tanakh Study
January 2020

עֲבוֺ דׇ ה
Worship and Spirituality

Our Friday night service features the rituals, melodies and warmth of our congregation. The service features a sermon or presentation by our
rabbi. At the conclusion of the service, the Oneg Shabbat provides worshippers with an setting for sharing stories, greetings and desserts, and for
celebrating the joy of Shabbat. It is also an opportunity to sponsor an Oneg in honour of or in memory of a loved one, a special birthday , a job
promotion, a retirement or just because. Services begin promptly at 7:00 pm. On the first and third Friday evenings each month, we have a pot
luck dairy dinner prior to the service beginning at 6:00 pm.
Join us for Torah Study 9:30 am every Saturday unless otherwise noted or inclement weather. Discussion of the weekly portion is lively, informed
and well-researched, Participants express a wide range of interpretations of the central text of our faith.

Shabbat Services

Tanakh Study and Learning

Friday, January 3

Saturday, January 4

Candle lighting 4:53 pm

Vayigash

Pot luck dinner 6:00 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, January 11

Friday, January 10

Va-y’chi

Candle lighting 5:00 pm

Tanakh Study

Services 7:00 pm

Saturday, January 18

Friday, January 17

Sh’mot

Candle lighting 5:08 pm

Tanakh Study

Pot luck dinner 6:00 pm

Saturday, January 25

Services 7:00 pm

Va-eira

Friday, January 24

Tanakh Study

Candle lighting 5:17 pm
Services 7:00 pm
Friday, January 31
Candle lighting 5:26 pm
Services 7:00 pm

And God blessed the seventh day and called it holy.
Genesis 2:3
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Photo Album

Christmas Day Joint Program with Windsor Islamic Association and Congregation Beth El

Playing
dreidel for
the first time

On December 25th, 60 Muslims
and Jews joined together at Beth
El to begin get to know each
other.
We enjoyed lunch
together, schmoozing, talking
about our commonalities, and
suggesting some general plans and
ideas for the future. Are you
interested in participating in our
ongoing work? Contact Delia
Cabrera, Pam Goldstein, or Rabbi
Goldstein.

Preparing Christmas Dinner
at the Ronald McDonald House
Left to Right:
Sandi Malowitz, Lorna Shulman,
Mary Zaltz and Mike Malowitz

Congregational Happenings
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Annual Dues
Annual Dues and Religious School fees fund the
expenses of our Building, Clergy, Staff and School
throughout the entire year. It is important that all
congregants contribute, and to this end we have
asked that arrangements to fulfill your financial
obligations were made by High Holidays.
Thank you for your consideration.

For Your Information

We now have over 150 larger thick
books. As you know, we received 100
books from the Weingarden Family, and
just this fall, received an additional 100
paperback copies of Mishkan Tefillah from
the Canadian Council of Reform
Judaism. The Congregation wishes to
thank the CCRJ for their generous
donation of these siddurs.

New Year’s Day
Blood Drive
Sunday, January 1 noon to 3:00 pm
Windsor Mosque
Co-Sponsored by Congregation Beth El, Canadian Blood
Services and the Windsor Islamic Association

Congregational Happenings
January 2020
Pot Luck Dairy Dinners prior to
Shabbat Services
Friday, January 3 & 17
6:00 pm

For Your Information

We are seeking more volunteers to help with Onegs.
They would be scheduled once every 4 to 6 weeks,
with a partner.
Responsibilities include putting out the food, kiddush wine and bread, and cleaning up after the
Oneg.

SNOWBIRDS

Office Closings in January
January 1
Happy New Year

Please let us know if you
wish to receive the Beth El
bulletin by mail or email to
your Southern address.

Board of Directors' Meetings 7:00pm
January 21
February 18

OUR NEW AND
IMPROVED
WEBSITE IS UP! CHECK
IT OUT @
bethelwindsor.ca

Thank You
To Irvine Barat for sponsoring the oneg on
November 29th in memory of his father Benjamin
Barat

Beth El’s
Mini Jewish University
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein

Talmud Torah - Adult Education

תַּ לְ מּוד תוֺ ׇרה

Modern Jewish Thought

Lunch ‘N Learn, Spirituality

Join us as we study “Choices in Modern Jewish Thought”, major Jewish
philosophers of the last century. We are learning about the works of
Hermann Cohen, Leo Baeck, Mordecai Kaplan, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin
Buber, Abraham Heschel and Joseph Solovetchik as well as the theories and
events that caused a shift into modern Jewish thinking. Topics we study will
include Zionism, Holocaust, personal autonomy, and more. This course is
ongoing through the early spring. We meet Wednesdays from 5:00 pm to
6:30 pm.

