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PASSOVER MIRACLES 

We are a very sophisticated bunch of people. We seem to know everything. We understand what 

makes an ant crawl, why the earth rotates, why stars are born and die. We can scientifically explain 

all of life. 

Because we are so scientifically knowledgeable, we know that there is no such thing as miracles. 

Miracles are merely things for which people did not know the scientific cause at the time. 

Take, for example, creation. The Torah describes an incredible miracle of the creation of the 

universe by God. But we sophisticated people know that that could not possibly be true. We have 

the big bang theory, and the theories of expanding and contracting space, and a whole bunch of 

other theories. We know about evolution and survival of the fittest, and that we are descended from 

monkeys. Of course, we can't explain what started the whole process - what caused creation to 

begin, but we know it was not a miracle. They don't happen. 

Take, for example, the parting of the Red Sea. The Torah portion for the seventh day of Passover 

describes this miracle: 

"Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the Lord drove back the sea with a strong east wind 

all that night, and turned the sea into dry ground. The waters were split and the Israelites went into 

the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. ..Thus 

Adonai delivered Israel that day from the Egyptians. ..And when Israel saw the wondrous power 

which Adonai had wielded against the Egyptians, the people feared God; they had faith in God and 

in God's servant Moses." 

It is an amazing event. It shaped our collective memory, tradition, attitude. It made an indelible 

imprint on Jews throughout the ages. Yet, now we think we know that that could not have 

happened. God could not part the sea. There are scientific explanations - it was low tide, there were 

strong winds, whatever. But not a miracle. 

And if per chance we are not too jaded to believe in Biblical miracles, then we are sure there are no 

more miracles. They simply don't happen anymore. 

But what is a miracle? Webster's defines miracle as: an extraordinary event manifesting divine 

intervention in human affairs, an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing or accomplishment. 

In other words - a miracle is something unusual that occurs when God and a human being work 

together. 

What was miraculous about the Red Sea? Was it that the waters parted? Was it that the Israelites 

standing with Egyptians on one side and water on the other still had faith in God? 

I want to share with you my favorite midrash. Some of you are laughing now, because you know 

every midrash is always my favorite. Anyway, the Jews are at the shores of the Red Sea. There's a 

whole lot of water in front of them, and a whole lot of Egyptians behind them. So they are standing 

about on the shores overlooking the deep and cold water, wondering what to do. 

One of them said: I'm not going down into the sea first, and the next said I'm not going down into 

the sea first, and another said not me, count me out.. .While they were standing there advising one 

another, Nachshon, the son of Aminadab, jumped up and dove into the sea. And he started sinking. 

Nachshon cried out - Save me God. The waters are up to my neck, I'm sunk in deep muck and I 
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 can't stand. The waters are rushing over my head. Don't let them flood me. Don't let me sink. Save me! 

Meanwhile on shore, Moses sees what is going on, panics, and starts to pray to God for help. God answers Moses and says: 'My friend 

Nachshon is sinking into the sea, the waters are closing in around him, the enemy is chasing you, and you're standing there saying lengthy 

prayers! Do something!!!' 

Moses cried to God - But God, it's your world, what can I do? 

God said - lift up your rod and divide the sea. 

And Moses lifted up his rod and divided the sea and the children of Israel crossed over in safety. 

The Red Sea was parted because of several miracles. Miracle number one: Nachshon. He was willing to make a leap of faith. He took a risk, 

trusted God, and dove in. Miracles can happen if we trust God and we are willing to make the first step. 

Miracle number two. Moses. Note that Moses prays to God for a miracle and God says ‘I can't help you. There's a time for lengthy prayers 

and a time for action. This is not a time to meditate, or your friend and mine will drown. Do something!’ When Moses is willing to take action, 

a miracle occurs. When we have faith, but don't rely purely on that faith, rather, when we are willing to take action ourselves and not wait for 

someone else to do it, we can make miracles. 

Modem miracles, then, are a combination of our faith and willingness to be involved. 

In his commentary on this Torah portion, the great scholar Rashi explains the verse: Speak to the children of Israel that they journey onward 

to mean that God said: 'The sea will not stand in their way - their ancestors' merits and their own, and the faith that they placed in Me so that 

they left Egypt, will suffice to divide the sea for them." God did not say I will divide the sea for them, but rather, their deeds and their faith will 

divide the sea. Our deeds and our faith are the tools by which miracles are wrought. If we believe and we act, we will create miracles. 

We live in a world sadly in need of miracles. A world fraught with hunger, disease, poverty, hatred and bloodshed. We live in a world in which 

we have to make our own miracles. Our faith and our willingness to act will change the world.  Just as God performed a miracle through the 

deeds and faith of our ancestors on the shores of the Red Sea, so too, through our deeds and our faith, God—together with us-- will work 

miracles. In each of our eyes shines the light of God. And through all of our hands will miracles be wrought. 

Jewish tradition stresses our role as partners in this world. Before the world was created, the Holy One kept creating worlds and destroying 

them. Finally, God created this one and was satisfied. And so, God said to Adam and Eve: "This is the last world I shall make. I place it in your 

hands. Hold It in trust." 

God's role in our partnership was to create the world. Our role is to maintain it to the best of our ability. All that we do during the course of 

our lives and with our lives is our attempt to live up to that agreement with God. As we prepare for Passover, may we commit to start or to 

continue, day by day, to do our very best to create miracles, to make this world a better place for ourselves, for our children and 

grandchildren, and for our God. 

The following is Rabbi Goldstein’s statement of Friday, March 15, 2019, when she joined with members of the Windsor Islamic Association to mourn the New 

Zealand massacre victims. 

 He came into two mosques, sacred spaces, holy intentions…. men, women and children who gathered together to reach out to each other and to God and to 

offer thanks for the gifts of this world, for each other, and for our relationship with the Holy One. 