Thursdays 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings, 1:15 - 2:45 pm
From the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem:
Memory is a central element in defining modern Jewish identity. As we look
to Israel's future, we need to engage anew with our past and explore its
meanings and consequences. Through the consideration of major historic
moments, this class grapples with the different ideas and values that shape
the meaning of modern Israel, Zionism, and Jewish identity today.
This course explores the pivotal events of 1947 and 1967 - following the
1917 Balfour Declaration - as key moments when Zionism unleashed new
thinking about the meaning of Jewishness for generations to come. The
course engages Jews in an open and pluralistic discussion about issues of
Jewish identity, peoplehood, ethics, and theology, as they relate to nationhood, land, sovereignty, Jerusalem, occupation, moral red lines.

We have selected Rabbi Lawrence Kushner’s wonderful book. Rabbi Kushner is a beautiful story teller, and encourages us to delve deep into his and
our own spirituality.
Jacob was running away from home. One night he lay down in the wilderness
to sleep and had one of the great mystical experiences of Western religion.
He dreamed there was a ladder, with messengers ascending and descending,
stretched between heaven and earth.
For thousands of years, people have tried to understand what the messengers came down to tell Jacob, and us. Now in a daring blend of scholarship
and imagination, psychology and history, Lawrence Kushner gathers an inspiring range of interpretations of Genesis 28:16 given by sages, from Shmuel bar
Nachmani in third-century Palestine to Hannah Rachel Werbermacher of
Ludomir who lived in Poland two hundred years ago. Through a fascinating
new literary genre and Kushner’s creative reconstruction of the teachers’ lives
and times, we enter the study halls and sit at the feet of these spiritual masters to learn what each discovered about God’s Self and ourselves as they
ascend and descend Jacob’s ladder.
In this illuminating journey, our spiritual guides ask and answer the fundamental questions of human experience: Who am I? Who is God? What is God’s
role in history? What is the nature of evil? How should I relate to God and
other people? Could the universe really have a self?
God Was in This Place & I, i Did Not Know is about God and about you; it is
about discovering God’s place in the universe, and yours.

Learn to Read Hebrew in One Day
Saturday January 11
Noon to 7:00 pm

Sessions include a video lecture and a roundtable video discussion with
senior Hartman Institute faculty, as well as primary sources and background readings. Class begins Sunday, Nov. 17 at 1:15 pm

Have you always wanted to learn to read Hebrew? You can do it!
Now is the time!

TOPICS INCLUDE:
1917: Balfour Declaration: Idea of a Homeland for the Jewish People

Join us on Saturday, January 11 from noon to 7:00 pm! The Hebrew
Marathon is designed for those with little or no knowledge of the
Hebrew alphabet. You will learn how to read Hebrew in one day!

1947: The United Nations Partition Plan: The Jews in the World
1967: The Six Day War: Power, Land, and God
Judea and Samaria: Occupation or Liberation
One State, Two States: Moral Red Lines
Jerusalem of God, Prayer and Peoplehood
Jerusalem of Responsibility, Loss, and Hope
The Jubilee Year and Beyond: Milestones and their Meanings

1.
Please make a note that there is a $20 charge for Temple
members (cost of the book and supplies). And, there is a $72 charge
for non-members, which includes the cost of the book and supplies.
2. You need to register for the class. Registration closes on January
9th.

Religious School News

“And you Shall Teach Them Diligently To Your Children”

ושננהם לבניף ודברה בם

The month of December flew by, with lots of learning and excitement. The children were very busy with
their Hebrew studies, but also had some fun. On December 8th, Ben Potok came and entertained the
students with Hanukkah songs. December 15th was the last day of school until the New Year and it was the
day we had our school Hanukkah celebration. The students had an awesome time baking cookies, making
candles, playing dreidel games and singing songs with Kylie Pazner playing her guitar. The first day back will
be on January 12th. At this time, there is a School Shabbat planned for Friday January 24th along with a pizza
dinner and service. More details to follow. We are all looking forward to a great and productive January.