The worshipers came to the mosques, into the two mosques, sacred spaces, holy intentions, men, women and children who gathered together to pray, to help 

make this world a better place, to connect with holiness, to bring love, joy, support, concern and compassion and caring into the world. 

And he did the unthinkable.  He attacked them. At least 20 seriously injured and 49 murdered.  He murdered the children, the mothers, the fathers, the sis-

ters and the brothers, the grandparents, the students.  And we are left with the tears.  With the horror.  With the desolation.  

There is a teaching in Judaism that tries to answer the very difficult question of where was God during all of the different times that have been attacked and 

slaughtered.  The answer given in our tradition, and now, today, is that God was right there, next to all those suffering, next to the dying, next to the injured, 

next to the frightened, next to those in shock.  God was shedding tears, holding on to each victim, cradling them and loving them.  And crying over them. 

Today is a day for tears.  Our tears.  The tears of the victims.  God’s tears.  We weep together for what could have been.  

Each of the wounded, each of the dead.  We weep for the unimaginable loss. 

Our pain is deep.  Our sorrow knows no bounds.  

We are sickened and devastated.  

And we know how deeply each of you are hurt.  We stand here today with you.  We support you.  We care about you.  We are here for you in whatever ways we 

can help.  Not just today, but tomorrow, and all the tomorrows after that.  

We pray: 

Grant peace, goodness and blessing, grace, kindness and mercy, to all your people.  Bless us all, our Creator, all of us together, through the light of Your Pres-

ence. Bless us with justice, with mercy, with life, and with peace.  Bless us especially now, at this difficult time.  Be with us, cry with us, support us at all times, 

at every hour, in every place, with Your peace.  Praised are You God, You bless us with peace, you bring us to wholeness, you help us to heal brokenness 

wherever and whenever we can. 
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April 2019 
Torah Study & Learning 

Saturdays 9:30 am 

April 6 

Tazria 

Torah Study 

April 13 

Metzora 

Torah Study 

 April 20 

Pesach 

No Torah Study 

April 27 

Yizkor Pesach 

Torah Study 

 

 

 

Shabbat  Worship & 

Candle lighting 

Friday, April 5 

Candle lighting 7:44 pm 

Family Friendly Services 6:00 pm 

Friday, April 12 

Candle lighting 7:52 pm 

Services 7:00 pm 

Friday, April 19 

Candle lighting 7:59 pm 

No Services  

First Seder 

Friday, April 26 

Candle lighting 8:07 pm 

Yizkor Service 5:45 pm 

Services 7:00 pm 

 

 

SPONSOR AN ONEG! 
Please consider sponsoring an oneg in honour of or in memory of a loved one, a special 

birthday, a job promotion, a retirement, or just because.  

 TORAH STUDY 

Join us for Torah Study at 9:30 am every Saturday unless otherwise noted or a snow storm.  

Discussion of the weekly portion is lively, informed, and well-researched. Participants 

express a wide range of interpretations of the central text of our faith. 

JOIN US! 

A member of the Board and/or an officer will be present at each Shabbat Service. Please 

come and join us, say hello and  get to know your officers better. 



April 2019 

Tazria  Bearing Seed  Leviticus 12:1 - 13:59 

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: "Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at childbirth bears a male, she 

shall be impure seven days; she shall be impure as at the time of her condition of menstrual separation." - Leviticus 12:1-2  

God describes the rituals of purification for a woman after childbirth. (12:1-8) 

God sets forth the methods for diagnosing and treating a variety of skin diseases, including tzara-at (a leprous affection), as well as those for purifying 

clothing. (13:1-59) 

M’tzora A Leper   Leviticus 14:1 - 15:33 

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: "This shall be the ritual for a leper at the time of being purified ." - Leviticus 14:1-2  

Priestly rituals to cure tzaraat (a skin condition) when it afflicts humans are described. (14:1-32) 

Rituals to rid dwelling places of tzaraat are presented. (14:33-57) 

The parashah denotes male impurities resulting from a penile discharge or seminal emission. (15:1-18) 

The parashah concludes with accounts of female impurities caused by a discharge of blood. (15:19-33) 

Yom Rishon shel Pesach  First Day of Passover      Holidays Exodus 12:37-42, 13:3-10 

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, aside from dependents. - 

Exodus 12:37  

We read that a “mixed multitude” of people fled Egypt with the Israelites. With no time to wait, they took the cakes from their oven before they had time to 

rise. By God’s mighty hand, our ancestors fled the house of bondage and were brought to “a land flowing with milk and honey.” As a reminder of God’s 

redemption, we are instructed to eat only unleavened bread during Passover. Furthermore, the text tells us to explain to our children, “It is because of what 

God did for me when I went free from Egypt.” The Hebrew word for explain, v’higgadta, has the same root as Haggadah, the book from which we read on 

Passover. In doing so, each year we fulfill the sacred obligation to tell this story to our children. It is this story, more than any other that is central to Judaism. 

God redeemed us from slavery and we therefore know the heart of the stranger.  

Yom Sh’vi-i shel Pesach  Seventh Day of Passover Holidays Exodus 14:30 - 15:21 

Thus the Eternal delivered Israel that day from the Egyptians. - Exodus 14:30  

As the observance of Passover draws to an end, the Torah portion includes the dramatic recounting of the splitting of the sea in this poem known as “The 

Song at the Sea.” Written with great emotion, this poem attempts to convey the power of “God’s might hand.” So powerful is the imagery that verses of this 

poem have become part of the Jewish liturgy. The poem comes to a climatic finish with Miriam, the prophetess, picking up her timbrel and leading the women 

in dance. 



Passover is almost here! 

We're still cold, but April is coming!  We 

would like to match up individuals and 

families in our community who do not 

have a place to celebrate Passover Se-

der with families or individuals who have 

space at their table for the first night of 

Passover.  And of course, everyone is 

invited to the 2nd night of Seder at Tem-

ple.  If you can host some of our Temple 

members, or want to be hosted, please 

contact Rabbi Goldstein or Sarah at 

Temple. 