Delia Cabrera

UJA Biennial

Continued from page 4

Havdala and the closing ceremony was full of music, laughter with the Second City performers, and just the
precise commentaries of speakers to make us look forward to meet each other in two years.
It was an amazing experience that I don’t regret no matter how taxing it was for me. I needed a few days of
enclosure to recuperate energy, but now I am up and ready to start working in making a difference in our community,
making it more welcoming and accepting, more committed to social justice and environmentally friendly.
[1] Resources:
Audicious hospitality Toolkit
Jews of color and LGBTQ+ Educational Resources Modules
Getting started – AH Materials Overview
Community Racial Justice Checklist
Inclusive Program Checklist
Colorblindness – Microaggressions
Racial Justice Resource List
And more all in The Tent.
2 Black Power, Jewish Politics. By Marc Dollinger
3 @faithinplace. Instagram Twitter Facebook #GreenTeamSummit #RootedAndGrowing
Sulchan Aruch, The Code of Jewish Law by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi.
We Are The Weather, by Jonathan Safran Foer.
@faithinplace. Instagram Twitter Facebook #GreenTeamSummit #RootedAndGrowing
Sulchan Aruch, The Code of Jewish Law by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi.
We Are The Weather, by Jonathan Safran Foer.
4 www.TheBlueDoveFoundation.org //@BlueDoveFoundation // #QuietingTheSilence

Mazel Tov and Best Wishes

Mishpacha-Our Congregational Family
January 2020

To those
celebrating
anniversaries in
January

There are no anniversaries to celebrate in January.
To those celebrating birthdays
In January

1
3
4
5
6
7
9
9
10
10
12
13
16
17
21
21
22
28
31

Joyce Garber
Kevin Davis
Miriam Zaltsman
Morgan Nicole Miller
Karen Rosen
Marlene Gold
Dolores Burstyn
Andrew Tepperman
Michael Ellis
Sheldon Jarcaig
Mikie Freed
Michael Zaltsman
Fern Miller
Mike Malowitz
Joshua Goldstein
Samuel Katzman
Jerry Weingarden
Mildred Silver
Kelly-Lynn Abraham

Mazal Tov to
Larry and Judy Polsky
on their 50th Anniversary

Good Health Wishes Refu’ah Sheleimah
A complete healing to:
Dorothy Buckhalter

Hannah Levin

Suzanne Selby

Tony Lee

Ed Levitt

Mildred Silver

Pat Routliffe

Cindy Jeris

Lil Lederman

Nel Chelsky

Nina Zlotnik

Mark Vruble

Valerie Horner

Rona Paquette

Annette Teich

Miriam Schnayer

Jackie Farrell

Wayne Katz

Louise Ziff

Beth Horowitz

Brenda Kay
Kenneth Karp
Richard McGuinty

Avraham Labe

Sidney Chelsky
Florence Cohen
Kathy Selby
Robin Martin Duttman

Marla Rivard

Jackie Eisenberg

Sharon Kaplan

Morton Kaplan

Dr. Milton Cohen
Avigail Sarah Bat Devorah
Alan Orman
Marilyn Guss
Jeremy Michael Fink
Peter Winagar

Thank you to all our members who contribute to our many funds. A gift of $18 to the Temple is a very meaningful way to congratulate a friend or family member on happy occasions or to express get wells or condolences. Please remember Beth El
with your donations. All donations are eligible for a tax receipt.

If you wish to have your birthday or a family member's birthday or your anniversary listed in the bulletin, please contact the
Beth El office at 519-969-2422.. To ensure that you receive your bulletin, please call us if you have a change of address or if
you wish to receive your bulletin by e-mail.

Yahrtzeits
January 2020

May their memories always be for a blessing

זייל

Week of December 28-January 3
1
1
1
2
3
3

Betsy Woolf
Mary Zombori
Esther Sperber
Hy Muroff
Mania Jarcaig
Simon Schnayer

Week of January 4-10
4
5
6
6
6
7
8
8
8
8
8
10
10
10

Nathan Rotman
Norman Lesansky
Harold Lewis
Muriel Fenwick
Mila Ripp
Robin Zlotnik
Ida Katzman
Eva Goldberg
Audrey Blacher
Dr. Morton Hochman
Doreen Silver Bricker
Gertrude Weingarden
George Weingarden
Orville Marcotte

Week of January 11-17
11
11
11
11
13
13
13
13
13
14
15
16
17

Jack Wald
David Duncan
Melvin Rosenberg
Robert Rosenberg
Marin “Buddy” Wunder
Sidney Kasper
David Coren
Freda Joffe
Joseph Tencer
Jenny Rubin
Patrick Leathorn
Dr. Henry Shanfield
Jeffrey Weiner

Zichronam L’vracha - We remember

Week of January 18-24
18
19
19
20
21
23
23
23
24
24

Philip Schomberger
Harry Rubin
Ida Resnick
Martin Goldberg
Pauline Esther Fine
Norm Katz
Irving Goldhar
Fanny Brodsky
Yitzak Jonas
Rachel Rae Azeff

25
27
28
28
28
28
29
29
30
30
30
30
31

Pauline Bookspan
Esther Silver
Abraham Rosenthal
Charlotte Burnstein
Hyman Taub
David Pearl
David Weingarden
Esther Rosen
Abraham Ben Zion Lantzman
Moshe Kleinplatz
Piffe Kleinplatz
David Goldstein
Sydney Atin

Week of January 25-31

Contributions
January 2020

ק ה

ד

צ

Thank you to those who have given generously to Congregation
Beth El this month. Gifts are a wonderful way to celebrate a
birthday, an anniversary, the arrival of a child, or to remember
the life of someone who has passed away. Your donations to
these Temple funds are greatly appreciated.

Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial Fund
In memory of Ken Silverberg, beloved father & father-in-law of Jordan & Stacey Silverberg by: Elaine & Carl Cohen; Mary & Sam
Zaltz.

Ted Hochberg Memorial Fund
In memory of Ken Silverberg, beloved father & father-in-law of Jordan & Stacey Silverberg by: Paula Taub & family; Sharon
Hochberg.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In appreciation to Rabbi Lynn Goldstein by: Al Teshuba & family.

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music Fund
Thank you to Ray Violot for the Neil Diamond night by: Stu & Sue Selby.

Social Action Committee Fund
Happy 80th birthday to Dr. Gary Roggin by: Sally Goldhar.

Yizkor Fund
In memory of Sam Dalfen by: Mendy Dalfen.

Keep thinking Camp George!
The Jewish Summer Camp experience is something that all Beth El children should have access to; but it comes at a
cost not everyone can afford.
Beth El has a Camp George Fund to which a number of people have donated which can make funds available to any
of our children who attend the Reform Movement's Camp George.
Madie and Art Weingarden have recently made a substantial donation to the fund in memory of Madie's father Isaac
Muroff. Madie and Art strongly believe that our future is our children and camp is a great start. Thank you
Weingardens.
It seems odd to publicize this during the winter months. But it is important that parents know there is some help
available far in advance of camp registration.

Effective January 1, 2018 if you wish to make a donation to one of the many funds listed on the last page, the minimum amount will be
$18.00 in order to send an acknowledgement card.
The cost of placing an inscription in the Golden Book is $36.00.

Highlights of Committee Activities
January 2020

For Your Information

COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
Social Action
Ann additional dinner was held at Ronald McDonald House Christmas Day for those families having patients in the
hospital over the holiday season. Sandi Malowitz, Mike Malowitz, Mary Zaltz and Lorna Shulman prepared a huge
turkey dinner with all the fixings for the families. It was a wonderful time for all and very much appreciated.
Arrangements have been made to host dinners again for 2020. Please contact Sandi Malowitz at 519-966-5522 or
smalowitz@hotmail.com

Get in the Habit!
As you grocery shop consider purchasing non-perishable food. The Unemployed Help Centre is very appreciative
of our ongoing food drive. Our help provides their clients with much needed food.

Keeping Warm!
As you clean out your closets, please save hats, scarves, gloves and (yes!) underwear for those in need.
We will be collecting items throughout the holiday season.

We are Beth El!
Join the Mishpacha Committee
and help bring in new members!
Be part of growing our congregation.
Email Cheryl Blacher at cblacher@gmail.com
or email Rabbi Lynn (RabbiLynnGoldstein@gmail.com) or call her
at Temple at 519-969-2422

Scent-free Policy

Congregation Beth El Cannabis Policy

In response to members health concerns,
Congregation Beth El has developed a Scent-Free
Policy. Scented products such as hair spray,
perfume and body spray can triggers reactions
such as respiratory distress and headaches.
Members and their guests are asked to not use
these products when attending services or other
events at Congregation Beth El.