Dear  Lynn Goldstein , 

  

     Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 

organize such a successful event at your 

Congregation on this past Saturday, Feb 23, 

2019. We were able to get our voice heard by 

the people from different faith through this 

event. We were touched by the support from 

your community and made us believe that we 

can make change by standing and acting 

together. 

  We are looking forward to work 

together again in the future! 

 Thank you again for everything you 

have done for us! 

   
Sincerely, 

Uyghur Canadian Community 

Beth El Continues the Laughs with 

Meal & A Reel 

featuring 

The Marvelous Mrs. 

Maisel 

2:00 pm on Tuesdays April 9 & April 30 

Bring a snack or bring your lunch, 

and we’ll provide coffee and desserts. 

April 9th:  Put That On Your Plate & 

 Thank You and Goodnight! 

April 30th:  Simone &  Mid-way to Mid-

town! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Save the 

Date: 

Thursday, 

June 27, 

2019 



C
o

n
g
re

g
a

ti
o

n
a

l 
H

a
p

p
e

n
in

g
s
 

ק״קב

ויתב

 אל

 Learning Opportunities In April 

Wednesday evening  7-9 pm 

Judaism 101 

Thursday  11:30 - 12:45 pm 

Lunch & Learn  

Life After Death, beginning March 12 

Bring your own lunch-coffee and dessert provided 

Saturday morning 9:30 am 

Torah Study 

Office Closings in April 
Friday, April 19 Monday, April 22 Friday, April 26 

April 5 

5:15 pm Pot Luck Dinner 

6:00 pm Family Friendly Shabbat Services 

April 12 & April 26 

7:00 pm 

Shabbat Services 

 

 

 

We are seeking more volunteers to help with Onegs.   

They would be scheduled once every 4 to 6 weeks, 

with a partner. 

Responsibilities include putting out the food, kiddush 

wine and bread, and cleaning up after the Oneg. 

Board of Directors  

Meeting 

Tuesday,  

April 16 

7:00 pm 

COME JOIN THE BAND! 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeking instrumentalists and vocalists for a Beth 
El Band! 

We are organizing a new liturgical band to play 
at services a few times a year. 

If you have singing or instrumental talents, join 
us! All levels of ability welcome. 

Call the Temple office if you are interested.  

 519-969-2422 

Or email rabbilynngoldstein@gmail.com 

Samantha with mother, Robin, who died in December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our members, Jack and Nina Zlotnik, thought 

they were going to retire and live out their gold-

en years.  But with the death of their daughter, 

Robin, the care of Samantha has fallen, in large 

part, on their shoulders.  Samantha will need 

help for the rest of her life.  In order to purchase 

the specialized supplies that she must have dai-

ly, her grandparents must raise approximately 

$4,000 per month; and that does not include 

food, shelter, and clothing!  A Go Fund Me page 

has been established to help Samantha.  You 

can help.  Make a donation at:  

https://ca.gofundme.com/memorial-to-robin-

help-to-fund-her-children. 
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Religious School News 

 

At this wonderful special time of year when we shift from winter to spring and learn about the torment and 

ultimate triumphs of our ancient Jewish ancestors, we are adding a new twist to tradition.  We will celebrate our 

Religious School Model Seder with one of God’s true miracles... chocolate!  What model seder could be more 

appealing than an event, steeped in tradition and smothered in fudge?  With chocolate matzot, chocolate eggs, 

bittersweet chocolate maror, a chocolate dipped pretzel coated shankbone, and more, our Seder promises to be 

a special treat and, most importantly, a really fun educational experience.  (Remember, this is an educational 

experience, not the real Seder!  ) 

We will hear about Moses parting the chocolate sea, the four questions, the chocolate charoses, the bitter 

chocolate marror, and much more.  Our students will search for the (chocolate) afikomen, we will let Elijah in to 

drink from chocolate milk and sing "Take Me Out to the Seder" and many other fun songs. 

Ending on a sweet and practical note, we sent all of our seder attendees home with a goody bag filled with: 

• Toothbrush and toothpaste (both donated by a local dentist) and 

• A “Happy Passover” chocolate bar 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL MODEL SEDER, April 14th!  You won't want to miss it! 

 

Mah Nishtanah haModel Seder hazeh mikol haModel Sederim? Why is this Model Seder different from all 

other Model Seders? 

Be sure to send your religious school students to school on April 14th.  They won't want to miss it!! 



 

The name Pesach is derived from the Hebrew word pasach, 

which means "passed over," which is also the source of the 

common English name for the holiday. It recalls the miracu-

lous tenth plague when all the Egyptian firstborn were killed, 

but the Israelites were spared. 

The story of Passover originates in the Bible as the telling of 

the Exodus from Egypt. The Torah recounts how the Children 

of Israel were enslaved in Egypt by a Pharoah who feared 

them. After many generations of oppression, God speaks to 

an Israelite man named Moses and instructs him to go to 

Pharoah and let God's people go free. Pharoah refuses, and 

Moses, acting as God's messenger brings down a series of 10 

plagues on Egypt. 

The last plague was the Slaying of the Firstborn; God went 

through Egypt and killed each firstborn, but passed over the 

houses of the Israelites leaving their children unharmed. This 

plague was so terrible that Pharoah relented and let the Isra-

elites leave. 

Pharoah then regretted his decision and chased the Children 

of Israel until they were trapped at the Sea of Reeds. But God 

instructed Moses to stretch his staff over the Sea of Reeds 

and the waters parted, allowing the Children of Israel to walk 

through on dry land. The waters then closed, drowning Pharoah  and his soldiers as they pursued the Isra-

elites. 

The Torah commands an observance of seven days of Passover. Many Jews in North America and all Jews 

in Israel follow this injunction. Some Jews outside of Israel celebrate Passover for eight days. The addition 

of a day dates back to 700-600 B.C.E. At that time, people were notified of a holiday’s beginning by 

means of an elaborate network of mountaintop bonfires. To guard against the possibility of error, an extra 

day was added to many of the holidays. Today, a dependable calendar exists, allowing Jews to know when 

holidays start and end. However, the process remains ingrained in Jewish law and practice for some Jews 

living outside of Israel today. 