As our Members will be aware, the recreational use of Cannabis has been
legalized by the Provincial Government as of October 17th, 2018. The Board of
Directors considered the impact of this new legislation at their Board Meeting
convened October 16th, 2018. At that time, the Board agreed that not only
would the recreational use of Cannabis on Beth El property not be in keeping
with the family values that Beth El aspires to, but the recreational use of
Cannabis in public places is still prohibited, despite the new legislation. The
Board accordingly unanimously agreed to prohibit the use of Cannabis on Beth
El property, at all times. The Board asks that Members and their guests respect
this decision and adhere to it fully.

Events and Announcements

For Your Information

YOUR CONGREGATIONAL RABBI- Rabbi Lynn Goldstein is available for all congregants for all life cycle events, including funerals
and unveilings. She will also visit those in hospital, nursing homes or homebound. She is also available if you are struggling with an
issue, if you would like to talk or if you would just like to say “hi”. If you know of someone who would appreciate a visit; or would
like more information, please call or email the Temple office.
SIMCHAS- Please notify the office by the 15th of each month, if you wish to have a special event in your life (simchas, life-cycle
events, etc.) published in your bulletin.
STONE DEDICATIONS & UNVEILINGS- Rabbi Goldstein is available to perform Unveilings and Stone Dedications. Please contact
her to make arrangements. We kindly request that you advise the Beth El office of any Unveiling dates to be announced in the
Beth El bulletin (please advise us if you wish the unveiling to be private and unpublished). The office will contact the Cemetery
Caretaker to make the necessary preparations at the Cemetery before the unveiling.
SPECIAL NOTICE- When scheduling a simcha, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, or Kiddush, please schedule your date first with the
Rabbi, and then, after talking with the Rabbi, please confirm arrangements with the Beth El office. When holding such events please
advise the office of catering details, deliveries, set-up of tables, number of guests expected, etc. so that we may avoid any
misunderstandings and your event will be a pleasant one for all. Thank you for your consideration.
SUPPORTING CONGREGATION BETH EL- A donation to Beth El is a wonderful way to congratulate friends and family on
simchas, as well as a thoughtful and meaningful way to extend condolences. A contribution card will be mailed to the recipient
(minimum donation $18). You can phone the office at 969-2422 or the office can take your requests for donations on-line (or any
other request, such as names to be included on our Mi Sheberach list, yahrzeits to be read, reservations for events) through our
email address: bethelwindsor@cogeco.net.
NOTICE- We would like to recognize the achievements of all our members, from our youngest children to our seniors. Whatever
your achievement, we would like to send a hearty mazal tov to you in the Bulletin so everyone will know of your efforts! If you
have a simcha, please call and provide us with details! Thank you for your cooperation.
BAR/BAT MITZVAH- Please contact the Rabbi to set a date for your family's simcha (joyous event) a year in advance. After the
Rabbi and family set the date, please notify the office so your special event will be on the community calendar as well as our
Temple calendar.

CEMETERY NOTICE

The Beth El Cemetery gates are open on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 8:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., with the exception of
Jewish Holidays. Please Note: even though
the gates are open on the days and hours
stated above, you will notice that there are chains wrapped around
the gates and they appear to be locked. In the past few years, due to
youths in the area gathering at the cemetery on occasion, the caretaker had closed the gates with a chain to make it appear they were
locked. Unfortunately at times this chain and lock were difficult to
remove by our members, and has now been removed on the above
mentioned days when the cemetery will be open.

LET US KNOW WHO IS IN THE HOSPITAL
Privacy laws do not permit the hospital to call and advise Beth El when
our congregants are hospitalized.
Please remember that we cannot identify Jewish patients in the hospital
unless our Rabbi is notified they are there! Rabbi Goldstein very much
wants to visit with any of our members who are hospitalized or
homebound. Please call her and let her know. If you are calling during
business hours, please call the Temple. In an after-hours emergency,
please call our Rabbi on her cell phone at 314-591-8559.
Bikkur Cholim or “Visiting the sick, is a very important Jewish value. In
addition to the calls and visits to your ill family and friends, you can help
our rabbi to perform this mitzvah too. Call the Rabbi Goldstein so that
she can help perform this mitzvah.