Water Is Changed into Blood, watercolor by James Tissot 

Passover: History 

ReformJudaism.org 
  Jewish Life in your Life 

Passover (Pesach) 



 
 
 

 
Along with Sukkot and Shavuot, Passover is one of the Shalosh Regalim, or 
Three Pilgrimage Festivals, during which people gathered in Jerusalem with 
their agricultural offerings in ancient times. There are several mitzvot 
(commandments) unique to Passover, which are evident in the customs and 
rituals of the holiday to this day: matzah (the eating of unleavened bread); 
maror (the eating of bitter herbs); chametz (abstention from eating leaven); 
b’iur chametz (removal of leaven from the home); and haggadah 
(participation in the seder meal and telling the story). 
 
The Seder 
The seder is the centerpiece of any Passover experience. A seder is an 
elaborate festive meal that takes place on the first night(s) of the holiday of 
Passover. Family and friends join together to celebrate. The word seder 
literally means "order," and the Passover seder has 15 separate steps in its 
traditional order.  These steps are laid out in the Haggaddah, the book used 
during the seder. Many congregations hold a community seder during at 
least one night of Passover. There are also synagogue services held during 
the first day(s) of the holiday. 
The content of the seder can be summed up by the following Hebrew rhyme: 

 Kadeish, Ur’chatz  
 Karpas, Yachatz 
 Magid, Rachtzah 
 Motzi, Matzah 
 Maror, Korech 
 Shulchan Orech 
 Tzafun, Barech 
 Hallel,  Nirtzah 

Each of these 15 steps is summarized and explained below: 
Kadeish: Sanctification  A blessing is recited over wine in honor of the holiday. When the seder falls on a Friday night, this version of the kiddush is recited for 
Passover and Shabbat. When the seder falls on a Saturday night, we continue with a special version of havdallah. The wine is then drunk. A second cup is then 
poured (but not yet drunk).   
Ur'chatz: Washing  Participants wash their hands without a blessing in preparation for eating the Karpas.   
Karpas: Vegetable A vegetable (usually parsley) is dipped in salt water and eaten. The vegetable symbolizes the lowly origins of the Jewish people; the salt water 
symbolizes the tears shed as a result of our slavery. Parsley is a good vegetable to use for this purpose, because when you shake off the salt water, it looks like 
tears.   
Yachatz: Breaking   The middle of the three matzot on the table is broken into two pieces. The smaller part is returned to the pile, the larger one is set aside for the 
afikoman (see below).   
Magid: The Story  A retelling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt and the first Pesach. This begins with the youngest person asking The Four Questions, a set of 
questions about the proceedings designed to encourage participation in the seder. The Magid is designed to satisfy the needs of four different types of people: the 
wise one, who wants to know the technical details; the wicked one, who excludes himself (and learns the penalty for doing so); the simple one, who needs to know 
the basics; and the one who is unable to ask, who doesn't even know enough to know what he needs to know. At the end of the Magid, a blessing is recited over 
the second cup of wine and it is drunk.   
Rachtzah: Washing  Participants wash their hands again, this time with a blessing, in preparation for eating the matzah.   
Motzi: Blessing over Grain Products Ha-motzi, the blessing for bread or grain products used as a meal, is recited over the matzah.   
Matzah: Blessing over Matzah A blessing specific to matzah is recited, and a bit of matzah is eaten.   
Maror: Bitter Herbs A blessing is recited over a bitter vegetable (usually raw horseradish; sometimes romaine lettuce), and it is eaten. This symbolizes the bitterness 
of slavery. The maror is dipped in charoset, a mixture of apples, nuts, cinnamon and wine, which symbolizes the mortar used by the Jews in building during their 
slavery. Note that there are two bitter herbs on the seder plate: one labeled maror and one labeled chazeret. The one labeled maror should be used for maror and 
the one labeled chazeret should be used in the korech, below.   
Korech: The Sandwich Rabbi Hillel was of the opinion that the maror should be eaten together with matzah and the paschal offering in a sandwich. In his honor, we 
eat some maror on a piece of matzah, with some charoset (we don't do animal sacrifice anymore, so there is no paschal offering to eat).   
Shulchan Orech: DinnerA festive meal is eaten. There is no particular requirement regarding what to eat at this meal (except, of course, that chametz cannot be 
eaten). Among Ashkenazi Jews, gefilte fish and matzah ball soup are traditionally eaten at the beginning of the meal. Roast chicken or turkey are common as 
traditional main courses, as is beef brisket. Jews with far-ranging palates can put their own unique, contemporary stamp on this meal.   
Tzafun: The Afikoman The piece of matzah set aside earlier is eaten as "dessert," the last food of the meal. Different families have different traditions relating to the 
afikoman. Some have the children hide it, while the parents have to either find it or ransom it back. Others have the parents hide it. The idea is to keep the children 
awake and attentive throughout the pre-meal proceedings, waiting for this part.   
Barech: Grace after Meals The third cup of wine is poured, and birkat ha-mazon (Grace after Meals) is recited. This is similar to the grace that would be said on any 
Shabbat, but with the special insertion for Passover. At the end, a poured, including a blessing is said over the third cup and it is drunk. The fourth cup is set aside 
for the prophet Elijah, who is supposed to herald the Messiah, and is supposed to come on Pesach to do this. The door is then opened to invite Elijah into our 
homes.   
Hallel: Praises The standard group of psalms that make up a full Hallel are recited at this point. A blessing is recited over the last cup of wine and it is drunk.   
Nirtzah: Closing A simple statement that the seder has been completed, with a wish that next year, we may celebrate Pesach in Jerusalem (i.e., that the Messiah will 
come within the next year). This can be followed by various traditional songs, hymns and stories. 
The seder has a number of biblical origins for its customs. Exodus 12:3-11 describes the meal of lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs which the Israelites ate 
just prior to the Exodus. In addition, three separate passages in Exodus (12:26-7, 13:8, 13:14) and one in Deuteronomy (6:20-21) enunciate the duty of the parents 
to tell the story of the Exodus to their children. 

Passover: Customs and Rituals 

Passover (Pesach) 



Listen to ReformJudaism.org's New Podcast, Wholly Jewish  

https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2019/02/18/wholly-jewish-our-new-podcast-showcases-

beauty-jewish-diversity 

Wholly Jewish shares the stories of Reform Jews across the ethnic, cultural, and gender spectrum - 

in their own words. This podcast series will explore what we all have in common even as we seek 

to live and balance complex and nuanced identities. It’s these varied identities that, when braided 

together, make us wholly ourselves – and Wholly Jewish. 

Judaism is far from monolithic. Ever since our inception as a people, we as Jews have 

encompassed so many different ethnicities, cultures, perspectives, and gender and sexual 

identities. Through all of our beautiful differences, however, we remain united as one people. Our multifaceted identities do not 

negate our Jewishness; rather they strengthen, exemplify and enrich it. 

Commitment to embracing our differences inspired us to create Wholly Jewish, the newest podcast offering from the Union for 

Reform Judaism (URJ). In this podcast series, we’ll explore what we all have in common even as we seek to live and balance 

complex and nuanced identities. It’s these varied identities that, when braided together, make us wholly ourselves – and Wholly 

Jewish. 

In North American and Western culture, Jews and Jewishness often are reduced to a finite set of identities, beliefs, and customs. 

We are not just white; we are black, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, and more. Our food is more than matzoh ball soup, bagels, and lox; 

it’s fried chicken and collard greens, hand-rolled tortillas, and steamed dumplings. We are not only straight and cisgender; we exist 

on, between, and beyond the incredibly wide spectrum of gender and sexuality – the very same spectrum our ancestors 

acknowledged. We span the theistic spectrum; we pray three times a day or not at all. We remain proud and dedicated Jews.  

Bob Dylan Coffee House Concert 

Congregation Beth El 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 

3:00 - 5:00 pm 

(Your donation to the Rabbinic Chair Fund will be appreciated) 

Bob Dylan Revisited 

A musical celebration of the  

Acclaimed Poet/Singer-Songwriter  

Highlighting Iconic Dylan Songs from 1962 to 1975 

Performed by Ray Violot 
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Pumpkinflowers by Matti Friedman 

 

For Reform Jews in Canada and the USA, the issues in 
Israel we are focussed on these days are the social and 
political, not the military.  And for older Jews, we wonder 
what happened to the Israel of our youth when it was 
struggling for its very existence against regular armies 
surrounding it and while engaging in short brutal wars, and 
was committed, we believed, to creating a society of 
equality and justice.  The Lebanon border war of the 1990s 
is, as the subtitle of Friedman’s book names it, “a Forgotten 
War.”  But for Matti Friedman, a Canadian who made aliyah 
in 1995 following high school in Toronto, that campaign 
was not only the site of his own military service in the IDF 
but, as he came to understand it later as a journalist and 
author, the proving ground for the new kind of 
“asymmetrical” war we have been engaged in since in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and all over the world.  That’s why this book, 
so well written and so personal, is also so valuable to read. 

When Israel attempted to create a security zone in Lebanon at the Southern border, it 
established a group of small IDF bases code-named for flowers, and the radio code for 
casualties was “flowers.”  Life in these bases was mostly stupid, quiet and boring, 
broken by vulnerable forays into the forests and occasional attacks by Hezbollah.  Part 
One tells the story of one of the soldiers who served at the Pumpkin, and several 

devastating incidents at the Pumpkin between 1994 and 1997.  The 
futility of their operation created a backlash to those events, told in 
Part Two, and the national questioning of the value of having troops 
in the Lebanese “buffer zone.”  I think it compares to the US in 
Vietnam, which people (other than those who fought there) choose 
to “forget”.  In Part Three, Friedman 
relates his own IDF tour of duty at 
the Pumpkin in 1998, with the 
honesty that a good reporter brings 
to examining his own gritty 
experience.  Part Four tells us about 

what must have been an almost surreal experience 
when Friedman returns to Lebanon after university, 
traveling as a “Canadian civilian”, to revisit the area in 
which he served.  It is fascinating, but not encouraging.  

In beautiful and elegant English, Friedman doesn't 
moralize anywhere in Pumpkinflowers. He simply 
offers his insights and observations as a thoughtful, 
articulate person who was actually there. In the end, he 
has no answers to this conflict, or to asymmetric warfare in general, but we understand 
deeply what it means. 

 

We meet Tuesday noon, April 9th, at Mazal’s Restaurant 
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If you wish to have your birthday or a family member's birthday or your anniversary listed in the bulletin, please contact the 

Beth El office at 519-969-2422.. To ensure that you receive your bulletin, please call us if you have a change of address or if 

you wish to receive your bulletin by e-mail. 

Thank you to all our members who contribute to our many funds. A gift of $18 to the Temple is a very meaningful way to con-

gratulate a friend or family member on happy occasions or to express get wells or condolences.  Please remember Beth El 

with your donations.  All donations are eligible for a tax receipt. 