Vayigash

And [Judah] Approached [Joseph]

Genesis 44:18 - 47:27

January 4, 2020

Judah now approached him and said, "By your leave, my lord, please give your servant a hearing, and do not let
your anger flare up at your servant--for you are like Pharaoh". - Genesis 48:18
Judah pleads with Joseph to free Benjamin and offers himself as a replacement. (44:18-34)
Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and forgives them for selling him into slavery. (45:1-15)
Although the famine still rages, Pharaoh invites Joseph's family to "live off the fat of the land." (45:16-24)
Jacob learns that Joseph is still alive and, with God's blessing, goes to Egypt. (45:25-46:33)
Pharaoh permits Joseph's family to settle in Goshen. Pharaoh then meets with Jacob. (47:1-12)
With the famine increasing, Joseph designs a plan for the Egyptians to trade their livestock and land for food. The Israelites thrive in Egypt.
(47:13-27)

Va-y’chi

[Jacob] Lived

Genesis 47:28 - 50:26

January 11, 2020

Jacob lived in the land of Egypt for 17 years; Jacob's days--the years of his life--were 147. - Genesis 47:28
Jacob blesses his grandchildren Ephraim and Manasseh. (48:1-20)
Jacob's twelve sons gather around his deathbed, and each receives an evaluation and a prediction of his future. (49:1-33)
Joseph mourns his father's death and has Jacob embalmed. Jacob is buried in Hebron in the cave of the field of the Machpelah in the land of
Canaan. (50:1-14)
Joseph assures his concerned brothers that he has forgiven them and promises to care for them and their families. (50:15-21)
Just before he dies, Joseph tells his brothers that God will return them to the Land that God promised to the patriarchs. The Children of Israel
promise Joseph that they will take his bones with them when they leave Egypt. (50:22-26)

Sh’mot

Names

Exodus 1:1 - 6:1

January 18, 2020

These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each coming with his household: Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. - Exodus 1:1-4
The new king of Egypt makes slaves of the Hebrews and orders their male children to be drowned in the Nile River. (1:1-22)
A Levite woman places her son, Moses, in a basket on the Nile, where he is found by the daughter of Pharaoh and raised in Pharaoh's house. (2:110)
Moses flees to Midian after killing an Egyptian. (2:11-15)
Moses marries Zipporah, the daughter of Midian's priest. They have a son named Gershom. (2:16-22)
God calls Moses from a burning bush and commissions him to free the Israelites from Egypt. (3:1-4:17)
Moses and Aaron request permission from Pharaoh for the Israelites to celebrate a festival in the wilderness. Pharaoh refuses and makes life even
harder for the Israelites. (5:1-23)

Va-eira

I (God) Appeared [to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob]

Exodus 6:2 - 9:35

January 28, 2020

God spoke to Moses and said to him, "I am the Eternal." - Exodus 6:2
Despite God's message that they will be redeemed from slavery, the Israelites' spirits remain crushed. God instructs Moses and Aaron to deliver the
Israelites from the land of Egypt. (6:2-13)
The genealogy of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and their descendants is recorded. (6:14-25)
Moses and Aaron perform a miracle with a snake and relate to Pharaoh God's message to let the Israelites leave Egypt. (7:8-13)
The first seven plagues occur. God hardens Pharaoh's heart, and Pharaoh rescinds each offer to let the Israelites go. (7:14-9:35)

Community Events
January 2020

ֲבּורה
ָ ח
Save the date, attend the event and
support your community

April 27-30, 2020

April 27-30, 2020
Cineplex Odeon Theaters

The 18th Annual

Devonshire Mall

Ruth & Bernard
Friedman

Enjoy the films and
become a 2020 sponsor to
support our 18th (chai) year!

Windsor Jewish Film
Festival

Jewish Book Club
Sponsored by Congregation Beth El
The Old Bunch by Meyer Levin
Although we may decide to read an additional book and meet during the
frigid months ahead, at this time the next scheduled meeting will be after
Passover, Yom HaShoah, and the 2020 Windsor Jewish Film Festival. The
book we have selected is a really long one – over 600 pages – and though it
won’t take any of us five months to read it, it will give all our members time
to go south to warmer climes, to go to Israel as tourists, students, or pilgrims,
or just to order the book and read it at leisure. And for those of us who will
remain in Windsor, we will probably get together at some point with another
book.
I got the idea that we should read this book after reading Rabbi James
Rudin’s invitation to members of the URJ, the Union for Reform Judaism in
North America, to attend this year’s Biennial meeting in Chicago this month.
It’s an inspiring event with several thousand Reform Jews from the USA and
Canada attending and strengthening each other. [As a member of this
congregation, you are a member of the URJ] Anyway, I’ll come back to this
book in forthcoming Book Club pages, but for now I’ll let Rabbi Rudin start to tell us about The Old Bunch,
and let him finish next month:
“In 1930, the Chicago’s Jewish population of 275,000 was surpassed in number
only by New York City and Warsaw, Poland. No author has portrayed Jewish life in
Chicago during the two decades before WWII better than has its native son,
journalist-turned-novelist Meyer Levin (1905-1981). His autobiographical
narrative The Old Bunch (1937), follows the lives of 19 young Chicago Jews – 11
boys and eight girls – beginning with their high school graduations in 1921 and
concluding with the Chicago World’s Fair in 1934.
I rank The Old Bunch as the greatest American novel of the first half of the 20th
century, and I am not alone in my assessment. Both Ernest Hemingway and
Norman Mailer have publicly praised Levin’s writing, and some critics have
compared The Old Bunch to the works of Leo Tolstoy and John Steinbeck. Fellow
Chicago novelist, James T. Farrell, wrote that Levin had written "one of the most
serious and ambitious novels yet produced by the current generation of American novelists."
Next month, I’ll write more about Levin, the born-in-Chicago newspaper reporter turned novelist, very early
supporter of Israel, who died in Jerusalem.

We will meet Tuesday noon, May 5th, 2020 place to be selected

2019-2020 Board of Directors

Congregation Beth El Special Fund List

Executive

Rabbinic Chair
George and Rosanne Agree Endowment

President

Karen Rosen

Vice President

Julie Tepperman

Camp George Scholarship

Vice President

Marilee Marcotte

Building

Secretary

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

Treasurer

Maria Belenkova

Past-President

Lawrence Pazner

Arthur and Brian Barat Memorial

Friendship Circle
Cheifetz Family Memorial
Beatrice Cherniak Memorial Flower
Charles and Ethel Cohen Endowment
Joseph M. and Florence Cohen Endowment
Sam M. and Celia Cohen Scholastic Endowment

Directors

Faye, Morris and Harvey Duke Memorial
Saul and Marion Fainstein Memorial
Aron Fink Endowment
Jane and Sam Freed Memorial
Golden Book
Maurice and Esther Goldstein Endowment
Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial
Ted Hochberg Memorial
Ethel and Harry Hoffman Memorial

Trustees
Michael Blacher

Stephen Lutvak

Audrey Bondy

Dr. Michael H. Malowitz

William Botton

Dr. Reuben Schnayer

Brenda S. Cohen

Paula M. Taub

Carl S. Cohen, Q.C., LL.D.

Al Teshuba

James L. Cohen

Arthur B. Weingarden

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music
Larry Kaiman Memorial
Fran and Aaron Katzman Endowment
Ronald Meretsky Memorial
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi W. Gunther and Elizabeth S. Plaut Memorial
Rabbi’s Discretionary
Religious School

William Goldstein

Harry and Dora Rosen Memorial

Marc S. Katzman

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School
William Silver and Doreen Silver-Bricker Memorial
Social Action Projects
Sam and Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial

What better way to celebrate, honor, or remember loved ones,
special occasions or friends through a generous tax-deductible
donation. Minimum donation is $18. Golden Book and Mitzvah
Fund donations are $36.00. New prayer books are now available
for plating with the cost remaining $54.00. Thank you for making a
culture of giving to Congregation Beth El an integral part of your
Jewish life.

Torah
Dorothy T. & Max Weingarden Endowment
Joyce Weingarden Memorial

Tree of Life
Inscribe your family “Simchas” on our synagogue’s Tree of Life. An inscription is a permanent dedication to the happy meaningful events that touch our lives. Leaf inscriptions are
$150.00 and stone inscriptions are $1000.00 Please call the Beth El office to order

Golden Book
The Golden Book in the Beth El lobby may be inscribed for Simchas for any occasion for a donation of $36.00.

Memorial Plaques
To honour your loved ones who have passed away, a memorial plaque shows a genuine sign of religious feeling. It bears the individual’s name with the Hebrew and secular dates of
death. A contribution of $450.00 to the Temple secures this memorial inscription. Please call the Beth El office 519-969-2422 to order.