Mishpacha-Our Congregational  Family ק״קבויתבאל 

Mazel Tov 
and 

Best Wishes 

To those celebrating 

anniversaries in April 2019 

12 Sheldon & Bethe Jarcaig 

14 Alex & Lyudmila Sionov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Barrie Rubin on his 

special birthday 

To Jerry Eskin on his  

special birthday 

1     Paula Taub 

3 Lanny Joffe 

4 Ronald Silver 

5 Lorna Shulman 

9 Brian Kessler 

12 Steven Kupsov 

12   Sarah Shklov 

16   Lucy Chandler 

16 Courtney Rubin 

19 Fred Katzman 

20 Joanne Polsky 

20 Lauren Hamer 

21 Sandi Malowitz 

22 Noah Daniel Levy 

22 Dr. Reuben Schnayer 

23 Rosalie Dalfen 

25 Nathaniel Sherman 

 

25 Ronna Warsh 

25 Kevin Yavno 

26 Ellana Blacher 

27 Betty Pazner 

27 Rachel Katzman 

28   Jordana Plotnick 

To those celebrating birthdays 

 in April 2019 

Dorothy Buckhalter 

Ed Levitt 

Lil Lederman 

Valerie Horner 

Annette Teich 

Jackie Farrell 

Louise Ziff 

Deborah Gold 

Brenda Kay 

Kenneth Karp 

Pat Hughes 

Richard McGuinty 

Alan Orman 

Hannah Levin 

Mildred Silver 

Nel Chelsky 

Rona Paquette 

Judy Eskin 

Miriam Schnayer 

Wayne Katz 

Beth Horowitz 

Avraham Labe 

Marla Rivard 

Marilyn Guss 

Sharon Kaplan 

Suzanne Selby 

Pat Routliffe 

Nina Zlotnik 

Sidney Chelsky 

Florence Cohen 

Kathy Selby 

Robin Martin Duttman 

Dr. Jerry Lechner 

Jackie Eisenberg 

Peter Winagar 

Donald Franks 

Marlene Gold 

Tony Lee 

Ruth Goldstein 

Cindy Jeris 

Mark Vruble 

Dr. Milton Cohen 

Florence Lechner 

Lester Fitzpatrick 

Tracey Atin 

Avigail Sarah Bat Devorah 

Beatrice Valencia 

Shauna Mazak 

Good Health Wishes -  

Refu’ah Sheleimah 

A complete healing to: 



 

 

YAHRZEITS  

MAY THEIR MEMORIES ALWAYS BE FOR A BLESSING 

 :ZICHRONAM L’VRACHA -WE REMEMBER ז״לב

 ק״קב

 ויתב

 אל

In Memoriam    Condolences are extended 

To Mildred, Deborah, Neil and Ellen Silver on the loss of their beloved husband and father 

Morley Silver. 

To Jerry Eskin on the loss of his beloved wife Judy. 

To Dr. Judy Ableser and family on the loss of here beloved brother Robert Krever. 

 

 
April 2019 

 

23 Florence Margolin 

23 Evelyn Hoffman 

24 Rose Horwich 

24 Ann Shklov 

25 Girard Marcotte 

25 Edythe Swartz 

25 Leonard Lyons 

26 Manuel Burk 

27 Aaron Stern 

28 Charles Krassov 

28 Herb Pasikov 

28 Harold Gold 

29 Anne Schultz 

30 Frances Burstyn 

30 Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut 

 
April 2019 

 

17 Naomi Kline 

17 Judith Greer 

17 Beatrice (Bessie) Indig 

18 Rita Muroff 

19 Fred Kilborn 

19 Maurice Goldstein 

19 Baba Michla Glassman 

19 Ruth Lando 

20 Morley Kessler 

20 Louis Flagman 

20 Anita Malowitz 

21 Sarah Flagman 

22 Abraham Bush 

22 David Alexander 

22 Stephen Shanbon 

 
April 2019 

 

2 Dr. David Greene 

3 Percy Katz 

4 Esther Weingarden 

5 Lillian Perlman-Mann 

6 Marlene Burk 

7 Zelda Stotland 

9 Tillie Cohen 

9 Rose Lubar 

9 Paul Weingarden 

10 Tema (Thelma) Gombar 

10 Saul Miller 

13 Abraham (Al) Katzman 

14 Gregory Reimer 

15 William Payman 

16 Lev Gorelick 

Friday, April 26 

5:45 pm 



 

 

Thank you to those who have given generously to Congregation Beth El this month. Gifts are a wonderful way to celebrate a birthday, an 

anniversary, the arrival of a child, or to remember the life of someone who has passed away. Your donations to these Temple funds are 

greatly appreciated.  

 

Arthur & Brian Barat Memorial Fund 

In memory of Morley Silver, beloved husband of Mildred Silver by:  Nels Katzman;  Nancy Barat. 

In memory of Judy Eskin, beloved wife of Jerry Eskin by:  Nancy Barat. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by: 

Nancy Barat. 

The Building Fund 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Brenda & Philip Cohen. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by: 

Lawrence Pazner & Jori Rosenberg;  Brenda & Philip Cohen. 

Camp George Scholarship Fund 

In memory of Morley Silver, beloved husband of Mildred Silver by:  Art & Madie Weingarden. 

The Friendship Circle Fund 

In memory of Mona Horlick, beloved mother of Dr. Sharon Horlick by:  Sharon & Mort Kaplan. 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Sharon & Mort Kaplan. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by: 

Dr. Janet Rosenbaum;  Sarah Shklov. 

Charles & Ethel Cohen Endowment Fund 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Carl & Elaine Cohen. 

Aron Fink Endowment Fund 

In memory of Judy Eskin, beloved wife of Jerry Eskin by:  Norma Fink & Salomon Smeer. 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Norma Fink & Salomon Smeer. 

Maurice & Esther Goldstein Endowment Fund 

In memory of Esther Goldstein, beloved mother of Will Goldstein by:  Laurie Lutzmann. 

Ted Hochberg Memorial Fund 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Sharon Hochberg. 

Aaron & Fran Katzman Endowment Fund 

In memory of Mona Horlick, beloved mother of Dr. Sharon Horlick by:  Fred & Marcey Katzman. 

 

Contributions ק״קבויתבאל 

Effective January 1, 2018 if you wish to make a donation to one of the many funds listed on the last page, the minimum amount will be $18.00 in order to 

send an acknowledgement card. 

Since the minimum for other funds has been increased, the cost of putting something in the Golden Book has now increased to $36.00 

At present, we do not need any more prayer books.  If someone does wish to contribute to the book fund, the minimum contribution has been raised to 

$54.00 effective Jan. 1, 2019 due to the cost of books.  There is now a new High Holiday companion to the Mishkan T'filah which we may want to consider in 

the next few years.  Contributions to the book fund now will be earmarked for that possible future purpose. 



 

 

 

Ethel & Harry Hoffman Memorial Fund 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy and Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by:  Lanny Joffe & Stephen 

Kurtz. 

In memory of Judy Eskin, beloved wife of Jerry Eskin by:  Lanny Joffe & Stephen Kurtz. 

In memory of Morley Silver, beloved husband of Mildred  by:  Lanny Joffe & Stephen Kurtz. 

In memory of Patrick Leathorn, beloved son-in-law of Stu & Sue  Selby by:  Lanny Joffe & Stephen Kurtz. 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Lanny Joffe & Stephen Kurtz. 

Religious School Fund 

Good health wishes to Keith Blacher by:  Cheryl & Michael Blacher & family. 

In memory of Morley Silver, beloved husband of Mildred by:  Cheryl & Michael Blacher. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by:  Cheryl & Michael Blacher. 

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School Fund 

In memory of Mona Horlick, beloved mother of Dr. Sharon Horlick by:  Rochelle & Bill Tepperman. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by:  Rochelle & Bill 

Tepperman. 

Social Action Committee Fund 

Good health wishes to Charles Rosen by:  Dr. Michael & Sandi Malowitz. 

Sam & Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial Fund 

In memory of Mona Horlick, beloved mother of Dr. Sharon Horlick by:  Paula & Harold Taub. 

In memory of Patrick Leathorn, beloved son-in-law of Stu & Sue Selby by:  Paula & Harold Taub. 

In memory of Sylvia Finestone, beloved sister of David Frank by:  Paula & Harold Taub. 

In memory of Robert Krever, beloved brother & brother-in-law of Dr. Judy & Rabbi Jeffrey Ableser by:  Harold & Paula Taub. 

Joyce Weingarden Memorial Fund 

In memory of Joyce Weingarden by:  Robert (Bud) Weingarden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions ק״קבויתבאל 



COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS 

Social Action  

GET IN THE HABIT! 

People in our community are hungry throughout the year. Congregation Beth El is expanding our 

Food Drive to include the Purim and Passover holidays. When shopping for yourself and your 

family, pick up an additional can, bag of pasta or box of cereal and drop it in our grocery cart.  A 

good habit that helps others.  

Ronald McDonald House dinners are scheduled for Wednesday, June 5, Wednesday, August 

14, and Wednesday October 30. Join the fun and volunteer. Please contact Sandi Malowitz at 

519-966-5522 or smalowitz@hotmail.com 

We will have a Clothing Drive for the first time. We agreed to collect socks, hats, mittens and underwear around 

Sukkot, which will be distributed to agencies that work with homeless and impoverished. When you are cleaning your 

closets, or see some items on sale, please save some for this new project. 
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Scent-free Policy 

In response to members health concerns, 

Congregation Beth El has developed a Scent-Free 

Policy.  Scented products such as hair spray, perfume 

and body spray can triggers reactions such as 

respiratory distress and headaches.  Members and 

their guests are asked to not use these products when 

attending services or other events at Congregation 

Beth El. 

Congregation Beth El Cannabis Policy 

As our Members will be aware, the recreational use of Cannabis has been 

legalized by the Provincial Government as of October 17th, 2018.  The Board 

of Directors considered the impact of this new legislation at their Board 

Meeting convened October 16th, 2018.  At that time, the Board agreed that 

not only would the recreational use of Cannabis on Beth El property not be in 

keeping with the family values that Beth El aspires to, but the recreational 

use of Cannabis in public places is still prohibited, despite the new 

legislation.  The Board accordingly unanimously agreed to prohibit the use of 

Cannabis on Beth El property, at all times.  The Board asks that Members and 

their guests respect this decision and adhere to it fully. 

PHOTO ALBUM 

Volunteers at the Ronald McDonald House serving dinner: 

L to R: Sandi Malowitz, Marcia Weinberg, Harvey Kessler, 

Sarah Shklov, Barbara Lewis 

Friendship Circle making Mishloach Manot  

Purim Bags 

Friendship Circle made and distributed more than thirty Purim Bags to our congregants 

who suffered a loss, celebrated a simcha, became a new member or are suffering from 

illness or frailty.  

 



 

 

SIMCHAS- Please notify the office by the 15th of each month, if you wish to have a special event in your 
life (simchas, life-cycle events, etc.) published in your bulletin. 

STONE DEDICATIONS & UNVEILINGS- Rabbi Goldstein is available to perform Unveilings and Stone 

Dedications. Please contact her to make arrangements. We kindly request that you  advise the Beth El 

office of any Unveiling dates to be announced in the Beth El bulletin (please advise us if you wish the 

unveiling to be private and unpublished). The office will contact the Cemetery Caretaker to make the 

necessary preparations at the Cemetery before the unveiling. 

SPECIAL NOTICE- When scheduling a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, wedding, or sponsoring a Kiddush, please book 

with the Beth El office. When holding such events please advise the office of catering details, 

deliveries, set-up of tables, number of guests expected, etc. so that we may avoid any 

misunderstandings and your event will be a pleasant one for all.  Thank you for your consideration. 

SUPPORTING CONGREGATION BETH EL- A donation to Beth El is a wonderful way to congratulate 

friends and family on simchas, as well as a thoughtful and meaningful way to extend condolences.  A 

contribution card will be mailed to the recipient (minimum donation $18). You can phone the office at 

969-2422 or the office can take your requests for donations on-line (or any other request, such as 

names to be included on our Mi Sheberach list, yahrzeits to be read, reservations for events) through 

our email address: bethelwindsor@cogeco.net. 

NOTICE- We would like to recognize the achievements of all our members, from our youngest children 
to our seniors.  Whatever your achievement, we would like to send a hearty mazal tov to you in the 
Bulletin so everyone will know of your efforts!  If you have a simcha, please call and provide us 
with details!  Thank you for your cooperation.  

BAR/BAT MITZVAH- The office requests that you book your Bar/Bat Mitzvah date at least a year in 
advance.  Please call us if you are planning this special event.  We will ensure it is on the community 
calendar. 

YOUR CONGREGATIONAL RABBI- Rabbi Lynn Goldstein is available for all congregants for all life cycle 

events, including funerals and unveilings. She will also visit those in hospital, nursing homes or 

homebound. She is also available if you are struggling with an issue, if you would like to talk or if you 

would just like to say “hi”. If you know of someone who would appreciate a visit; or would like more 

information, please call or email the office. 

LET US KNOW WHO IS IN THE 

HOSPITAL 

Privacy laws do not permit the hospital to call and advise 

Beth El when our congregants are hospitalized.  

If you do not let us know when a Jewish patient is in 

hospital, we will only know when Rabbi Goldstein visits 

the hospitals, once or twice a week.  The easiest way for 

you to help is to call us and let us know who is in 

hospital.  It’s even easier if you call after hours, and 

leave a message on the answering machine.  

Bikkur Cholim or “Visiting the sick” is a prime Jewish 

value.  The best way is to do it yourself.  But, for thirty 

seconds of your time on the telephone, you can help us 

perform this mitzvah.  Please keep it in the back of your 

mind. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
The next Board of Directors’ Meeting will be held on April 

16 at 7:00 pm. Please join us as we discuss the monthly 

meeting agenda and business.  

CEMETERY NOTICE 

The Beth El Cemetery gates are open on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., with the excep-

tion of Jewish Holidays.  Please Note: even though the gates are 

open on the days and hours stated above, you will notice that 

there are chains wrapped around the gates and they appear to 

be locked.  In the past few years, due to youths in the area gath-

ering at the cemetery on occasion, the caretaker had closed the 

gates with a chain to make it appear they were locked. Unfortu-

nately at times this chain and lock were difficult to remove by 

our members, and has now been removed on the above men-

tioned days when the cemetery will be open.   
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Community Events-K’hilah 

Save the date, attend the event, support your community 

Entertainment by three internationally acclaimed cantors. A musical journey 

of hope and inspiration with:  

Cantor Neil Michaels, Hazzan David Propis, and Cantor Michael Smolash  

Save the Date:  

Thursday, 

June 19, 2019 

Join Us for our  

Community Wide  

Yom HaShoah Commemoration 

at Congregation Shaar 

HaShomayim 

Sunday, April 28th at 7:00 pm 
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2018-2019 Board of Directors 
 

 

 

Rabbinic Chair Fund 

George and Rosanne Agree Endowment 

Arthur and Brian Barat Memorial  

Camp George Scholarship  

Building Fund 

Friendship Circle 

Cheifetz Family Memorial  

Beatrice Cherniak Memorial Flower  

Charles and Ethel Cohen Endowment 

Joseph M. and Florence Cohen Endowment 

Sam M. and Celia Cohen Scholastic Endowment 

Faye, Morris and Harvey Duke Memorial 

Saul and Marion Fainstein Memorial 

Aron Fink Endowment  Fund 

Jane and Sam Freed Memorial 

Golden Book 

Maurice and Esther Goldstein Endowment 

Hochberg/Kaplan Memorial 

Ted Hochberg Memorial 

Ethel and Harry Hoffman Memorial 

Cantor Sidney Resnick Memorial Music 

Larry Kaiman Memorial 

Fran and Aaron Katzman Endowment 

Ronald Meretsky Memorial 

Rabbi Dr. Jonathan V. Plaut Memorial 

Rabbi W. Gunther and Elizabeth S. Plaut Memorial  

Rabbi’s Discretionary  

Religious School 

Harry and Dora Rosen Memorial  

Joani Rosenthal Nursery School 

William Silver and Doreen Silver-Bricker Memorial 

Social Action Projects 

Sam and Sara Taub Scholastic Memorial 

Torah Fund 

Dorothy T. & Max Weingarden Endowment 

Joyce Weingarden Memorial 

Congregation Beth El Fund List 

Donations can be made to any of the funds listed in support of 

Congregation Beth El. Minimum donation is $18. Golden Book and 

Mitzvah Fund donations are $36.00. New prayer books are now 

available for plating with the cost remaining $54.00. 

Sharon Kaplan  

  

  

  

  

Michael Blacher Stephen Lutvak 

Audrey Bondy Dr. Michael H. Malowitz  

William Botton Dr. Reuben Schnayer 

Brenda S. Cohen Paula M. Taub 

Carl S. Cohen, Q.C., LL.D. Al Teshuba 

James L. Cohen Arthur B. Weingarden 

William Goldstein  

Marc S. Katzman  

  

Tree of Life 

Inscribe your family “Simchas” on our synagogue’s Tree of Life. An inscription is a permanent dedication to the happy meaningful events that touch our lives. Leaf inscriptions are 

$150.00 and stone inscriptions are $1000.00 Please call the Beth El office to order 

Golden Book 

The Golden Book in the Beth El lobby may be inscribed for Simchas for any occasion for a donation of  $36.00. 

Memorial Plaques 

To honour your loved ones who have passed away, a memorial plaque shows a genuine sign of religious feeling. It bears the individual’s name with the Hebrew and secular dates of 

death. A contribution of $450.00 to the Temple secures this memorial inscription. Please call the Beth El office 519-969-2422 to order.  

President  Karen Rosen 

Vice President Julie Tepperman 

Vice President Andrew Tepperman 

Vice President Marilee Marcotte 

Secretary Dr. Michael H. Malowitz 

Treasurer Maria Belenkova 

Past-President Lawrence Pazner 


